
grabs' 'should be jealous of euro’ 


qgffciDH-(AFP) — Hie launch of Europe's first-ever com- 
gohcunency. the euro, marks a new- stage in the continent's 


- * “ 31x1 ^ loukl be viewed jealously by Arabs who 

unify themselves, a Saudi daily said Saturday. 
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,^g^ 4 fce,euro, Europe has unified," the A1 Madina news- 
*-*• '' said. “As Arabs- we arc a little jealous of what oth- 


V) >V i 


jt managed to achieve and we have not, and regret 
Arab. Nation has become... which tears itself apan 
: expense of ali that might unify it." said the daily 
;lfce the rest of the Saudi media, generally rellecis the 
art’s views. Numerous political and territorial con- 

; maned relations within the Arab Worid since the 

J League was created in 1945 in a bid for greater unity 
/common policies. Most recently member states have 
. to agree on the holding of a summit to discuss 

F. ^Iraq crisis following U.S.-British air and missile attacks. 
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An tndeperideni Arab political daily piiblcsbed by trie Jordan Press Foundation 
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GCC meets on Arab summit 


ABU DHABI {‘AFP) — The six nations of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) appeared no closer to resolving their 
differences cm the situation in Iraq after a meeting here Sat- 
urday ended without a final statement. The official news 
agency WAM said the GCC representatives did not issue a 
final communique but would make a full report on the meet- 
ing to their respective foreign ministers. The representatives 
had convened to hammer out a common position on the 
holding of an .Arab summit to address the Iraq crisis after a 
lift developed between the UAE, which supports a summit, 
and Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, which are reportedly 
opposed. Yemeni leaders formally called for a meeting of 
Arab foreign minister in Cairo last Wednesday to dear foe 
way for a' summit, but Arab League chief Esmai Abdel 
Meguid announced the postponement of the meeting until 
next month at the request of the Gulf states. 


Hip 


-S' 


'^Ihie 24 Number 7034 


Jgfn 


AMMAN SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 1999, RAMADAN 16, 1419 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


c *GckJ 

Nentj^ 
for 


^ to. 
^<*1, 
;* 

11 M : 

an r<ct' 

c ifl Ilfs' 
d - 

ne lo ur 
aTl llo-l; 


Hussein of killing 5,000 
^fptens 
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CSSRO (AP) — Iraqi Presi- 
-(jjnt Saddam Hussein is 
-aSjbosibte for the death of 
^fiSTthffli 5.000 Egyptians in 
J9S8," a govemraent-run 
: it&paper said Saturday. In 
apmiisual two-page editorial, 
$jhbar Al Yom demanded 
-■t^-Saddam be tried in an 
, jptemationai court The alle- 
-■ gam is the latest salvo in the 
-^er- of words that erupted 
jjetween Iraq and Egypt last 
when Egyptian Presi- 
Ajfflt Hosni Mubarak accused 
Saddam of provoking the 
US.-British airstrikes against 
' fiaq co Dec. 16-19 (see page 
- istocy). 
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UN. says second 
chartered plane 
downed in Angola 


tfsred 


' LUANDA (R ) — The United 
-Nations observer mission in 
/-Angola said on Saturday a 
. second U-N.-chartered aircraft 
been shot down in the 
antral region of the country. 

spokesman said the 
'intend! kid been carrying 
: jemi U.N. workers to Luanda 
tpnj the central city of Huam- 
: bo, scene of fierce fighting 
-between govemraeot traces 
and the rebel UNTTA move- 


ment. 


Britons can bet on 
streakers, Clinton 
and queen 
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ijjjjDON (R) — Britons 
■were offered a chance on Sat- 
anclay to make a string of off- 
beat New Year bets — from 
'Queen Elizabeth abdicating to 
- a ;■ breaker enlivening pariia- 
^inenL Bookmaker William 
Hill, pandering to the British 
penchant for quirky bets, 
offered odds of 25-1 that the 
monarc h would step down. 
'Her son Charles manying ex- 
nanny Tiggy Legge-Bourke 
was a 100-1 shot. A streaker in 
• te House of Commons was 
rated a 16-1 probability while 
. a dh orce for President Clinton 
was offered as a 10-1 wager. 


man beats up 
debtor over 
daughter’s death 


‘RIYADH l AFP) — A Saudi 
rational brat up a doctor here 
after Ins daughter died of a 
.shake bite, die -Al Bilad daily 
’ reported Saturday. The doctor 
tried to explain to the father 
jftat his daughter had died 
before she was admitted to 
JnspitaL, but he refused to 
jidKve-lhis and accused the 
physician of gross negligence. 
j.Tpe battered doctor has regis- 
tered a complaint with local 
-police in the Southwest of the 
■langdffln and an enquiry has 
heeii -opened, ihe newspaper 
: sad. 


New Year’s massacre 
-In Sicilian bar 


RAGUSA (.AFP) — Five 
njeowereshot dead in an exe- 
cution-style kilting in a bar 
hear tins Sicilian town on Sat- 
Wtby/police said. Tbe five 
weretirinking coffee, reading 
newspapers and chatting in 
the has in Vinoria when two 
anned men walked in and 
Opened - fins, coolly finishing 
- off (heir victims with shots at 
jwm-blank range, they said 
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least 50 killed on 
french roads Jan. 1 


fARlS (AFP, — At least 50 
P®o^e yrere killed on French 
gds oa New Year's Day. 
France’s read safety inforraa- 
^savioe CNIR said on Sat- 
Most of The victinis 
■ untter the age of 25, it 
^i desaibirig the toll as 
alarming." 
‘^otffing to CNIR figures, 
^W-20 people were killed 
roads chi January 1 in 
‘ l9 97 aqd'1998. 






Some 10,000 people stand together to form the sign of the Euro outside the seat of the european Central Bank in 

ring the idea of the banks in Frankfurt and a local radio station to celebrate the birth of 


Frankfurt on Friday following 
the European single currency (AFP.) 


Thousands work overtime to 


prepare for euro’s trading debut 


PARIS (.AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of dealers and 


computer progammers across 
Europe were hard at work 
over the weekend preparing 
for the euro single currency's 
trading debut on Monday. 

Some 10,000 operators, 
analysts, technicians and pro- 
grammers worked overtime 
in Paris and another 30.000 in 
London, even though Britain 
is one of four of die 15 EU 
countries left out of the euro 
launch. 

The City of London finan- 
cial district, home to 500 for- 
eign banks, was caught up in 
the fever of activity ironing 
out the wrinkles after euro 


Exchange on Saturday, some 
8,500 share order; were 
placed in euros by midday. 
The bourse was officially 
dosed, but the trading system 
received advance orders that 


the only forex markets open 
on Jan: 1, but no significant 
deals w'ere made because 
mast corporate houses were 
closed for the day. 

The euro opened at its EU- 


More on euro launch on pages 8 & 9 


will be processed at Mon- 


: proce ss 
M0 a.in. 


(0900 GMT) 


conversion rates were set 
Thursday and keyed into the 
national monies. 

At the Paris Stock 


day's KM 
opening. 

Euro coins and banknotes 
will only be issued in January 
2002. but cheques can already 
be written in euros and from 
Monday stock markets will 
quote prices in euros rather 
than national currendes. 

The euro made a quiet trad- 
ing debut in far-away Bom- 
bay on Friday, where the 
stock exchange was one of 


set rate of $1.16675 and 
strengthened to 1.1733 before 
closing at 1.1720. 

Most European banks and 
stock markets said prepara- 
tions for Monday were on 
track and did not foresee any 
major problems. But they 
stressed that they do not 
expect Monday to be trouble- 
thi. 

•There are a large number 
of computer systems that 
have to be changed, particu- 


larly for payment systems. It 
is possible that we shall have 
problems on Monday, that 
later in the week we will find 
some failed trades, some pay- 
ments that were sent to the 
wrong banks, what we call 
misdirected payments, every- 
body is alert for that" deputy- 
governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, David Clemcnti. said. 

The world's pre-eminent 
financial trading centre,. Lon- 
don handles nearly u third of 
all foreign currency transac- 
tions. six times more than 
Frankfurt which headquar- 
ters the ECB. 

The European Central Bank 
tECBi has set up a team of 
150 expeas to help the banks 
if they hud any questioas. 


< Continued on page 12) 


Further vandalism in east Jerusalem 
as Israeli police quiz Jewish settler 


King, Clinton to meet Tuesday 


By Caroline Faraj 


AMMAN — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton will meet Tues- 
day at the White House 
to discuss the latest 
developments in the 
Middle East and bilateral 
issues, a senior official 
said Saturday. 

The official told the 
Jordan Times that “His 
Majesty' will also hold 
talks with Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
on the Middle East peace 
process, latest develop- 
ments in the region, and 
U.S.-Jordanian rela- 


tions. 

U.S. Presidential 
Spokeswoman Amy 
Weiss Thursday 

announced the meeting's 
date and said the two 
leaders "will discuss the 
embattled Middle East 
peace process and U.S.- 
Jordanian issues.” 

Last Tuesday. HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, told Jordani- 
ans that His Majesty 


King Hussein “has fully 
recovered from his ill- 
ness” and has left the 
Mayo Clinic to conva- 
lesce in Washington and 
then in London before 
returning home. 

King Hussein was hos- 
pitalised on July 14 for 
treatment of cancer of 
the lymph glands. After 
undergoing six sessions 
of chemotherapy treat- 
ment, the King was 
declared free of cancer 
bur was given a trans- 
plant from his own bone 
marrow as a precaution. 

"King Hussein will use 
the occasion of the 
White House meeting to 
express his appreciation 
for the President and the 
First Lady for their sym- 
pathy during the King’s 
illness,” said the official. 

As for the date of the 
King’s return home, offi- 
cials said King Hussein 
is expected to leave 
Washington before the 
end of this week for Lon- 
don, where he will stay 
for about two weeks, 
before returning home. 


“King Hussein is 
expected to return back 
to Jordan during the last 
few days of Eid Al Fitr’s 
holiday” the official 
added. 

Prince Hassan told Jor- 
danians and Arab televi- 
sion viewers last Tues- 
day that “a few days of 
recuperation will pass 
before he [the King} 
arrives in Jordan ” 

"We will first depan 
for Washington. D.C., 
where we will stay for a 
few days before leaving 
for London, and then. 
God Willing. for 
Amman, to be in the dear 
homeland with my dear 
people and family.” King 
Hussein told the Regent 
in a letter. 

Arrangements for 
nation-wide celebrations 
: of the King's homecom- 
ing started in earnest, 
according to officials, 
who said each ministry 
had been preparing its 
own programme for cele- 
brating the event. 


Hizbollah 


warns 

Israel 


against 

strikes 


Agencies 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Vandals again 
attacked Palestinian cars in 
Arab east Jerusalem 
overnight as Israeli police 
questioned a Jewish settler 
for a second day Saturday 
over a series of acts of van- 
dalism which led to dashes 
in the Holy City. 

The unknown assailants 
slashed the tyres of more 
than a dozen Palestinian 
vehicles in the Wadi Jozz 
district. Israeli police said. 


Police detained the settler, 
who they have not named, 
following the clashes Fri- 
day but released him after a 
preliminary interrogation. 

He is suspected of smash- 
ing the windscreens and 
slashing the tyres of around 
a dozen vehicles belonging 
to some of die 300.000 or 
so Palestinian worshippers 
who turned out at Islam s 
third holiest she, the Haram 
Al Sharif, for weekly 
prayers during the Holy 


Month of Ramadan. 

The acts of vandalism led 
to clashes between Pales- 
tinian demonstrators and 
Jewish settlers, forcing the 
intervention of Israeli 

police. 

Police said the settler 
belonged to a Jewish semi- 
nary' in the district of Ras Al 
A mud run by the far-right 
settler group Ateret Cohan- 
im which has sought to buy 
up Palestinian-owned prop- 
erties in Arab east 


Jerusalem since its creation 
in 1978. 

The group aims to estab- 
lish a Jewish majority in the 
city’s eastern sector which 
Paiestinians hope to make 
the capital of a future state. 

Israel insists the whole 
city is its "eternal undivided 
capital'’ despite the 
international community's 
refusal to recognise its 
annexation of east 
Jerusalem which it captured 
in 1967. 


THE LEBANESE occupa- 
tion resistance group Hizbol- 
lah warned Israeli leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu on Sat- 
urday against attacking its 
bases in Lebanon to win 
votes, saying the country had 
been the "graveyard of many 
an Israeli government." 

"We warn Benyamin 
Netanyahu against using the 
South Lebanon card for elec- 
toral sains,” Sheikh Hassan 
NasraUah. whose group is 
battling to oust Israel from 
south Lebanon, told Reuters 
at one of his many offices in 
Beirut. 

Israel is due to hold early 
elections on May 17 after 
Netanyahu's government 
failed to win broad support 
few his peace moves with the 
Palestinians. 


(Continued on page 12) 


Israel stops peace activists helping rebuild Palestinian homes 


KAFAL AL HARETH 
(AFP) — The Israeli army 
on Saturday prevented a 
group of Israeli peace 
activists from helping to 
rebuild demolished Pales- 
tinian homes. 

Troops blocked the 
entrance to This village 
about 30 kilometres north 
of Jerusalem, close to the 
Jewish settlement of Artel. 

Witnesses say they used 
force to disperse the 
activists, who numbered 
about 200. 

The army on Friday 
declared the village a 
closed military zone, for 
"security reasons, and 
forbade entry to a smaller 
group of activists. 

The "Committee against 
House Demolitions" and 
the Peace Bloc (Gush 
Shalom) wanted to hdp 
rebuild two houses demol- 
ished by the army on 

Monday. . 

The houses were home 

to 1- P e °pi e ' ' nc l,l ^ in ^ 

eight children. 

When the inhabitant, 
refused to leave, the army 


used tear gas to drive them 
out before bulldozers flat- 
tened the buildings. 

On Friday the families 
set up tents on the ruins of 
their homes and unfurled 
banners reading: “Is this- a 
just peace?” They brought 
bulldozers to clear the 
rubble in order to rebuild. 

In the past three weeks. 
Israel has confiscated 
thousands of acres in the 
area in order to pave a new- 
bypass road to Ariel. 

’The .army often demol- 
ishes houses that are built 
without permits. Palestini- 
ans say that they have lit- 
tle choice because Israel 
rarely grants building per- 
mits to their people. 

Israel has destroyed 
nearly 700 Palestinian 
houses since the signing 
of the 1993 Oslo accords 
with the Palestinians, 
according to the Palestin- 
ian committee on land and 
the environment 

About 2,000 other hous- 
es have been ordered 
demolished, the commit- 
tee said. 



Iraq wants U.N. to 
send home U.S., 
British nationals 


UNITED NATIONS flO — 
Iraq has told the United 
Nations it would no longer 
accept American or British cit- 
izens working in the country 
as part of its humanitarian pro- 
gramme because of the bomb- 
ing raids conducted by both 
countries, diplomats said. 

Tbe news, which reached 
New' York on New Year's Eve. 
could cause a crisis in the oif- 
for-food programme that 
allows Iraq to use oil revenues 
to purchase food, medicine 
and other supplies under U.N. 
supervision. In theory, the 
United Nations does not allow 
governments to dictate die 
makeup of its staff. 

So far the diplomats, who 
reported the news to Reuters 
on Thursday, said Iraq has not 
pur its directive in writing. 

But they said foreign min- 
istry officials had communi- 
cated the government’s deci- 
sion orally to U.N. authorities 
in Baghdad. 

The exact number of Ameri- 
can and British citizens among 
the 420 UJ9. humanitarian 
workers is not known. But the 
sources said on Friday that 
Baghdad would not allow 
about 20 Americans and 
Britons on leave to return to 
their posts and wanted the 


United Nations to send home 
Britons and Americans still in 
the cottony. 

U.N. officials declined to 
comment. "We’ve heard such 
reports but we have nothing in 
writing," said John Mills, 
spokesman for the LfN. oil- 
for-food humanitarian pro- 
gramme. 

" But the diplomats, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said Iraqi officials 
had told U.N. coordinators of 
the programme !n Baghdad 
they were concerned about the 
security of U.S. and British cit- 
izens since several days of 
American and British bomb- 
ing raids from Dec. 16 to 20. 

The United Nations has 
some 420 international staff in 
Iraq, based in Baghdad and in 
the three Kurdish-dominated 
northern provinces. 

At the height of the bomb- 
ing, the United Nations with- 
drew most of its staff from 
Baghdad but left them in the 
north. They returned after 
three days. 

The oil-for-food programme 
permits Iraq to sell up to 
$5,256 billion worth of oil 
every six months to buy 
humanitarian supplies for 
ordinary Iraqis living under 8- 
vear-old U.N. sanctions. 


Israeli soldiers on Saturday 
drag away an Israeli woman 
peace activist in the town of 
Kafal Al Hareth where 
Palestinians and Israeli 
peace activists tried hi 
rebuild (he demolished 
house of the family or Aim 
Yacoub (Reuters photo) 
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Home & Middle East News 


raq steps up war of 
words against Egypt 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 3, 1999 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq on 
Saturday stepped up its war 
of words against Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
fol low mg differences 

between the two Arab 
nations over last month's 
U.S. and British air strikes 
on Iraqi targets. 

The Iraqi press and offi- 
cials have blamed Egypt for 
the postponement of an 
Arab summit to deal with 
the U.S. -led attacks. 

Cairo, for its part, has 
accused Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein of provoking 
the four-day U.S.-led mili- 
tary campaign which ended 
on Dec. 20. 

The 22-member, Cairo- 
based Arab League has 
postponed until Jam 24 a 
meeting of Arab foreign 
minister which had been 
expected to prepare for the 
proposed summit to discuss 


the air strikes. 

The newspaper Babel 
owned by President Saddam 
Hussein’s eldest son Uday, 
urged Egyptians to topple 
Mubarak. 

“'Egyptians who cannot 
accept such behaviour... 
would reject their shameless 
ruler who has lost every- 
thing, including his self- 
respect,” it said. 

The paper also published 
a cartoon depicting 
Mubarak as obeying orders 
from Saudi and Kuwaiti 
rulers and U.S. officials. 

The cartoon showed 
Mubarak dancing in female 
costume as the rulers of 
Kuwait stand around him, 
beating drums and playing 
music. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu were shown 


looking on and clapping. 

The official daily newspa- 
per A1 Iraq accused 
Mubarak of collaborating 
with Saudi rulers to put off 
the proposed Arab summit 
“In order to follow up 
American hostile policy 
against Iraq, Mubarak col- 
laborated with Saudi rulers 
to prevent the Arab meet- 
ing,” it said. 

Mubarak has been the tar- 
get of harsh criticism in the 
Baghdad press since Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz wrote an editori- 
al in one paper criticising 
him for being unreasonable 
in blaming Baghdad rather 
than Washington for the air 
strikes. 

Egypt spearheaded Arab 
opposition to Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait in August 1990 
and contributed troops to 
the U.S-led multinational 


force which drove the Iraqis 
out seven months later. 

Iraq severed ties with 
Egyptian and many other 
countries which took part in 
that multinational force. 

But economic ties 
between the two Arab coun- 
tries have improved since 
1996 when Baghdad agreed 
to the oil-for-food deal with 
the United Nations which 
allows Iraq to sell limited 
quantities of oil to buy food 
and medicine. 

Egypt sent a senior diplo- 
mat to Baghdad in 1993 to 
improve services for about 
70,000 Egyptians then liv- 
ing in Iraq. 

Last year, Egy pt opened a 
large trade centre in Bagh- 
dad and several Egyptian 
ministers have visited 
Baghdad to conclude deals 
under its oil pact with the 
im 


i 






’Sudan, U.S. in secret contacts’ 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail has revealed that “intensive secret” 
contacts are under way between Khartoum and Washington 
towards the restoration of relations. Ismail was quoted by AI 
Rai al A am daily on Saturday as saying that the contacts 
stemmed from a directive by U.S. President Bill Clinton to 
the Stale Department to open a serious and constructive dia- 
logue with Sudan. Although Khartoum has lodged a com- 
plaint with the UJN. Security Council against Washington 
over the U.S. bombing of a pharmaceutical plant last August, 
Sudan “has never thought of closing the door to dialogue 
with Washington.” Ismail said. 

Sudan opposition stages protest 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The outlawed Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP) observed Independence Day on 
Friday by staging a major anti-government demonstra- 
tion. witnesses said. The demonstrators marched across 
Omdurman, Khartoum’s twin city, while police followed 
closely without intervening, the witnesses said. Chanting 
slogans against the government and legislation on party 
formation that took effect Friday, the demonstrators set 
out from the house of the late Ismail Al Azhari, indepen- 
dence leader and DUP founder, and marched to his grave 
for a spirted rally. 

Egypt detains 43 militants 

CAIRO (R) — Prosecutors have detained for questioning 43 
men suspected of belonging to Egypt's largest Islamist 
group, security sources said on Saturday. The detainees, 
arrested last month, will be held for 15 days on suspicion of 
trying to revive AJ Gama’a Al Islamyia (Islamic Group) and 
planning to kill public figures and blow up important sites, 
security sources said. They said that the men had formed 
Gama’a cells and that documents were seized proving their 
membership in the gamp. 

Germany calls nn Turkey to reduce military on Cyprus 

BONN (AP) — Germany welcomed on Wednesday the 
Greek Cypriot president's decision not to deploy missiles on 
the divided island, and called on Tuikey to reduce its military 
presence there in response. Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Martin Erdmann said such a move by Turkey would con- 
tribute to building trust in Cyprus. Germany, which assumes 
the rotating European Union presidency on Friday, would 
like to help find a "just and lasting solution" for the Cyprus 
problem, Erdmann said. Turkey had threatened military 
action if the Russian-made missiles were actually deployed. 


22 killed in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AP) — Armed 
men massacred a family of 22 
early Saturday in a rural area 
some 400 kilometres southwest 
of Algiers, authorities said 

Security forces mounted “a 
vast search operation” for the 
killers, a statement said and 
Health Minister Yahia 
Guidoum travelled to the mas- 
sacre site, near Al Bayadh. on a 
plateau where numerous fami- 
lies — like die victims — culti- 
vate sheep and other livestock. 

Details of the pre-dawn mas- 
sacre were not immediately 
available. Residents of Al 
Bayadh contacted by telephone 
said the killings were the work 
of the radical Armed Islamic 
Group, blamed by authorities 
for the violence drat has tom 
Algeria for seven years. 

According to the residents, 
the armed band was carrying 
out a vengeance massacre 
because members of th? family 
were reportedly close to securi- 
ty forces. That information 
could not be immediately con- 
firmed Islamic insurgents have 


been known in the past to pun- 
ish with dead) families whose 
members join self-defence 
forces set up by the govern- 
ment 

Tbe massacre raised the death 
toll to more than 70 since Dec. 
19. tbe start of Ramadan. 

Tbe Muslim holy month has. 
for the past seven years, seen 
increased activity by Islamic 
insurgents trying to topple 
Algeria's military-backed gov- 
ernment 

Several privately-owned 
newspapers repotted Saturday 
the lolling of at least a dozes 
members of Algeria's security 
forces in two ambushes earlier 
in the week, and the death of a 
Muslim extremist "emir” in a 
third ambush. 

There was no immediate offi- 
cial confirmation of the reports. 

According to Le Quotidien 
d’Oran. nine soldiers were 
machine gunned to death on 
Thursday after the two jeeps 
they were riding in hit mines. 



An old Yemeni vendor displays dates Saturday, in the old dty bazaar. During the Holy Muslim Month of Ramadan. 
Muslims refrain from food and drink from dawn to dusk, and dates are one of the main items they break their fast with 
(Reuters photo) 

Yemen hostage tragedy may 
have saved us — German 


BONN (R) — A German 
tourist who rearmed home on 
Saturday after a kidnap ordeal in 
Yemen said she and her com- 
panions may have been released 
unharmed only because another 
hostage drama ended in tragedy 
earlier this week. 

Roswitha Adlung. 49, was 
among four Germans who were 
held by Yemeni tribesmen for 
24 days before being freed on 
Wednesday. 

Their release took place a day 
after Yemeni security fences 
intervened to liberate 16 other 
Western hostages in a mission 
which resulted in the deaths of 
three Britons and an Australian. 

“When we heard [about the 
deaths] we were destroyed, 
because that [the rescue] might 
have contributed to our being set 
tree,” Adlung told Reuters Tele- 
vision in an interview’. 

She thanked the government 
in Yemen for not resorting to 
force to free the German cap- 
tives as controversy still swirled 
around who was to blame for 


tbe deaths in the other group of 
eight women and eight men. 

Several survivors from that 
group arrived in London on Fri- 
day and gave harrowing 
accounts of their rescue; Two 
other members of that party 
were injured. 

The survivors among the 
Britons. Australians and Ameri- 
cans were unsure whether their 
kidnappers or tbe Yemeni secu- 
rity forces had been the first to 
open fire in what turned into a 
deadly shootout. “None of us 
had any idea who fired first,” 
British survivor Brian Smith 
said. ‘We amply do not know.” 

The British government, dis- 
satisfied with the version it had 
been told by Sanaa, has twice 
summoned Yemen's ambas- 
sador to Britain to account for 
what actually happened. 

Meanwhile, British and 
American investigators on Sat- 
urday began an on-the-spot 
probe into the deaths. 

Adlung. and her fellow ex- 
hostages — two women and 


one man — flew early on Satur- 
day to Frankfort airport where 
they were kept away from 
reporters upoa arrival. 

The group were debriefed by 
German security officials before 
being taken home to relatives in 
Beilin and the western border 
stale of Saarland. 

Behind them was tbe longest 
captivity of any Western tourists 
in the Middle East state — an 
oideal which need never have 
taken place, Adlung said. 

She thanked the German gov- 
ernment for its diplomatic 
efforts to free the group 
unharmed. President Roman 
Herzog had appealed directly to 
the Yemeni government to avoid 
the use of force. 

But she criticised the foreign 
ministry for failing to give clear- 
er warnings of the dangers of 
travelling in Yemen, saying her 
group had avoided areas 
matted out by Bonn as danger- 
ous. Tt should have been trade 
clearer that it was dangerous 
everywhere in Yemen." said 


Adlung, sitting on the sofa in the 
living room of her brother’s 
Berlin home. “We were also not 
told of the number of attacks on 
foreigners in the past year” . 

Tbe German tourists were 
abducted by armed gunmen 
who held up their vehicle on a 
busy road and then drove them 
for four hours into the moun- 
tains. On the way, they ca me 
underfire. 

‘Then we were ted into a 
tent_. and were immediately 
welcomed as guests.” she said. 
“And then we sat and drank 
tea.” 

Hie group was moved around 
three times while in captivity, in 
constant fear that they could be 
executed. “Because of the num- 
ber of weapons that they had, I 
thought that they might shoot 
us, one by one. to blackmail the 
government.” she said. 

Adlung, who showed few 
outward signs of what she had 
been through, said had probably 
one of tbe last to realise that she 
had actually been freed. 


Cairo pets get state-of-the-art hospital and motel 


By Hala Boocompagni 

AFP 

CAIRO — Egypt’s first ani- 
mal motel state-of-the-ait hos- 
pital and a super mini-market 
offering canine toothpaste and 
diet food for pets has opened 
for business at a cost of about 
one million dollars. 

Located in the upmarket 
Cairo neighbourhood of 
Mohandisseen. the private 
Cairo Vet Centre boasts a mod- 
ern polyclinic and laboratory 
and a mini-market selling 400 
items of food, including diet 


meals, animal toys, anti-flea 
shampoos and other useful 
goods for man's four-legged 
and feathered friends. 

Already 15 dogs have 
checked in at the 25-cell motel 
on the southern fringes of 
Mohandisseen which opened 
last month. But it's also open 
to horses, cats and other 
domestic animals, who can 
choose between a single or 
suite — the latter usually des- 
tined for expecting or newly- 
wed pets. 

Multi-coloured light-bulbs 
and posters of cabs and dogs 


were strong outside the build- 
ing housing the ground-floor 
clinic, off tbe fashionable 
Gameat AI Dowal Avenue in 
Mohandisseen, for its inaugu- 
ration in mid-December 

Guests were invited to come 
without their pets to celebrate 
the event which culminated 
with the slaughtering of a calf 
in the street outside the budd- 
ing. in a traditional gesture of 
goodwill with the meat going 
to the poor. 

“Unfortunately no one in the 
Middle East is interested in 
developing the veterinary field. 


This line of work is considered 
of little importance,” said vet- 
erinarian Ahmad Al Shebiney. 
owner of the venture. 

Shebiney. a feUow at tie 
Animal Health Trust Hospital 
in the English town of New- 
market. enlisted the help of 
three Egyptian veterinary sur- 
geons who had established 
practices abroad because of 
foe lack of interest at home. 

Safwat Al Mokhtar Ali Has- 
san said he will shuttle 
between Cairo and Karlsruhe 
in Germany where be runs an 
animal clime. ‘There are 10 


vet clinics in Cairo but none 
have the equipment we have 
here,” Hassan told visitors. 

The consultation room is 
equipped tvitli an ultrasound 
machine, an ophthalmoscope, 
a laryngoscope and a portable 
X-ray for house calls, while 
the surgery room has an ultra- 
violet lamp, used for sterilisa- 
tion. and tbe latest tools used in 
bone and open heart surgery. 

“We can perform all sons of 
suigerv from cataracts to neu- 
rosurgery.'' said Hassan. 
According to Stebiney, five 
per cent of Cairo's 16 million 


inhabitants own pets or other 
domestic animals and the clin- 
ic hopes that it will be able to 
reach a large number of them. 

So far foe first clients are 
expatriates and wealthy Egyp- 
tians who have no qualms an 
spending from force to five 
dollars a day for a motel room ' 
— full board of course — for 
their pets. 

Tbe cost of simple surgery 
will be around $200 raid near- 
ly $300 for more serious oper- 
ations, or up to force times the 
average monthly salary of an . 
Egyptian office worker 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 ..Cartoon - Tbe Pink Pamber 
15:20 .The Pumpkin Patch 

15 JO LiftOff 

16:00 Doc. — Big Cat Diary 

16 JO ....(Ch. 2 Links with Ch. 1 ) 

17:00 Le Grand Secret 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Words of Wisdom 

19i30 .News Headlines 

1W5 Comeday — TbeBrittas 
Empire 

2*k00 Journey Across the Land of 
Islam 

20:30 Drama — Walker. Texas 
Range 1 

21:15 Doc. — Faring & Ecology 
21*30 Entertainment — Behind 
the Scenes 

22:00 .News in English 

2230 Melissa 

23:10 Drama — Doogie Howser 
23:59 EndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:54 . — Fajr 

05:09 (Sunrise) Dufta 

11:40 Dhuhr 

14:25 ‘Asr 

16:48 Maghreb 

18:11 ‘Isha 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


..Beirut (RJ) 


St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624SI I. 

St Afinan Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5S65S97 

German-speaking EvangeBcal 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
Tbe EvangeScai Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De b 
Salle CoOege TeL 5661757 
Church of tbe Aimonciation 
TfeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 


It will be sunny with tempera- 
tures rising slightly and winds 
southeasterly light to moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate, and seas choppy. 


Amman 

Aqaba 


Deserts 

Jordan VaDey 


—06/18 
-11/25 
-04/17 
- 12/24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16, Aqaba 22 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 39 per cent, 
Aqaba 36 percent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajloun 


-04/12 


Church of Presentation. Swei- 

Jerash 

. .05/16 

fieb TeL 5920146 

UmQays 

- . .-05/16 

Tbe liriate Catholic Church 

Mari a ha . . 

. 06/17 

TfeL 4624757 

para 

.. JW 17 

The Fnglish-I 

Dead Sea 

. 13/25 


Al Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....5537004 
RoknAIDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBED: 

Dr. Ghazi Xa'amneh...(02)250080 
Fou'ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad (09)985550 
Palestine Pharmacy. .( 09 1983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Count)) Centre — .46371 J 1 
Civil Detente Department 5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.— _ 199 
Rescue Police.. 192.46211114637777 
Fire Brigade 4617101 


Blood Bank. 


Highway Police- 
Traffic Police. 


..4775121 

-5343402 

-.4896390 


CHURCHES 

St Marv of Nazareth Church 
Sweffiefe TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 


EvangeBcal Free Giurdi TfeL 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Arm enian Cathofic 
Church TeL 477 1331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Du GhaEbZawafcfeh 4126011 

Dc KhakteunAsfour 5332600 

Dr AwniHawamdeft 5332350 

Ik Tawfiq Qufa’ain .-4623029 

AMMAN: 

Fires Pharmacy 5661912 


Public Security DepL._..463032 1 

Hotel Complaints. 5605 S00 

Price Complaints .566] 176 

Water & Sewage Complains 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) tel 


Overseas Calls . 


-0132 


Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

AbdaliTd. Repairs -5661 101 

Jordan Television .47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — -47741 1 1 

—5680100 


Water Authority .. 

J. Electricity Authority ..58 15615 


Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Information- 44-53200 
Queen Alia (nil. Airport __44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart arid Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 

The Islamic. Atxfli .5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre. 5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity— —4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity .4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maremity_...4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani — 5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227# 
AJ-AhK, Abdali .-.—.5664164/6 
Italian. Al-Muhajreen 4777I0I/3 

Al-Bashir >4775111/26 

Army. Marta 489161 1/15 

Queen Alia HospitaL 5157100 

Arrai Hospital — 5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre .5353000 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt- Hospital .(09)983323 
Zarqa National HospitaL (09)900560 
Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986731 
Al HDcma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 


-(02)272275 


Ibn AI Nofees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831. 

1.02)710201 1 

Speciality Hospital (02)7 1 03 1 00 

AQABA: 

PrincessHaya Hospital (03)2040111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FEgbfs 

07:40 Jeddah (add) (RJ> 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:40 .Vienna (add) (RJ) 

0850 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:00 Beirut (RJ) 

09:50 —Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

16:45 New Yak. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 London (Rj) 


J 8.-05 


1 8:25 
18^10 

Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

19:25 

19-^0 

Ruis, Brussels (RJ) 

20:05 


21:45 


23:59 


04:40 


Otho- Flights 

12l30 Arinn lTV\ 

14t35 


18:00 

1&40. 

— Dubai Damascus (EK) 

18:45.. 


1SM)5.. 


2025. 


20:40 . 


2225 —ion don, Damascus (BA ) 

23^5. 



02d» .. 

Rome (AZ) 


— Frankfurt (RJ) 
Jtame (add) (RJ) 
Rome (RJ) 

Vienna (RJ) 


05:20 

20:10 

10:30 

11:15 

11:20 

11:25 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

11^0 -Amsterdam. New Yak (RJ) 

12:15 Athens(RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

18:30 —Aqaba, Vienna (add) (RJ) 

2lk25 Cairo (RJ) 

2030 Jeddah (RJ) 

2025 NewDdti (RJ) 

21:00 .._Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:40 — —Damascus (RJ) 

22J0 .Bangkok (RJ) 

00:1ft — .Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

00i30 Sanaa (RJ) 

00:40 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wings (KW) Flights 
09l 50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

ll:10_Aqaba (arriving at Marta 
Airport) (RW) 

16.-00. Aqaba /arriving at Marta 
Airport) (RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

22:50 Aqaba (arriving ai Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ffights 
05:00 — Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 
07:10 


jrankfiirt(LH) 


13:30 Aden flY) 


15:35. 

BhOO 

Istanbul (Tlv) 

Dubai(H0 

19j40 

_.B3ev(6U) 

20:00 


21:10 

TAAmtph 

21^40 

.Cairo (MS) 

00i35 

0 1:55 

-.-Amsteidam (KL) 

MO 

JRomefAZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Maka Air- 
port) iRWj 

08£30_Aqaba (from Marta Air- 
port) (RW) 

16i30 Tel Aviv (from Marta Air- 
port HRW) 

■20l 30 -Aqaba (fromQALA)(RHfl 
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Highness Princess Basma talks to an orphaned 
village near Irbid where she had an iftar after 
(Osti^dhig food and dothes to needy families the compa- 
rt^jQO chfldren. 

Princess Basma takes 



on the road 


/jdjaAN (J.T.) -—As pan of 
tteaogracg Ramadan Chari- 
yCfflupargn to aid the poor. 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Bosnia too red villages and 
towns in the Iibid Jerashand 
i Ajtotm govemoraieis where 
j she met the needy and dis- 
tributed financial and in- land 
aid to hundreds of poor fam- 
ilies. 

The beneficiaries, includ- 
ing residents of refugee 
camps and 15 villages, 
itoiived aid worth JD95.000 
afting with medicine and 
medical. equipment worth 
another JD25,000. 

The Princess’s first stop 
was in the Jerash region 
where she was accorded an 
oriusiastic welcome by 
local citizens and school- 
children to whom she distrib- 
uted gifts. 

The Princess then moved 
uo to the Gaza refugee camp 
and met with members of 
local charitable centres and 
representatives of the local 
residents who expressed their 
joy over His Majesty King 
Hussein's complete cure . 
Princess Basma, president 
of the<2ueen Alia Fund for 
Social Development iQAFk 
the annual organiser of the 


campaign, later visited the 
rest of die villages where she 
chaned with schoolchildren 
and local citizens enquiring 
about their living conditions. 
She later met wdth members 
of women groups. 

Accompanied by the mem- 
bers of QAF s higher com- 
mittee, Princess Basma made 
her final stop at a village near 
Irbid where she distributed 
food and cloches to needy 
families and had iftar in the 
company of 100 orphaned 
children. The iftar was hosted 
by A1 Farouqi Charitable 
Society 1 . 

Princess Basma is continu- 
ing the campaign to collect 
contributions and distribute 
them to needy families, 
mainly in Jordan’s remote 
villages. 

Five hundred families from 
the refugee camp, 350 from 
the villages of the Ajloun 
govemorate and another 350 
in the Jerash area received 
gifts and medicine during 
Princess's Basina’s toun 

The financial and in-kind 
contributions were donated 
by economic institutions, 
banks, private organisations, 
companies, factories and pri- 
vate citizens. 


Aqaba church find 
‘pure serendipity’ 
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ByJoeWbedan 

The Associated Press 

GH, N.C. — It was an 
astonishing piece of luck. After a 
torch. Professor Thomas Parker 
went looking for an ancient 
Honan trading port and dug up 
what may be the oldest known 
Christian church. 

CWher structures converted to 
churches are older than the rwo- 
aorey mud-brick building that 
Parker found in Aqaba, Jordan. a 
fed Sea resort city 230 miles 
sooth of Amman. Parker's dLs- 
wvesy. however, is die oldest 
tatkiing known to exist that was 
erected solely as a Christian wor- 
shipping place, he said. 

Built around 290 or 300 A_D. 
hy early Christians, the church 
somehow survived the “Great 
fesecutioo,” when the Roman 
Emperor Diocletian ordered 
churches razed and Christians 
wtwwl between 303 and 311. 
The church may have been 
because it lay on the 
ttnpire’s southeastern periphery, 
Parker said 

it was destroyed by a caia- 
dyairic earthquake in 363 and 
huded by the desen. 
jfctai 48, on the North Car- 
^ State University history 
‘boiiry since 1980, became inter- 
^ in Aqaba and its predeces- 
^ the ancient Roman pent of 


Aila, when he shifted his scholar- 
ly research from Roman military 
history to Roman economy. He 
found himself in the middle of a 
debate about how big a role trade 
played 

“We didn’t go to Aqaba to find 
the oldest church in the world, 
but to find evidence of Roman 
economic activity,” he said. “The 
discovery of the church was an 
unexpected bonus.” 

Ancient historical texts sug- 
gested Aila’s likely location in 
present-day Aqaba, which lies at 
the head of the Gulf of Aqaba, an 
arm of the Red Sea, Parker and 
his wife walked the area in 1993 
after examining old British 
Royal Air Force aerial photos. 
They found pottery shards that 
encouraged them to return in 
1994. 

That year, he and his 50-mem- 
ber expedition found Aila in the 
middle of a thriving port city that 
was undergoing a construction 
boom. 

“It was serendipity that we 
started when we did,” Parker said 
of the expedition's timing. “We 
could have lost a major historic 
site.” 

Only when his crew last sum- 
mer excavated the apse on the 
easte rn end of the building did he 
become confident enough to 
consider announcing his find- 
ings. 
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t§ ifiat’s going on 

Film . 

* .‘La Belle et la Bete" at the French Cultural Centre, Jatxu 
''febdeh on Monday Jan. 4 at 8:30 p.m. 

Concert 

* - Musical performance entitled “May God 

^ai foe Royal Cultural Centrer on Monday Jan. 4 ar S:W P-™. 

ExHtemo?® in 

* Fto exhibition at the Royal Culhi^ Centre,^ 1 ^ 

' Exhibition of ceramics, sculpture, and 

S J °^ Iraqi, Syrian. Lebane*. 

Nafflmourahi Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 553609b). un 

fan. 25. . . , 

* BxUtf on of Nabataean silver jewelry' at the Jordan 
^gnandTVade Ctenre, off Wadi Saqra Street, until Jan. I? ( 

* The Warm Winter" — works by 

M Gallery, Um Utfaaina (Tel 5526932), unidi^- 1- 

^TenthAnnive^y Exhibition uS 
atDamt A1 Funun, Jabul Weibdeh (Tel. 464-^- 

Jfln '>0 . 


Lower House committee 
to open discussion 
on Abbadi’s immunity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Legal Committee of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
is scheduled to start discus- 
sions tomorrow of a request 
from the criminal Court’s 
prosecutor general to lift 
the parliamentary immuni- 
ty of Deputy Ahmad Owei- 
di Abbadi to allow him to 
stand trial in two court 
cases connected with 
alleged sexual assault. 

The committee, chaired 
by Deputy GhaJeb Zou’bi, 
announced it received the 
request and the necessary 
documents, channelled to it 
through the House Speaker 
Abdul Hadi Majali. 

According to parliamen- 
tary regulations, cases con- 
cerning immunity of 
deputies are referred to the 
Legal Committee for 
review. The committee 
issues its recommendations 
to the House within a peri- 
od of [wo weeks. 

Abbadi has denied the 
allegations levelled against 
him and the husband of the 
woman who filed one of the 
sexual assault cases against 


the deputy has dropped 
charges. But according to 
the Legal Committee, the 
husband's decision to drop 
charges does not mean that 
the case is dropped in the 
Lower House. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that the 
woman who had filed the 
case claimed that she had 
an affair with Abbadi who 
promised to marry her. 

According to the Jordan- 
ian Constitution, senators 
and deputies shall not be 
subject to court prosecution 
while Parliament is in ses- 
sion unless an absolute 
majority of the Lower 
House finds enough evi- 
dence to allow prosecution. 

Since the restoration of 
parliamentary life in 1989, 
the House has never lifted 
the immunity of any deputy 
and has since turned down 
two similar requests 
involving former deputies 
Yaqoub Qirrish and Jamal 
Khreisha. 


Party leaders blast 
Arab governments 
for a ‘lack of courage’ 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Leaders of 
political parties, prominent 
Jordanian politicians and 
women groups on Friday 
voiced condemnation of the 
British-U.S. strikes against 
Iraq and called on the Arab 
and Islamic nations to take the 
initiative of ending the sanc- 
tions imposed on die Iraqi 
people. 

Among the main speakers at 
a public rally held at Khalil Al 
Rahman Society was the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood’s overall 
leader Abdul Majid 
Thuneibat, who accused Arab 
regimes of lacking courage 
and political potency, saying 
leaders even were afraid to 
hold a summit to discuss the 
Iraqi question. 

Praising the support for Iraq 
expressed by Arab parliamen- 
tarians during a recent extraor- 
dinary meeting in Amman to 
discuss the recent U.S.-British 
aggression on Iraq. Thuneibat 
said the parliamentarians 
should force their govern- 
ments to lift the sanctions, 
stressing that Arab countries 
can and should take this initia- 
tive to save the Iraqi people 
from further aggression. 

Na’el BarakaL head of the 
Higher Committee for Coordi- 
nation among Opposition Par- 
ties, said hostile powers have 
imposed their hegemony over 
.Arab oil resources and have 
forced Gulf countries to accept 
and support enemy troops sta- 
tioned on their soil under the 
pretext of defending Arab 
states. 


Describing the U.S.-British 
attacks as barbaric. Barakai 
demanded that Arab states 
back Iraq's drive to end the 
eight-year-old economic 
embargo and also expressed 
appreciation to Russia and 
China for their stand during 
the recent confrontation. 

Hussein Mjalli. president of 
the Jordanian Bar Association, 
attacked the government for 
banning the professional asso- 
ciations from meeting with the 
Iraqi parliamentary delegation 
who visited Amman to attend 
the Arab Parliamentary 
Union’s extraordinary meet- 
ing. 

Mjalli accused successive 
governments of trying to sever 
Jordan from the Arab World 
and of subjecting the country 
to the will of the enemies of 
the Arab Nation. 

Mjalli urged Arabs to call for 
a summit which should be 
totally dedicated to the lifting 
of sanctions and urged Syria 
and Iraq to unite their efforts in 
the face of the common 
enemy. 

Laila KhaJecL a leading 
Palestinian political activist, 
said the jnere words of con- 
demnation are futile and can- 
not achieve anything. 

.Arab women in Iraq have 
lost one million of their chil- 
dren during the embargo and 
are steadfast in their stand. 
Khaled said She urged Arab 
states to rally behind Iraq's 
struggle for freedom from 
aggression and Western hege- 
mony. 


Health ministry expected 
to set new regulations 
for registration of pharmacies’ 


AMMAN f J.T. ) — Health 
Minister Na’el Ajlouni is 
expected to announce the new 
conditions and regulations 
concerning the opening of 
pharmacies in the country, 
according to a report published 
by the local press Saturday. 

"The new regulations are 
designed to organise the pro- 
fession and ensure distribution 
of drug stores in accordance 
with public demand in vari- 
ous parts of the country, 
according to die report 

The report quoted exerpis of 
die new regulations, noting 
that qualified pharmacists can 
open drug stores in Amman, 
Irbid and Zarqa provided that a 
licence to practise was 
obtained from the Ministry of 
Health at least five years prior 
to the dare of registering die 
business. Those wishing to 
open pharmacies in the other 
govemorares should have a 
licence for three years, and 
those wishing to open pharma- 
cies within the municipalities 
of small towns should have 
obtained a licence at least one 
year in advance. 

Also according to die new 
regulations, licences for phar- 
macies can be issued immedi- 


ately if they are to open in 
areas where no pharmacies 
exist 

The Health Ministry’s regu- 
lations made it a condition that 
no pharmacy can transfer from 
one area to another unless the 
move is justified under the 
same set of regulations and 
with the Health Ministry’s 
approval or after the lapse of 
the number of years as stipu- 
lated under the same regula- 
tions. 

The new regulations were 
called for by the Jordan Phar- 
macists Association which 
said that the lack of them has 
created a confusion, allowing 
pharmacies to open at random. 
There are L600 pharmacies in 
the country at present or one 
pharmacy for every 900 per- 
sons. The figure exceeds the 
world rale of one pharmacy for 
every 5,000 to 8.000 citizens, 
according to the association. 

The association said that the 
glut in the number of pharma- 
cies has caused a decline in 
income, making it difficult for 
proprietors to recover the esti- 
mated average of JD40.000 
capital invested in each busi- 
ness. 
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Refinery caught unaware by gas shortage 

Relief expected with gas shipment from Greece 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — Officials from 
the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company are 
working round the clock to 
meet public demand for gas 
after being caught by sur- 
prise by an unexpected gas 
shortage. 

“Employees at Amman. 
Zaruq and Irbid gas stations 
are currently working 24 
hours in order to control the 
situation,” said Minister of 
Water, Supply and Energy 
Haiti Muiki. 

However, Jordanians 
from all walks life are still 
flocking to gas distribution 
agencies hoping ro replace 
their empty cylinders w'ilh 
full ones. 

“I have been standing 
here for more than three 
hours, waiting for the shop 
to open to bring gas 1 3 my 
hungry and freezing chil- 
dren.” said Omar Suleiman, 
45. 

Suleiman and around 100 
other citizens were waiting 
in the freezing weather on 
Friday night in from of a 
closed sa.s agency in 
Sweileh. 

“The sign reads, ‘gas will 
be available after eight 
p.m.’ People, with their gas 
cylinders, have been wait- 


ing here since half past five, 
and now it is around nine 
but no body showed up.” 
said another citizen cover- 
ing his head with a kufia 
while shivering with cold. 

Some citizens were 
unable ro stand the cold and 
left home unable ro fill their 
cylinders hoping tomorrow 
will bring better luck. 

“We have no gas to cook 
with. We want to know if 
there really is gas or not," 
said an old woman. 

At around 10 p.m., only 
five people were left in the 
queue after the others aban- 
doned the waiting game for 
the time being. Most said 
they expected to have to 
spend another night eating 
bread and cheese while 
preparing Lhemseives to 
fast the next day from sun- 
rise till sunset. 

Others put the empty 
cylinders in their cars and 
roamed around the capital 
hoping to Find vans distrib- 
uting gas. 

The refinery company 
decided last week to ration 
gas distribution following 
i he sudden shortage caused 
by an unexpected increase 
in public demand for the 
commodity when the cur- 
rent cold wave started 
affectine the Kinsdom. Jor- 


dan’s daily consumption of 
between 500 and 550 
tonnes of liquefied gas dur- 
ing summer soared to 1 .250 
tonnes a day in winter. 

Muiki said the problem is 
an ever-increasing public 
need tor gas as well as the 
limited production capacity 
of gas distribution stations 
across the country. 

"Jordan does not face a 
problem with Iraq concern- 
ing gas and the Iraqi offi- 
cials are very understand- 
ing to Jordan’s situation.” 
said Muiki. "The refinery 
company received 37.000 
tonnes of liquefied gas 
while another 40,000 
tonnes of gas. ordered from 
Greece, are expected to 
dock the port of Aqaba on 
Wednesday.” 

Jordanians were shocked 
by the sudden shortage of 
gas supplies in the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany, which earlier had 
assured Jordanians that the 
company has enough gas 
supplies for roughly three 
months. Muiki earlier said 
Jordan has gas supplies 
only for five to six days. 

A concession agreement 
between the government 
and the refiner} stipulates 
that the latter must meet the 
public demands of fuels 


and gas. 

Muiki also said the gov- 
ernment is studying ~ the 
possibility of allowing the 
private sector ro import liq- 
uefied gas next year "after 
studying all legal aspect of 
the move to avoid a possi- 
ble repetition of the same 
situation." 

Some citizens com- 
plained they had to pay 
JD2.5G for one cylinder 
w'hile the official price is 
JD2.20. 

The refinery said ir was 
forced to implement a five 
per cent ration on gas sup- 
plies distributed. 

However, gas distribution 
agencies said they had been 
receiving around 70 per 
cent of their actual daily 
needs. 

"We were allowed to lake 
only 54 cylinders, while we 
usually replace around SO 
cylinders a day." Ismat Ali. 
from Jamal Gas distribution 
agency in the suburb of 
Sweileh. told the Jordan 
Tiroes. 

One columnist seemed to 
be less optimistic that the 
crisis will soon be over. 

"The crisis i* still there. 
We witnessed that our- 
selves. Looking for a gas 
cylinder was like searching 
for a needle in a haystack." 


Days of water well abuse numbered 

Government initiates crackdown on private wells 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The government 
Saturday said it has launched an 
ongoing crack-down against the 
abuse of 1.654 privaielv-nm water 
wells as pan of efforts to combat 
illegal use of water. 

Minister of Water and Energy 
Huni Muiki told the Jordan Times 
that the Cabinet recently formed a 
committee, which includes the 
ministries of water and irrigation, 
interior, municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment to control the 
use of these wells. 

Over the past decades, the gov- 
ernment allowed land owners to 
pump water from wells for agri- 
cultural and domestic use in areas 
that have no direct supplies. Exh 
well has an average of pumping 
capacity of 50-100 cubic metres 
per hour. 

According to law. owners are 
required to install meters at all 
licensed wells to allow the Water 
Authority to take readings to 
ensure that the annual quota of 
50.000 cubic metres of water each 
is not surpassed. Violators are 
required to pay 250 Sis per each 
cubic metre aixive the set amount. 

However, overpumping contin- 
ues unabated and meters are occa- 
sionally reset or broken, while the 
government appears to be turning 


a blind eye on reported violations, 
according to private and official 
water industry sources, who 
claimed that of the 1,654 wells. 
528 are unlicensed and therefore 
have no metres. 

Many industry sources have said 
the govemment will be reluctant to 
take measures against such action 
because of several economic and 
legal considerations and to avoid 
potential trouble from "influential" 
well owners. 

Such wells were the main source 
of water supply for Amman during 
last summer’s water pollution cri- 
sis. 

Last week, the Water Authority 
referred to court 1,500 cases 
involving residents allegedly 
receiving water illegally either by 
tampering with or damaging water 
meters. Qlegai use of water report- 
edly causes the treasury a JD15 
million loss every year 

Tbe government had stopped 
supplying these households with 
water after violations were discov- 
ered and they will be charged by 
the prosecutor general in accor- 
dance with the volume of illegally 
received water. 

The government estimates that 
more dun 50 per cent of water cir- 
culated to citizens was lost annual- 
ly to both a worn out water net- 
work and illegal water usage. 


Muiki said the decision is pan of 
a scheme that will also help meet a 
water shortage that could occur 
next summer if the winter ends 
with low amounts of rainfall. 

The plan includes controlling 
the water pumping from welis 
used for agricultural purposes 
through forcing owners to adhere 
to the above mentioned quota and 
to link privately-owned wells 
around Amman to the main net- 
work in older to meet a possible 
shortage. 

Jordanians will have to live with 
chronic water shortages as the 
government scrambles to find 
local and foreign financiers to fund 
new, non- traditional water sources. 

According to an official report, 
fresh water resources will be fully 
utilised by the year 2005. Hence, 
investment in water projects is one 
of the government’s major goals 
for the 21st ceniury to help solve 
the water crisis. 

On Thursday. Muiki signed an 
S 800.000 agreement with a local 
firm to dig two deep wells in 
Karak in order to examine the 
quality of 30.000-year-old Disi 
aquifer. 

Last October, the government 
solicited around 51 local Arab and 
foreign firms to pre-quality for the 
S73G million project on a build, 
operate and transfer basis to draw 


water to Amman from the Disi 
aquifer in the south of the country. 
It said it was seeking to appoint a 
consortium to finance, construct 
and manage the project in a joint 
venture arrangement with a Jor- 
danian public shareholding com- 
pany. 

The Dia-Amman conveyance 
system will be transferred to the 
government after 20 years. It will 
email drilling wells, building a 
pumping station and a 325-kilo- 
metre waier pipeline from the Disi 
aquifer to the capital for the deliv- 
ery of 1 00 million cubic metres bv 
2005. 

Official figures suggest that by 
the year 2000. Jonlan’s popula- 
tion, growing at around 35 per 
cent annually, will require 1257 
million cubk: metres of water to 
cover minimum needs while 
resources will be capable of sup- 
plying only 960 million cubic 
metres. 

Jordan relies mainly on rainwa- 
ter to meet domestic, agricultural 
and industrial needs which is 
tapped from surface water sources 
such as rivers and renewable 
groundwater sources. 

Officials insist the government 
is already working to remedy its 
critical water shortage by mod- 
ernising distribution networks 
with the help of foreign donors. 


Jordan to compile human development report 

Low per capita income mars Kingdom’s human development standing — UNDP report 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — Jordan is compil- 
ing its own national human 
development report I HDR) to 
monitor human development, 
detect change and predict new 
socio-economic trends. 

“Jordan’s report will serve as 
an advocacy tool for the wider 
utilisation of the sustainable 
human development concept,” 
said Zein Hayek coordinator of 
the "Human Development Pro- 
files and Strategy for Jordan" 
project under which the HDR 
is being formulated. 

She told the Jordan Times 
that the country needed such a 
report “to assist in identifying 
the country’s specific prob- 
lems and conceptualise nation- 
al priorities.” 

For the past nine years, the 
llnried Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) annual 
Human Development Report 
has provided an overview of 
development in 174 industri- 
alised and developing coun- 
tries. 

Last year, Jordan was classi- 
fied as having achieved a medi- 
um standard of human devel- 
opment, ranking 87th out of 
174 according to the Human 
Development Index (HDI). 
The HDI is based on three 
socio-economic indicators: life 
expectancy, adult literacy, and 
per capita income. 

Despite the country's accom- 


plishments in literacy and life 
expectancy, Jordan’s per capita 
income continues to be low- 
and has affected its HDI rank. 

Jordan, last year, dropped 
three places from 84 in 1997 
with Canada remaining in the 
lead for the second consecutive 
year. Bahrain ranks the highest 
among Arab countries. 

More than 100 countries 
have formulated their own 
national HRDs. Jordan's HDR 
is expected ro be released in 
March. Actual work on Jor- 
dan’s HDR commenced five 
months ago in cooperation 
with the UNDP, the Ministry of 
Social Development and with 
the financial assistance of the 
British government’s Depart- 
ment for International Devel- 
opment (DFID). 

According to Hayek, a 
researcher at the Human 
Development Directorate at the 
Ministry of Hanning. Jordan’s 
report will pave the way for a 
systematic human develop- 
ment strategy. She added that 
this strategy will be “based on 
actions to be taken to deal with 
the main problems the King- 
dom, and strategic objectives 
to be attained.” 

Economic recession was 
identified by the UNDP as one 
of the mam challenges to the 
region not only because of its 
impact on poverty and employ- 
ment levels, but also on con- 
stricting the rales of develop- 


ment 

Jordan has adopted “Youth" 
as the theme tor its report, 
reflecting a principle pressing 
demographic feature of the 
country’, said Hayek. 

“Unemployment is a serious 
problem in the country. This 
issue and many others facing 
this segment of the population 
cannon be ignored,” she 
stressed. 

Approximately 30 per cent of 
the Jordanian population is 
made up of youth between the 
age of 1 5 to 25. Chapter three 
of the report attempts to project 
the Kingdom's youth popula- 
tion over the next 25 years. 

“Youth are those who are 
unmarried, live with their par- 
ents, and are economically 
dependent on them. This 
means that those between 25 
and 30 could be included with- 
in this definition,” Hayek 
defined. 

Human development experts 
feel that information about the 
situation of Jordanian youth is 
scarce: hence society does not 
know the real problems and 
challenges it may soon free. 

The report tackles the issue 
of youth from the perspective 
of education, employment, and 
social integration. In the latter 
domain, Hayek said the report 
will highlight the extraordinary 
pressure youth are up against 

Special attention is given to 
socio-economic and socio-cul- 


tural factors that promote the 
social integration of youth in 
addition to social exclusion and 
alienation.” 

One objective behind the Jor- 
dan HDR is the identification 
of a series of complete indica- 
tors to be used in the construc- 
tion of a social integration 
index. 

The HDI is the subject of the 
report's second chapter and 
takes a "hard-nosed look at 
UNDP statistics on Jordan used 
in the global HDR.” said 
Hayek. 

She explained thai those 
involved in preparing the 
report want to see the origin of 
these numbers and review rheir 
accuracy. 

Princess Basma, the United 
Nations Honorary Ambassador 
on Human Development, pro- 
posed the initiation of an Annu- 
al Arab Human Development 
Report in Bahrain at the 
regional launch of the HDR 
there. 

The aim of an Arab report is 
"to focus on selected policy 
issues, as well as highlighting 
successful country experiences 
and providing input for the for- 
mulation of human develop- 
ment strategies,” Princess 
Basma told the Jordan Times. 

The Jordan HDR concludes 
with policy implications for the 
Kingdom's human develop- 
ment and an index analysis of 
vouih in Jordan. 
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Political fight 
shapes up in 
Indonesia 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A 
political fight was loom- 
ing here Saturday over the 
likely disqualification of 
scores of new political 
parties from taking part in 
the first general elections 
since the fall of Suharto. 

The wrangle was trig- 
gered by a statement by 
Home Affairs Minister 
Syarwan Hamid last week 
that only 15 of some 120 
parties that have sprung up 
since Suharto’s fall would 
qualify for the June 7 polls 
under new laws being 
drawn up by parliament. 

Indonesian President 
B.J. Habibie, a former 
Suharto protege, in a New 
Year’s Eve address 
pledged he would do all he 
could to ensure the elec- 
tions would be free and 
fair, and urged 
Indonesians to see them as 
the door to a new begin- 
ning. 

But a university student 
senate in Central Java 
warned in an announce- 
ment published by the 
Indonesian Observer 
Saturday that if it saw the 
new rules as unfair or 
“benefiting the status quo” 
it could boycott the polls. 

The Diponogoro 

University senate also said 
it would welcome any 
political parties unhappy 
with the rules to join the 
boycott. 

Student groups in 
Jakarta, who have been at 
the forefront of the reform 
battle with massive street 
demonstrations, told AFP 
they were awaiting the 
publication of the parlia- 
mentary rules before tak- 
ing action. 

“It is becoming clear that 
the (Jakarta student) 
groups will be divided 
between those who are for 
the elections, and those 
against.” said one student 
leader from Forkot. the 
students' City Forum 
grouping some 30 univer- 
sities in the greater Jakarta 
area. 

Meanwhile respected 
moderate Muslim scholar. 
Abdurrahman “Gus Dur” 
Wahid, lashed out at any 
boycott plan, and called a 
separate move mooted last 
week by the smaller par- 
ties to hold their own elec- 
tion as “unconstitutional." 


“If there is a rival elec- 
tion, it is clearly unconsti- 
tutional.'' said Gus Dur. 
who has been shutdlng 
between the armed forces, 
the president, the students 
and leading reformists in 
an attempt to shore up 
national unity at a time of 
waning confidence in the 
government. 

The current government. 
Gus Dur said, was “in a 
mess.” but the best way 
out was through elections 
“organised by a fair and 
just committee” with the 
Habibie government act- 
ing only as a facilitator. 

Should only 15 parties 
meet a government pro- 
posal now before parlia- 
ment for representation in 
one third of the country’s 
27 provinces, more than 
100 of the new parties that 
have mushroomed since 
Suharto's fall on May 21 
would be out of the run- 
ning. 

Some critics of the gov- 
ernment proposals have 
counter- proposed that all 
120 be allowed to run in 
June 1999 to serve as a 
weeding-out process for 
the next five-yearly elec- 
tions in 2005. 

But the only parties rep- 
resented in parliament are 
the three allowed under 
Suharto's rule — the rul- 
ing Golkar party.- the 
Muslim-oriented United 
development Party (PPP) 
and the smaller Indonesian 
Democracy Party (PDI). 

The current leading pres- 
idential hopefuls are 
Habibie, Megawati 

Sukarnoputri, popular 
daughter of the country's 
founding president 

Sukarno, and Muslim 
intellectual Amien Rais. 

Megawati was kicked 
out of the PDI leadership 
when the Suharto govern- 
ment rigged a PDI confer- 
ence in 1996. a move that 
was greeted by wide- 
spread rioting in Jakarta. 

The Golkar-majority 
parliament is currently 
deadlocked over whether 
civil servants should be 
allowed to hold party 
posts, a practice which 
helped Golkar sweep 
every poll since the early 
1970s. 


California gas 
worker arrested 
as bomb suspect 


SAN FRANCISCO 
(AFP) — A gas 
repairman who works 
for the regional utility 
company was arrest- 
ed here after he was 
found in possession of 
material to build a 
bomb, city police 
reported. 

Paul Madronich, 
who fixes gas leaks 
for Pacific Gas and 
Electric (PGetE), was 
found hoarding some 
1 13 kilos of ammoni- 
um nitrate and explo- 
sive wiring and fuses 
at a San Francisco 
metering service cen- 
tre. 

Ammonium nitrate, 
a fertiliser that 
becomes a deadly 
explosive when mixed 
with fuel. Is the chem- 
ical used in the 1995 
Oklahoma City 
bombing that killed 
168 people. 

Madronich, 44, also 
had bomb-making 
manuals and a 125 
litre drum of calcium 
nitrate, another fer- 
tiliser used in explo- 
sives, San Francisco 
police said, 

Madronich was 
arrested Thursday 
and is being held on 
$l-miIlion bail, police 
reported late Friday. 

Although it * is 


unclear why 

Madronich had the 
material, police 
believe he has no vio- 
lent political inten- 
tions. 

San Francisco 
Assistant District 
Attorney Jean Daly 
said Madronich 
apparently manufac- 
tured and sold small 
fireworks-sized explo- 
sives known as “cher- 
ry bombs*’ to co- 
workers, who in turn 
nicknamed him “the 
Unabomber.” 

San Francisco bomb 
squad police officers 
said they found 
enough material that, 
if assembled, was 
enough to destroy 
part of the utility 
company building 
where the explosives 
were fonnd. 

The ammonium 
nitrate police found, 
however, was a frac- 
tion of the two tonnes 
used in the deadly 
Oklahoma City 
bombing. 

It is unclear if police 
are trying to link 
Madronich, a 19-year 
PGetE veteran with 
no prior criminal 
record, to an unre- 
solved 1997 city-wide 
blackout blamed on 
sabotage. 



A destroyed car sits in the parking lot of the Waterfront in Cape Town. Police said two people were injured in the 
car bomb explosion at the entertainment area where two people were killed in a pipe bomb blast last August Police 
said it was too early to speculate on who was behind the car bomb at the height of the summer tourist season 
(Reuters photo) 

Police hunt for clues 
after Cape Town car bomb 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Police 
were hunting for clues 
Saturday to the identity of 
attackers who injured three 
people with a car bomb in 
Cape Town's Waterfront 
tourist mecca. 

The New Year’s Day blast 
was the second in four 
months at the hugely popu- 
lar complex, which was 
crammed with holidaymak- 
ers at the height of the south- 
ern hemisphere's summer. 

Police said they were 
studying video and security 
camera footage of the area 
but had no clues to the size 
of the bomb or the motive 
for planting it in a location 
with no clear target. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the attack. 

A forensic expert from 
Pretoria was due in Cape 
Town later Saturday to 
assess the explosive and the 
device and to see if it 


matched bombs used in 
urban terror attacks in recent 
months in the Cape Flas area 
east of Cape Town. 

Police spokeswoman 
Anine de Beer said the 
Toyota Corolla which car- 
ried the bomb had been 
stolen two days earlier just 
north of the city. 

Three people were treated 
for minor injuries and 
released from hospital after 
the Friday evening explo- 
sion. Two others were treat- 
ed for shock. 

The wreckage of die gut- 
ted white Corolla, and of 
other cars around it, provid- 
ed an unusual attraction 
Saturday as shoppers and 
holidaymakers arrived at the 
Waterfront 

In August a powerful pipe 
bomb ripped through . the 
U.S. -franchised Planet 
Hollywood restaurant, 
killing two people and injur- 
ing more than 25. 


That attack was widely 
attributed to the work of 
Muslim extremists angry at 
U.S. missile attacks on tar- 
gets in Afghanistan and 
Sudan. 

There was immediate 
speculation that the New 
Year’s Day car blast might 
also have been the work of 
militants in retaliation for 
the air strikes by British and 
U.S. warplanes against Iraq. 

The explosion followed 
the bombing of a synagogue 
on Dec. 18. British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair is to 
visit the city next week. 

But Western Cape 
Province Premier Gerald 
Morkel. facing national 
elections in under six 
months, moved quickly to 
offer a possible alternative 
explanation. 

“I wonder if there is a 
force with a hidden agenda 
to create the impression that 
this province is out of con- 


trol.” he told reporters late 
Friday night 

At the Waterfront com- 
plex. it was business as usual 
Saturday only a few hours 
after the blast. 

“Cape Town is too won- 
derful a place to be put off 
coming by something like 
this.” Australian cruise ship 
visitor Debbie Timbs said as 
she sipped her morning cof- 
fee in a cafes. 

‘“We can't run and hide. 
These people are cowards. 
We will come again,” said 
breakfasting Brian Simpson 
from Durban. 

Police have said the Planet 
Hollywood bomb was simi- 
lar to other blasts connected 
with gang warfare in the 
region. 

For tourist Kate Crawford 
there was no chance of die 
attack ruining her New Year 
holiday. *T come from 
Northern Ireland. I am used 
to this.” she said. 


Congolese rebels admit loss of town 


KISANGANI. Congo ( AP) 
— Congolese rebels have 
admitted they lost a north- 
western town to forces loyal 
to President Laurent Kabila, 
blaming lack of men and 
dense forests for slowing 
their advance. 

Maj. Siarilo Ngizo. speak- 
ing at rebel headquarters in 
Kisangani, Congo's third 
largest city and the last nav- 
igable port up the Congo 
River, said Friday that gov- 
ernment troops, aided by 
Rwandan Hutu fighters, had 
captured Businga after a 
day of heavy air bombard- 
ment last week. 

He said Businga. about 
1.200 kilometres northeast 
of the capital. Kinshasa, fell 
because most of the rebel 
troops were engaged in cap- 
turing Gemena and its air- 
base, 200 kilometres to the 
west, and left the town 
unprotected. 


Ngizo said the rebels w'ere 
attempting to retake 
Businga. 

The Congolese rebels and 
their Rwandan and 
Ugandan backers are 
attempting to secure posi- 
tions in northwestern 
Equateur Province, home 
territory of former dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko. in their 
advance on Kinshasa. 

Shortly after the rebellion 
began Aug. 2, rebels airlift- 
ed from eastern Congo 
across Africa's third-largest 
country to its Atlantic coast 
came close to taking the 
capital but were routed by 
the intervention of troops 
from . Zimbabwe and 
Angola. 

Namibia and Chad have 
also send forces in support 
of Kabila, who refuses to 
negotiate with the rebels, 
accusing them of being the 
puppets of Rwanda and 


Uganda and demanding the 
withdrawal of foreign 
forces. 

Rwanda and Luanda say 
they will keep troops in 
Congo until they have neu- 
tralised bases in eastern 
Congo used by Rwandan 
and Ugandan rebels 
attempting to destabilise 
their governments. 

Rwanda accuses Kabila of 
enlisting thousands of for- 
mer Rw'andan Hutu soldiers 
and militiamen, responsible 
for a 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda of more than 
500,000 people. 

The Tutsi-led rebels won 
power in July 1994, and 
most of the Hutu fighters 
fled to the former Zaire. 

Wednesday. Zimbabwe 
announced that forces loyal 
ro Kabila had captured 
Businga and Fizi on the 
shores of Lake Tanganyika 
on Congo’s eastern border. 


But Ngizo denied Fizi had 
fallen, saying the town was 
in the middle of the rebel- 
held territory. 

However, New Vision, the 
Ugandan government- 
owned daily, reported 
Friday that Fizi had fallen to 
local Mai-Mai warriors, a 
loose grouping eastern 
tribes hostile to Rwandan 
and Ugandan involvement 
in Congo and sometimes 
allied with Kabila. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of either 
report. 

Meanwhile. Ngizo said 
rebels controlled Pweto on 
Lake Mweru on Congo's 
southeastern border with 
Zambia, from where chey 
were pushing southwest in 
the direction of 
Lubumbashi. the capital of 
copper-rich Katanga 

Province and Kabila's home 
turf. 


Japan’s emperor leads New Year celebrations 


TOKYO (AFPj — Emperor 
Akihito led Japan's New Year 
celebrations in a rare public 
appearance Saturday, under- 
lining the imperial family's 
undying influence over the 
economic power dogged by 
its worst post-war recession. 

Millions of people also 
flocked to temples and 
shrines, in a traditional pil- 
grimage during the country’s 
most festive period, to pray 
for prosperity and good 
health. 

"It is my sincere pleasure to 
greet and celebrate the New 
Year together,” the 65-year- 
old monarch told thousands 
of well-wishers from behind 
bullet-proof glass on a bal- 
cony at the Imperial Palace. 

“On the occasion of the 
start of the New Year, I pray 
for the happiness of the peo- 
ple in our country and in the 
world,” said Akihito, who has 
reigned for 1 0 years since the 
death of his father, emperor 
Hirohito. 

Some 64,000 people cheer- 


fully waved small rising-sun 
flags and shouted “banzai 
(long live)” as Akihito. 
Empress Michiko and other 
members of the imperial fam- 
ily appeared seven times. 

The palace, a former castle 
of the Tokugawa shogunate. 
surrounded by moats and 
high stonewalls, is usually off 
limits to the public. 

Commoners have been 
allowed to enter the palace 
grounds twice a year, on Jan. 
2 and the emperor's birthday, 
as the imperial household 
cautiously opened up after 
World War U. 

At Tokyo's Meiji Shrine, 
dedicated to Akihito's great 
grandfather, there were 2.7 
million visitors between New 
Year's Eve and Saturday 
evening. Police estimate the 
turnout could reach 3.4 mil- 
lion by the end of the first 
three days of the year. 

The festivities left three 
elderly people dead in Tokyo 
Friday and Saturday when 
thev choked while eating 


sticky rice cake, a New Year 
delicacy, medical officials 
said. Six others were taken to 
hospital with the same prob- 
lem. 

In a New Year message 
released Friday. Akihito 
reflected on Japan's worst 
postwar recession as well as 
floods and cither natural dis- 
asters which have dogged the 
nation in the past year. 

“What is weighing heavily 
cm my mind is the growing 
difficulty in the people's 
livelihood due to develop- 
ments in the economic situa- 
tion and the occurrence of 
natural disasters.” he said. 

“Under such conditions, i 
feel it is becoming more and 
more important for further 
cooperation, transcending 
national boundaries, in vari- 
ous fields such as the world 
economy and the global envi- 
ronment,” he added. 

Speeches by the emperor 
must be devoid of any politi- 
cal significance after the 
imperial family were restrict- 


ed to purely ceremonial 
duties after World War n 
when Hirohito renounced his 
status as commander-in-chief 
and a demigod. 

There is a busy year ahead 
for Akihito. who vowed not 
to cut back his official duties 
when he marked his 65th 
birthday on December 23. 

He will attend ceremonies 
marking the 10th anniversary 
of Hirohito’s death on 
January 7. The Imperial cou- 
ple will also celebrate the 
40rb anniversary of their mar- 
riage. 

He has also been invited to 
visit Seoul in 2000, before the 
two neighbouring nations co- 
host the football World Cup 
2002. to put their bitter past 
behind them. 

But the Tokyo government 
reportedly remains cautious 
about such an unprecedented 
visit amid lingering public 
resentment in South Korea 
against Japan’s colonial rule 
over the Korean peninsula 
from 1910 to 1945. 
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HwThai Airways International PCL float, which is named ‘The Kingdom of Thailand*, is shown during the 
110 th Annual Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena; 106 floats took part in the parade I Reuters photo) 


Chinese dissidents say opposition party 
monitor ruling Communists 


BEDBUG (API — Dissidents 
planning, to form an indepen- 
joH labour party in China said 
Saturday that their group 
would simply monitor the rul- 
ing Communist Party instead 
of seeking its ouster from 
pom 

Organisers of the China 
labour Party said the group 
would expel any members 
who obtained government 
positions, according to a state- 
ment received by foreign 
news agencies in Beijing. 

“Our parry’s responsibility 
will be to monitor the Chinese 
Communist Party and repre- 
sent the working class. We 
win to see if we, wbo have 
declared we will never seek 
political power ... will also be 
calumniated with the charge 
rf ‘‘subverting state power," 
(te statement said. 

Plans for the party have 
anensed several weeks into a 
crackdown on dissent that has 
waited in lengthy prison 
toms for leaders of a would- 
be opposition group called the 
China Democracy Party, who 
were accused of attempting to 
subvert state power. 


Organisers of the new China 
Labour Party said they 
planned ro register their group 
with the Gvil Affairs Ministry 
in Beijing on April 19. 

“If the authorities refuse to 
treat our application in a law- 
ful manner, 1 will radically 
commit suicide in order to 
express my desperate anger 
and protest,” read the state- 
ment, signed by a dissident 
named Li Yongning. 

Chinese law requires all 
organisations to be registered 
with the government, 
although applications by dissi- 
dents are usually rejected. 

Attempts to register the 
China Democracy Party in 
many provinces and dries 
failed, and dozens of those 
associated with the group 
have been detained in the gov- 
ernment's harshest clamp 
down on dissent in three 
years. 

The China Labour Party 
statement said the group 
would lobby die government 
ro re-register all bank accounts 
in order to root out illegal 
accounts used to embezzle 
public money. 


It also said the government 
should halt state-owned enter- 
prise reforms while it sets up a 
mechanism for public over- 
sight of the restructuring 
process. 

For the sake of the urban 
poor, many of whom have lost 
their jobs due to government 
economic reforms, it demand- 
ed that the government pro- 
vide a minimum living 
allowance and ensure enough 
income for food, housing and 
medical treatment. 

Extremely wary of any 
movement combining politi- 
cal opposition and labour 
activism amid fears of unrest 
among the growing number of 
unemployed, Communist 
Party leaders have vowed to 
quash challenges to party rule. 

The crackdown precedes 
several major political mile- 
stones this year, including the 
10th anniversary of the mili- 
tary assault on protesters in 
Tiananmen Square and the 
50th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Communist-led 
government. 

Last month, Xu Wenli, a 
veteran activist, was sen- 


tenced to 13 yean; in prison. 
Two other influential figures 
in the China Democracy 
Party. Qin Yongmin and Wang 
Youcai. were sentenced in 
separate trials to 12 years and 
11 years. All three were 
charged with the same crime: 
inciting the subversion of stare 
power. 

Despite die crackdown, 
members of the Chinu 
Democracy Party and another 
dissident group, the China 
Development Union, have 
issued New Year statements 
calling for political reforms, 
the release of political prison- 
ers and recognition of opposi- 
tion political groups, a Hong 
Kong-based human rights 
group said Saturday. 

The China Development 
Union also urged the govern- 
ment to establish a free elec- 
toral system, to compensate 
the families of people killed or 
injured during the suppression 
of the Tiananmen protests and 
to give greater autonomy to 
Tibet, the information Centre 
of Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China said in a statement. 


U.N. looking into report of Angola plane survivors 


LUANDA (R) — The United 
Marions mission in Angola 
said Saturday it was investi- 
gating repots that survivors 
ftom a crashed U.N. plane 
were in the hands of rebels. 

Angolan state radio said die 
rebel National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) was holding the sur- 
vivors at a base near the cen- 
iral city of Huambo. 

Hamadon Toure, 

spokesman for the U.N. 
Observer Mission in Angola 
(MONUA) told Reuters: “We 
are investigating. It is not con- 


firmed yet from our side." He 
said the fighting and the jun- 
gle terrain made it difficult to 
gather information. 

UNITA officials were nor 
immediately available to con- 
firm whether the group was 
holding any survivors. 

The chartered transport 
plane went down a week ago 
in dense jungle near Vila 
Nova, 25 km from Huambo. 
where UNTTA rebels have 
government forces under 
siege. 

Fierce fighting around 
Huambo. Angola's second 


largest city, and in other areas 
has shattered Angola’s 1994 
peace accord and pointed io a 
resumption of the civil war, 
which started at independence 
from Portugal in 1975. 

Angolan army spokesman 
Brigadier Jose Manuel Jota 
told state radio he had infor- 
mation the survivors “are 
under (LrNITA leader) Jonas 
Savimbi’s custody some- 
where in the Andulo or 
Bailundo areas". 

He did not know how many 
of 10 passengers and four 
crew of the Cl 30 Hercules 


had survived the crush. 

Thursday, the U.N. Security 
Council demanded that the 
Angolan government and 
UNITA help in the search for 
the South African-owned 
plane. 

The government has said it 
is willing to help but UNITA 
said it had received no request 
from the U.N. 

The wreckage has been 
spotted by high-altitude air- 
craft but no one has been 
allowed near the site in an area 
presumed to be under UNITA 
control. 


Nine dead, 25 hurt in Quebec avalanche 

kangiqsualujjuaq. 

Quebec |AP) — A wall of snow 
®®faed down on a New Year's 
retebration in a remote Inuit vfl- 
in northern Quebec, killing 
wie people, including five chfl- 
dten, and injuring 25 when it 
bokfi through a school gymnasi- 
wall police said. 

Six people died shortly after 
fr«Jay.’s avalanche in the coastal 


— — g^-Jujjuaq, in an 
“Nit region 1,500 kilometres 
a °hbeast of Montreal, 
ftree other victims — a moth- 
^teryoung daughter and son — 
^ discovered several hours 
her buried under tonnes of snow. 

Luc Harvey, chief of the 
^tivik regional police force in 
j, 300 kilometres west of 


ft wag. like an explosion," 
principal Jean Leduc said, 
'an immense crack and 


'-vuuuuillMBV'Viuvrt.ii*- 

wall was flying into pieces 

^ ibe tKrt thing you knew, the 

was entirely covered in 
stow.-;. : 


•on 


A 


-ide'were looking for their 
■ dtor husbands, wives and 
.Leduc said. 'They 
>J ctyaod scream. 

“ «.-iiBn}were a few seconds of 
after that people started 
,8® *.-gip on themselves and 

Tp.-ftob right there to tty to 
J 1 ® bodies out of the snow. A lot 


were alive because (the snow! 
was veiy fresh and, as time went 
on, some were not alive.” 

Folice said they had accounted 
for everyone and called oft the 
search. Five of the victims were 
under the age of eight and four 
were adults, police said. 

The toll could have been much 
worse — between 400 and cOO 
people were packed into the gym 
when the avalanche struck shortly 
before 2 a.m. Friday. 

Twenty-five people were 
injured. 10 of them seriously. 

The exact cause ol the 
avalanche was still being debated 
earlv Saturday. Speculation cen- 
tred" on a ceremonial gun salute 
about 90 minutes before the 
avalanche that might have loos- 
ened snow on a nearby hill. 

Mavor Maggie Emudluk said 
people were celebrating at mrd- 
idghi and then took pan in 3 40- 
minute square dance. The celebra- 
tion is an integral part of the 
evening that also bcK f IS { . a . 1 ^ 
feast of caribou, seal- ^ 

bannock. ... 

Hraudiuk remembers 
looked a! her watch at about l-J 
jun. and that die avalanche stoned 
'ihout 20 minutes later. 

tJ 1 sounded like thunder, but 
only for a few seconds," a shaken 
Emudfuk told a news conference- 
•fpve someone my shovel. 


people were frantic." said teacher 
Anne Lanteigne. “1 look a frying- 
pan und 1 was digging with a fry- 
ing-pan." Mary Baron, the 
school’s director, was sitting with 
her 3-year-old son Matthew dur- 
ing a drawing for a door prize 
when snow smashed through the 
gym walL 

“Everybody was screaming .** 
she said ”1 wasn't buried com- 
pletely and right away went io dig 
out my son.” Baron said several 
people around her were also half- 
buried and they straggled out of 
the snow to help others buried 
nearby. 

Before the last body was recov- 
ered. local residents had dug fran- 
tically through snow that slid 
down the 75-metre hill and 
punched through the wall of the 
school gym. Harvey said. The 
force of the avalanche crushed 
pickup trucks and snowmobiles. 

Residents faced a fierce snow- 
storm, 95 kph wind and minus 20 
Celsius temperatures looking for 
those buried under snow up w 3 
metres deep. 

Billy May, a heavy -equipment 
operator, was among those who 
helped retrieve the bodies. 

“A friend of mine lost two kids 
and his wife. We just found 
them... We’re really a close-knit 
community." The locals were 
joined later by police and doctors 


who flew into Kimgiqsualujjuuq 
after being hampered by the snow 
and strong winds. 

Twelve of the injured were 
flown to Montreal hospitals, 
where three were listed in critical 
condition. 

Thirteen others, including u f> 
monih-old baby, were treated al a 
health centre in Kuujjuaq. Ten of 
the injured were children. 

Lome Whiteley. who works at 
the Kativik school board mainte- 
nance department in Kuujjuaq. 
said the school is a one-floor 
building located no more than 300 
metres from the killer hill. 

The hilt is about 15* J metres 
high, with a "sheer drop" on the 
side facing the school. Whiteley 
said. 

"Some parents have been con- 
cerned about children playing 
near the mountain” he said in a 
telephone interview. 

The 600-memher Inuii commu- 
nity in the Ungava Bay region of 
Quebec has only one doctor and 
two police officers. Inuit are also 
known as Eskimos. 

Tie village, which used io be 
known as George River because it 
lies at the mouth of the river, was 
established m 1838 as a Hudson’s 
Bay Company trading posL 

Kangtqsualujjuaq means "very 
big bay" in the Inukticuk lan- 
guage. 
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Indian Hindu nationalists bid 
to shore up battered image 


BANGALORE, India (AFPt 
— India's ruling Hindu nation- 
aJisf pany began a two-day 
meeting of its top body here 
.Saturday lu discuss ways of 
shoring up its buttered image 
and tu locus on growing 
attacks on Christians. 

Tlte president of the 
Bharatiya Janata Pany (BJP. 
Indian People’s Party). 
Ku.sftabhau Tftakre, (old ihc 
national executive of the party 
that die rout which the BJP suf- 
fered during the recent provin- 
cial polls was u “setback." 

Tlie main opposition 
Congress party wrested New 
Delhi city and Rajastiian state 
from the BJP. and retained 
Madhya Pradesh state to deliv- 
er the nationalists a shocking 
debacle in the Nov. 25 polls. 

“The results of the assembly 
elections were contrary to our 
expectations ... an electoral set- 
back. no mailer how severe, 
cannot be a full stop. It is at best 
a comma. It gives us a chance 
to leum." Thakre said. 

He called on members of the 
party's top body to “rededi- 
cute" themselves to "regain lost 
ground". 

Thakre said the BJP lost in 
the polls because of a sharp 


increase in the prices of com- 
modities. “organisational defi- 
ciencies and the unfortunate 
tendency among some of us to 
put ourselves above the pony's 
interests." 

Thakre chief admitted the 
Congress "has emerged look- 
ing stronger than before" after 
the election success under the 
leadership of Soma Gandhi, 
widow of former prime minis- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi. 

“The BJP and the Congress 
appear to be emerging as the 
two principal poles of Indian 
politics.” he said, but warned 
Congress that the “unabashed 
promotion of dynasty over 
democracy" would not pay 
results. 

Tlte coalition government of 
Prime Minister Alai Behari 
Vajpayee, who himself belongs 
to the BJR has been wracked 
by infighting since it took 
office in March. 

Fragility of the coalition and 
growing dissatisfaction with 
the BJP has sparked fears that 
the 545-member Lok Sab ha. 
the lower house of parliament, 
may be dissolved soon and 
fresh elections held. 

The image of the govern- 
ment took a beating when 


Hindu hardliners within the 
BJP demanded the teaching of 
Hindu religious philosophy in 
schools and stepped up attacks 
on churches and Christian-run 
schools. 

The hardline Vjshwj Hindu 
Pari shad t World Hindu 
Council), closely linked to the 
ruling Hindu nationalists, is bit- 
terly anti-Muslim and anti- 
Christian and seeks to make 
India a theocratic Hindu slate. 

Thakre distanced himself 
from the extremist violence 
and said that the BJP\ stand “is 
clear. This is not a good thing to 
happen in a democracy." 

He said there was “a charge 
that a grand conspiracy is afoot 
against India's Christian com- 
munity. Nothing could be fur- 
ther fnam the truth. There have 
been some sporadic incidents 
which are condemnable” 

The attacks by hardliners 
have been a source of embar- 
rassment to the BJP govern- 
ment. which is being forced io 
tread a fine line between the 
communal demands of its 
Hindu revivalist allies and 
India's secular constitution. 

Christians account for just 
2.5 percent of India’s over- 
whelmingly Hindu population 


of 975 million people. 

Christians say anaeks by- 
Hindu zealots have increased 
since the BJP came to power. 
Most of the attacks have 
occurred in the western state of 
Gujarat. 

In New Delhi a four-member 
congress delegation, led by 
leader of opposition in parlia- 
ment's upper house. 
Manmohan Singh, met Indian 
President Narayanan and said 
the attacks on Christians were a 
"well-planned campaign" by 
Hindu hardliners. 

The delegation said the BJP- 
ruled Gujarat government 
“was clearly guilty of failing to 
fttlfili its minimum constitu- 
tional duties to protect the 
minorities." 

"The flow of aggressive 
statements and destructive 
actions must stop immediately. 
The state government must 
commit itself to a specific 
action plan to prevent such 
events from recurring." the del- 
egation said in a letter to the 
pres idem. 

The national executive of the 
BJP Sunday is expected to 
adopt two resolutions on politi- 
cal situation in the country and 
the economy. 


Military courts to try Pakistan ethnic 
party deputies on murder charges 


KARACHI tAFP) — Seven 
activists from the ethnic 
Mutlahida Qaunii Movement 
tMQM). including three 
provincial deputies, will be 
tried by Pakistan military' 
courts on murder charges, offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

They will he the first MQM 
activists to face trial by military 
courts since tlte government 
introduced the tribunals early 
last month in a crackdown on 
terrorism and violence in 
Karachi. 

Tlte three deputies — Kazi 
Khaiid. Zulfikar Haider and 
Liaquat Qureshi — have been 

Death 
toll rises 
to 20 in 
Nigerian 
oil 

protest 

PORT HARCOURT (AFP) 
— Seven more deaths 
increased the death toll ro 
20 late Friday in protests 
by ntiliranr Ijaw youths in 
Nigeria's oil-rich Bayelsa 
state, sources told AFP here 
on Saturday. 

Hundreds of residents 
continue to flee from trou- 
bled Yenagoa. the Bayelsa 
state capital, while soldiers 
and anti-riot policemen 
have been deployed to the 
;trea. 

Three youths died on 
Wednesday in clashes with 
soldiers in Yenagoa. as they 
marched on government 
offices following the expi- 
ration on Dec. 30 of their 
ultimatum to oil companies 
to quit their operations in 
Nigeria's Niger-Delta 
region. 

In the ultimatum by 500 
{jaw communities, they 
vowed to free their com- 
munities from “enslave- 
ment” by the government 
and "demanded that oil 
companies should stop 
exploration and exploita- 
tion activities in Izon 
{IjawJ land.” ! 

The ljuws, who are 
Nigeria's fourth largest eth- j 
nic group, say the oi! com- i 
panics should stay off (jaw 
areas till the issue of “own- 
ership and control of the 
vast oil deposits is deter- 
mined." A state of emer- 
gency declared on 
Wednesday in the state fol- 
lowing repeated clashes 
between the armed forces 
and protesting youths 
remains in force. 


in hiding and will be tried in 
absentia. The rest of the seven 
accused are in police custody. 

MQM represents the Mohajir 
community' made up of 
Moslems who migrated from 
India after the partition of the 
sub-continent in 1947 and set- 
tled in southern Sindh 
province, of which Karachi is 
the capital. 

The party broke a political 
alliance with Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif in October when 
he accused it of involvement in 
the murder of a former provin- 
cial governor Hakim 
Mohammad Saeed. 


Sharif dismissed the elected 
government in Sindh following 
the split with the MQM and 
clamped direct federal rale on 
the region. He later set up mili- 
tary courts for speedy trials. 

The MQM alleges that the 
government campaign is aimed 
at crushing it 

The first death sentence 
ordered by a military court was 
carried out on Thursday when a 
man convicted of killing a 
police constable was hanged in 
a Karachi jail. 

Opposition parties have con- 
demned the execution, point- 
ing out that petitions challeng- 


ing the formation of military 
courts were pending in the 
Supreme Court and the Sindh 
high court. 

Sharif said here Friday the 
military courts were perform- 
ing satisfactorily and criminals 
were being given the punish- 
ment they desersed. 

He said the law and order sit- 
uation in Karachi had 
improved as a result of the 
steps taken by the government. 

The largest Pakistani city has 
seen more than 3.500 killings 
over the past three years in 
political, ethnic and religious 
violence. 


JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 


► 


A Non-Governmental Organisation working in the field of sustainable 
human development, including income-generating projects, 
empowerment of local communities, access to credit at the local level, the 
provision of training, and issues of child welfare is inviting interested 
individuals to submit applications for the position of General Director for 
its various projects. 

Reporting to the Chairperson of the Board, the specific responsibilities of 
the General Director include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• To manage and coordinate all implementation aspects of the 
organisation on a day-to-day basis: 

• To prepare annua! work-plans and budgets and monitor their 
progress; 

• To monitor all of the organisation's activities including: evaluation 
of proposals, procurement of goods, selection of consultants, 
awarding of contracts, disbursement of funds, budgeting, and 
achievement of indicators and expected outputs; 

• To select, after consultation with the Chairperson, in accordance 
with competitive hiring procedures, and manage all staff and 
ensure their proper training and readiness; 

• To liaise with ail parties and stakeholders involved in the 
implementation of the organisation's projects, local or foreign; 

• To ensure the effective transfer of skills to the organisation’s staff; 

• To facilitate and expedite the provision of required services to 
ensure efficient performance of project’s tasks; 

• To represent the organisation vis-a-vis ail relevant parties 
includ ing governmental ministries, NGOs, research centres, and 
the donor community; 

• To submit quarterly progress reports and budget expenditures to 
the Board; 

• To act as a secretary to the Board; 

• To carry out other related tasks as may be reasonably requested 
by the Board. 

The incumbent must have a Master’s Degree in Economics, Social 
Sciences, Management, Business Studies or a refevant discipline, with a 
good command of English and Arabic communication and presentation 
skills (speaking, reading, and report writing). He/she must have had a 
minimum of five years of experience in the planning, supervision or 
execution of social or private sector projects or related involvement. 
Literacy in computer application is a must. The jobholder is expected to 
demonstrate solid and genuine commitment to developmental objectives, 
and often work under pressure. 

All applications (including resume and cover letter) should be received no 
later than January 7th, 1999 either by fax or mail. Short-listed candidates 
will be expected to take a written exam and appear before an interview 
panel. 

P.O. Box 2943, Amman 11181, Jordan 
Fax No.: 461-3083 
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New year, renewed hopes 

THE YE AR 1999 promises to be an eventful one. On 
the national scene. His Majesty King Hussein will 
return to the country, God w illing , completely recov- 
ered after more than six months of treatment in the 
U.S. All Jordanians are waiting impatiently for the 
King's return and the impact of his return on the 
Kingdom will be immeasurable. 

On the regional level, Israel will conduct elections 
for a new parliament and a new prime minister. The 
odds favour an effective change of leadership which 
will consequently push the peace process forward. 
The last three years of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s rule saw the peace talks with the 
Palestinians frustrated, and the prime minis ter 
unabie to implement agreements. Any change in 
Israel offers new hope for comprehensive peace 
between Israel and the Arabs. 

On the Iraqi front, there is growing realisation that 
the region cannot afford any further procrastination 
on the resolution of the crisis. After last month’s aer- 
ial and missile strikes against Iraq, the stage is set for 
an effective resolution of the standoff between 
Baghdad and Washington- There is also hope that 
sanctions on Libya will end this year. Tripoli on the 
one hand, and Washington and London on the other, 
seem to be on the verge of agreement on the terms 
for the trial of the two Libyan nationals accused of 
blowing up a Pan Am plane over Lockerbie in 1988. 

Internationally, the eyes of the world will be 
focused on the impeachment proceeding against 
President Bill Clinton expected to be long and drawn 
out. As long as the future of Clinton remains unre- 
solved, international stability will certainly suffer. 
President Clinton's alleged brash with the law has 
affected not only the American people, but also the 
world at large. 

On another front, the landmark Landmine Ban 
Convention is expected to come to force in 1999 after 
more than 53 countries ratified it This will indeed 
be good news for the campaigners who have pinned 
great hopes on the treaty, adopted in Ottawa in 
December 1997, to end the widespread and indis- 
criminate deaths caused by millions of anti-person- 
nel mines scattered all over the world. Likewise, the 
Internationa] Criminal Court is expected to come 
into being in 1999 after an increasing number of 
countries have already signed and ratified its statute. 
This would be a great achievement for the cause of 
humanitarian law. 

The introduction of the new European currency, 
the euro, is obviously a dramatic event not only for 
the concerned European states but for the global 
economy as a whole. There is a growing consensus 
that the euro will bring greater stability to currency 
markets everywhere and therefore will be a positive 
development for international trade and commerce. 

Vet the picture for 1999 is not going to be aD rosy. 
The conflict in Kosovo will go on simmering 
throughout the new year. The African continent is 
expected to witness additional warfare and armed 
conflicts. Southeast Asia's economies may not recov- 
er from 1998’s near meltdown. The cause of democ- 
racy and human rights in several south Asian coun- 
tries remains troubled and vulnerable. The same 
goes for some parts of Latin America where stability 
and the rule of law remain absent. The socio-eco- 
nomic woes which haunt that continent cannot be 
expected to fizzle out in just one year. 

But with each new year, new hope for better tid- 
ings shines through the hearts and souls of m ankin d 
everywhere. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Dustour said Israeli Prime Minister Beny amin 
Nitenyahu’s recent statements and decision to destroy 
Lebanon’s infrastructure and economy if it attacks Israel’s 
northern settlement renew the issue of the 25-year-old Israeli 
objectives in that country. These aims include minimising 
Lebanon's regional role, robbing its natural resources and 
destroying its national power, said an editorial. Nobody 
agrees with attacking civilians, but even the Wind can appre- 
ciate that Lebanese resistance is a self-defence against Israeli 
missiles, the paper added. Netanyahu’s stubborn decision, in 
fact, aims to support his election campaign, said the editori- 
al. The newspapers called on the international community 
and the Arabs to stop any aggression that could destroy 
Lebanon's years of hard work. 

A1 Dustour's Mazen Saket reviewed 1998’s incidents. Last 
year, he said, Jordan witnessed the water contamination cri- 
sis, the restructuring programme’s Mure and an increase in 
economic depression, unemployment and poverty. On the 
Palestinian front, Israel purused stubborn polices to guaran- 
tee peace on its own terms through forcing more Palestinian 
concessions. The intifada has been renewed to face settle- 
ments' expansion. Sanctions are still imposed on Iraq, Libya 
and Sudan. Internationa] oil prices have dropped causing a 
deep economic crisis for oil states. Saket said the formation 
in mid- 1998 of a new Jordanian government promised to 
implement the national dialogue. The- recent U.S.-Brirish air 
strikes against Iraq failed to achieve their objectives while 
the Arab nations strongly condemned the aggression and 
called on their governments to end the embargo. For the first 
time since the U.S. unilateral role in the new world order, the 
whole world disagrees with the superpower’s policies and 
domination. 


Resistance to privatisation must be overcome 



PUBLIC OPINION in Jordan is 
not enthusiastic about privatisa- 
tion. However, this negative atti- 
tude is not monopolised by 
Jordanians. In fact, all peoples in 
the Third World resist privatisa- 
tion to a certain extent and at var- 
ious degrees. 

Any observer of Jordanian pub- 
lic opinion will not miss this fact. 
Resistance to the idea is some- 
times due to predetermined ideo- 
logical convictions which are very 
difficult to change, and sometimes 
due to legitimate doubts and fears 
which must be cleared and 
answered. They may also be 
attributed to deep and irrational 
impressions resulting from fear of 
change which must be connected. 

Jordanians' negative perception 
may be, to some extent, responsi- 
ble for the slow-down and contin- 
ued delay in the implementation 
of a comprehensive privatisation 


programme. However, we claim 
that the real obstacle facing pri- 
vatisation drive is not public opin- 
ion per se, but the exaggeration of 
public resistance and "the over- 
statement of the public's potential 
response. This naturally high tens 
politicians eager to maintain their 
popularity. 

In the rare cases when the gov- 
ernment actually made a firm 
decision to privatise and carried 
through, the resistance faded 
away, having been proven impo- 
tent. Those opposed to privatisa- 
tion might frown at the news, but 
have tended to let transactions 
proceed unhindered, as was the 
case when the government sold its 
shares in Jordan InterContinental 
Hotel to the private sector, and 
again this fall when the govern- 
ment decided to sell one third of 
the shares of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company to a qualified 


French strategic partner. In both 
cases a decision was made, 
announced, justified, and imple- 
mented promptly. 

On the contrary, the privatisa- 
tion of the Jordan 
Telecommunication Corporation 
was overruled and effectively 
killed, not due to popular resis- 
tance. but because the govern- 
ment acted slowly. The transac- 
tion lingered years without arriv- 
ing at a clear-cut decision. Lack of 
resolve on behalf of the govern- 
ment was an open invitation for 
opponents of privatisation to raise 
their voices and become more 
aggressive, which gave cover to 
special interest parties seeking to 
kill the project, at least for the 
time being, in the process hurting 
the credibility of the government 
and its privatisation plans in the 
eyes of interested strategic part- 
ners and potential foreign 
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investors. 

The government in general, and 
its economic team in particular, 
together with the Executive Unit 
of Privatisation in the Prime 
Ministry, are required to make 
real efforts to gain the support of 


the public opinion in favour of 
privatisation, or at least to neu- 
tralise groups that have no vested 
interest in resisting privatisation. 
Public opinion is definitely an 
important factor and should not be 
ignored, but its resistance should ' 
not be overestimated. 

The fate of the country’s privati-. 
sation programme depends first 
and foremost on the behaviour of 
the government. It can succeed 
and prevail if it displays thepolit- . 
ical will to make decisions and: 
follow up by prompt implement*;-, 
tion. The Jordanian economy, at 
the time, has been in deep reces- 
sion for quite some years. No one 
is bappy about the current sftua-^ 
tion or ready to defend the status ’ 
quo. This is an ideal time to intro- 
duce major changes including pri- 
vatisation. There is nothing to'fear 
except higher unemployment and 
a further spread of poverty. • 
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The introduction of the euro; 
history in the making 


By Umayya Ibukan 

AS OF the first day of the New Year. 
1999, the single European currency, the 
euro, is the legal tender in 1 1 European 
countries, namely Belgium, Holland 
Luxembourg, Finland Ireland, France. 
Germany, Austria, Italy, Portugal and 
Spain. The other four country members 
of the European Union, namely the 
United Kingdom. Denmark, Sweden and 
Greece are, for the moment, outside the 
euro zone. While the United Kingdom, 
Sweden and Denmark have chosen not to 
join the euro club for the time being, 
Greece did not qualify according to what 
is known as the “conversion criteria” 
conditions. These conditions which form 
an integral part of the Maastricht Treaty 
signed in February 1992, relaie to the real 
rale of interest and exchange rale fluctua- 
tions, both considered traditionally within 
the domain of monetary policy, and to the 
fiscal government budget deficit as well 
as the level of government debt, but con- 
sidered traditionally within the domain of 
fiscal policy. In brief then, the conver- 
gence criteria refer to monetary and to fis- 
cal policies of member states. More 
specifically, four convergence criteria 
have been established: 

1. Member states must avoid excessive 
government deficits. Their performance 
is measured against two reference ratios: 
3 per cent of GDP for the annual govern- 
ment budget deficit and 60 per cent of 
GDP for the stock of government debt. 

2. Inflation should not exceed by more 
than 1.5 percentage points that of the 
three best performing member states in 
terms of price stability in the previous 
year. 

3. The country's currency must have 
remained within the normal fluctuation 
margins of the European Monetary 
System (EMS) for at least two years. 

4. Long-term interest rates should not 
exceed by more than 2 percentage points 
The average of the three member states 
with the lowest rates in the union. 

The fact that (14) member states have 
already qualified for the euro is an indica- 
tion dial the above conditions are attain- 
able. Furthermore, the available evidence 
suggests that the above, conditions may 
have an adverse effect, in the short and 
medium run at least, on the level of 
employment and economic growth. Thus, 
decisions regarding the euro have incor- 
porated a high degree of political will and 
public debate not only on the grounds of 
economic outcomes but also on the 
grounds of the trade-off between national 
sovereignty and regional identity. 


The changeover from national curren- 
cies to the euro will take place over three 
stages: 

1. STAGE 1. which in effect start and 
ends on January I. 1999. During this 
stage, conversion rates between the 
national cuireneies and the EURO are to 
be irrevocably fixed. This important step 
already took place at 12:30 on 
31/12/1998 in Brussels. The European 
finance and economics ministers signed 
this irrevocable commitment in a meeting 
of the Council of Ministers of the 
European Union. Outside the building of 
the Council of Ministers in Brussels, big 
celebrations took place by the public to 
commemorate this historic event (for 
actual conversion ratesseee box). STAGE 
1 will also witness the coming into force 
of all Legislation related to the EURO. 
Finale STAGE 1 involves the switch to 
the EURO in the European, money and 
foreign exchange markets. While most 
people will be celebrating the New Year 
over a long weekend, the banking indus- 
try will be celebrating the New Year in 
their offices implementing the switch of 
ail bank accounts and monetary instru- 
ments to the EL1R0. On New Years Eve, 
European television stations showed 
banks' employees, all over Europe, 
behind their terminals effecting the 
switch over to the EURO. 

2. STAGE EL which is in effect the transi- 
tion period and extends from January J, 
1999 - December 31. 2001. During this 
period, the newly-established European 
Central Bank in Frankfurt will start its 
operations. AU financial markets (equity 
and bond markets.) will convert their 
issues to Euro. During the transition peri- 
od, the EURO can be used for all non- 
cash transactions and anyone can have a 
EURO bank account 

3* STAGE HL which is the final stage and 
covers the period January 1. 2002 to July 
1, 2002 at the laiesu During this final 
stage EURO bank notes and coins will be 
brought into circulation while national 
currency notes and coins will be with- 
drawn gradually. By July 1, 2002, the 
transition will be complete and national 
currency notes and coins will no longer 
be legal tender. 

Thus by July 1, 2002, the process of 
European integration which started back 
in 1957 with the Treaty of Rome would 
be completed The name of the single cur- 
rency. ‘'euro.” was actually agreed upon 
during a European meeting of the 
Council of Ministers in Madrid 
December 1995. At the time, Euro-skep- 
tics said the idea would never materialise 
in our lifetime. 


It may be early to draw lessons from 
this historic achievement. However, few 
facts dictate themselves: 

1. The coordination of fiscal policies 
amongst different countries can be 
achieved. Perhaps, more significantly, a 
single monetary policy for countries with 
different endowments, size, and econom- 
ic performance is possible. This is a 
breakthrough in traditional wisdom. The 
historical evidence has always suggested 
that it is not so easy to coordinate fiscal 
and monetary policies within the same 
country: Our experience in Jordan and in 
particular the episode of 1989 support 
that evidence. 

2. Fiscal discipline and a sound monetary 
policy may produce in the short run 
adverse effects on employment and eco- 
nomic growth. This is also supported by 
our experience in Jordan. Strong political 
will and public understanding and sup- 
port become essential ingredients for Ihe 
success of any adjustment package. 
These elements have clearly been present 
in the European integration experience. 

Important questions arise as to the 
impact of the EURO on international 
trade and in particular on developing 
countries such as Ionian, European pro- 
ductivity and efficiency, the role of the 
U.S. dollar, and the globalization of world 
economy in general. These are all justi- 
fied and important concerns and I will try 
to address them in subsequent essays. 


The writer is Jordan 's ambassador in Brussels 


Irrevocable conversion rates between 
die euro and U European currencies 
as of January I, If 


One euro 


= 403399 Belgian Francs 
= 220371 Dutch Guilders 
= 403399 Luxembourg Francs 
= 5.94573 Finish Farkka 
= 0.787564 Irish Pound 
= 1.95583 Deutsche Marks . 

= 13.7603 Austrian Shillings * 
= 655957 French Francs 
= 1936J27 Bahanliras 
= 166386 Spanish Pesta. 

= 200482 Portuguese Escudos 
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By Dr. Musa Keflani 

WHEN I WAS in Yemen a 
few years ago. as a guest of Dr. 
Maqaleh of Sanaa University, 
the jocular suggestion to travel 
agents how better to advertise 
tour packages in Yemen was 
to publish “EXOTIC days in 
Yemen.. .KIDNAPPING guar- 
anteed.” But the comedy was 
completely shattered with 
Tuesday’s tragedy where at 
least four hostages were killed 
in a rescue operation mounted 
by Yemeni security forces. 

Until Monday, abductions in 
Yemen bad been a ridiculous 
affair. The common bebef was 
that all any tribe with any 
grievance had to do was to 
keep a close watch on roads 
running through its domain 
and stop vehicles most likely 
to cany foreign tourists. 
Bingo, they had a bargaining 
chip to use against the govern- 
ment 

None of die "‘hostages” 
involved in the dozens of ‘fcd- 
nap-and-release" dramas bad 
come to any harm before. If 
anything, many of the 
hostages had apparently 
enjoyed their days in captivity 
where they were treated with 
respect arid were exposed to 
Traditional tribal hospitality in 
the most natural environment 
of a typical Yemeni village. A 
great experience for the 
adventurous spirit, particularly 
given that a typical tourist 
would pay an arm and a leg to 
the tour agent if they were to 
ask for a few days in tradition- 
al surroundings. 

It was even suggested that 
Yemeni tribes could strike it 
rich if they were to agree with 
tour operators to include an 
offer of a few days of life in 
captivity for tourists as part of 
the tour package. But the latest 
episode changed all that Most 
people had expected the 
Yemeni authorities to take a 
wait-and-see approach until 
the kidnappers could be per- 
suaded to release their cap- 
tives. But something went 
wrong some place. 

The easy argument is that 
the Sanaa government, frus- 
trated by being at the receiving 
end of ridicule as well as the 
potential threat to the $100 
million tourism revenues it 
makes every year, was deter- 
mined to make good its warn- 
ing that kidnappings would 
not be tolerated after imposing 
the death penalty for abduc- 
tors. 

Indeed, the Yemen authori- 
ties have explained that securi- 
ty forces moved in when the 
kidnappers, believed to have 
been members of an under- 
ground extremist group, start- 
ed killing hostages. That 
account has been questioned. 

Whether it was wise on the 
part of the government to 
mount a rescue operation or 
whether ft was warranted is 
subject to quesion. Whatever 
The outcome of inquiries, the 
reality is that four of the. 
hostages lost tlieir life and two 
others were seriously injured. 
Beyond that however, is the 
implication of the kidnap 
drama. It was the first time a 
kidnap group had raised polit- 
ical demands: the release of an 
Islamist leader and (ridiculous 
as it is) an end to the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq 
Until Monday, demands of 
Yemeni tribes taking hostages 
were for new roads, power 
connections, water supply 
hospitals, bridges, schools! 
ajd even a public telephone. 
Other demands included pub- 


lic sector jobs, compensation 
for not building a road, . 
amnesty for a death-row con-. _ 
vict and release of petty critnt^r 
nals, and, indeed, the arestj 
someone who was accused of 
cheating an entire village in a 
car deal. 

No gun has ever been used 
against a tourist in Yemen, hut 
the country is awash wife 
weapons ranging from small 
pistols to machine-guns which 
can be bought in grocery 
stores in die countryside. It is 
estimated that there are at least - 
50 million firearms in a coun- 
try of nearly 15 million peo- 
ple. 

Fora Yemeni from the coun- - 
byside, many Yemenis say,-. , 
parting wife his gun is more 
painful than a death in family.'. 

The abundance of firearms 
and the “sense of power” feat 
it offers are often cited as one 
of the reasons feat encourage 
Yemeni tribes to go for kid- ' 
napping. They have no politic * 
cal agenda, but civil or finanj- ' 
cialgrievances. Insane cases, «■ 
a rbitr ar y use of their Land by - ; 
foreign oil companies was 
cited as the reason for kidnap- 
pings. 

The impact of the tragic end . 
to the latest abduction on 
another ongoing hostage’ 
drama involving four German^ 
tourists is not obvious. The 
“ransom” demanded for them • 
was said to include something 
like $650,000 in cash, luxury 
cars, houses, high military 
posts and government jobs for 
members of the tribe behind 
the kidnap. 

It was also reported that fee 
German authorities haw 
pleaded to Sanaa not .to use 
force to release the four: •' 
Indeed, it is strictly anintef- 
nal affair. President .-AH - - 
Abdullah Saleh has been hard . 
at work knitting together fee " 
tribes scattered throughout fee 
country into a national fabric 
and it can easily be understood 
why and how his options ate 
limited in a land where law- 
lessness reigned for many 
decades. 

Particularly interesting is 
that fee latest incident took: 
place in Abyan province; a 
reputed stronghold of militants 
after the 1994 Yemeni civil 
war during which the coun- 
try's mainstream Islamist 
group backed the Saleh gov- 
ernment against southern sep- 
aratists. That Islamists were 
indeed involved in the kidnap 
should have been a signal to 
the S anaa government that it: 
was no longer one of those 
**!routme" hostage dramas. ' 

It is known that some; cf .; 
those Islamists were operating - - 
independently of the Al -Isiah ;. 
party, which has ha d a JaigeQ/.. 
stable political agreemehtwft?" 
Saleh's General - People* 
Congress (GPQ until recently. 

As such, were there any pdh- 

ical connections to the un- 
dent, wife innocent tourists 
paying the price for an internal 
Yemeni conflict? What was- 
the role of strained Yemeni 
relations with Riyadh?. WB . 
Washington now. . supRX* 
President Saleh more staunch- 
ly against opposition parties 
feat used to accuse him of cor-. : 
ruption and personal profiteer- 
ing ‘a La Suharto’? Why & 
fee strongest and 
nent Is lami c leader in Yemen, , 
Abduel Majid ATZetidai, . 
condemn the whole massacres 
and declare feat no IdsamstsT: 
would kill his prisoners ct &pr 
tives since k is against 
law? T " 
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a year to be rude and crude 


By Sue Zeidler 

Reuters 

jp ANY. lessons were learned this 
in show business, it was that all 
jjose .big; names that glitter are not 
gold at the box office, and that rude 
Jad ciude sells — as does rap. 

jt'was a year in which superstars 
jjte Brad Pitt and Oprah Winfrey 

failed' k> ignite hits with their much 
anticipated films “Meet Joe Black” 
and^ “Beloved." But Harrison Ford 
s tnicfc ft blow for every middle-aged 
man iq America by being named the 
«g»«ajgt Man Alive" by People 
Magazine. And American actress 
Gveyneth Paltrow proved that you 
can succeed using either a British or 
an American accent — as long as 

yOll JoOk gOOil 

All sorts of expensive films bit the 
dost — “Godzilla” failed to frighten 
anyone in a comeback bid and “Pri- 
mary Colours” did as poorly ar the 
box office as President Bill Clinton 
is doing with a Republican Con- 
gress. 

But make a film in which the hero 
gets his penis caught in a zip and a 
fishhook stuck in his cheek and 
you’re got a hit. 

The -scatological humour of 
“There’s Something About Mary” 


churned out profits by the gross and 
the animated TV hit “South Park.” 
which has vomiting characters and 
talking dung, earned widespread 
mass appeal. 

Talk about not for the squeamish: 
World War II came thundering back 
with a vengeance with Steven Spiel- 
berg’s “Saving Private Ryan” hailed 
by public and critics alike for recre- 
ating the horrors of war as few other 
Films ever have. And an Italian film 
comedy about Hitler’s death camps, 
“Life is Beautiful." won 
international awards. 

The success of blunt in-your-face 
rawness carried over into music even 
though many record executives 
donned suits and tried to put on a big 
show for Wall Street this year as the 
industry' turned ever more corporate 
with one major company swallowing 
another. 

But the real superstars in music in 
199S were the “rap pack" entrepre- 
neurs who turned out innovative and 
lucrative hits with the help of heavy 
street marketing. 

“God knows, the movie studios 
spend tonnes of money to success- 
fully predict the marketplace, but 
they often fail,” said Ted Rosenblatt, 
president of Los Angeles-based PFG 
Entertainment, which finances and 


licenses the rights to independent 
films. 

“A perfect indication was that 
some stars just couldn't open 
movies.” he said, citing Pitt and 
“Meet Joe Black,” a film ihat cost 
about $80 million to make, but has 
taken only about $40 million since 
opening in mid-November. 

The film was one of several box 
office disappointments this year for 
Seagram’s Universal Studios, where 
several high-level heads have rolled 
as a result, giving Hollywood a real- 
life soap opera of its own. 

Conversely, experts noted the lat- 
est Jim Carrey film ‘The Truman 
Show” a much-praised satire, was a 
bit even though h;s last attempt at 
drama was the 1996 box office dis- 
appointment ‘The Cable Guy." “The 
last Jim Carrey movie (Truman) suc- 
ceeded because it was a good movie 
arguably and not because it was a 
typical Jim Carrey comedy,” Rosen- 
blatt said. 

“Big stars no longer guarantee an 
audience. People are looking at the 
material and the story and the over- 
all quality of the pictures." said Jay 
Cooper, an entertainment lawyer. 

Teenage-hearahrob Leonardo 
DiCaprio’s appearance in Woody 
Allen’s “Celebrity” failed to cause a 


stir despite his 1997 smash hit 
“Titanic.” And while actress Julia 
Roberts still commands as much as 
$17 million for a romantic comedy, 
her run as reigning box office queen 
may soon be usurped by Cameron 
Diaz, who is riding the wave of silly 
success from “There’s Something 
About Mary." Ben Stiller, who 
played Diaz’ suitor in the low-brow, 
low-budget comedy about a young 
man’s quest for his long-lost dream 
date, has also become a Hollywood 
heavyweight. 

Another surprising success story is 
Adam Sandler, who turned from box 
office lightweight to superstar 
overnight wirh surprising hits like 
“The Water boy” and “the Wedding 
Singer." 1998 was the year every 
expert predicted that Will Smith, a 
rapper, would soon became one of 
the screen's biggest stars. 

U.S. television’s year was domi- 
nated by quirky drama and anima- 
tion, led by the offbeat hit comedy- 
drama “Ally McBeal” about a bony, 
neurotic, single lawyer, and "South 
Park." “1 think people are looking 
for something unique and not the 
same old formula in television. The 
ratings go into the toilet if its the 
same old thing and that’s why 
‘South Park’ and ‘Ally McBeal' 


broke through this year,” said Coop- 
er. 

Gimmicky shows or programmes 
about the complexities of ’relation- 
ships showed the greatest growth in 
the number of viewers on the small 
screen with “Ally McBeal the legal 
drama “The Practice” and “Buffy 
The Vampire Slayer” among the 
year’s biggest winners. 

It was a year in which the popular 
“Seinfeld.” the show about nothing," 
went off the air amid a storm of pub- 
licity or “much ado about nothing.” 
And it was a year in which bad taste 
seemed to dominate the daytime air- 
waves with controversy over reality 
talk shows going too far — like the 
frequent fistfights on “The Jerry 
Springer Show.” The biggest merger 
in music history — the marriage 
between Seagram's Universal Music 
Group and PolyGram <PLG.AS> — 
shook an industry now run largely 
by big conglomerates who churnout 
hits to boost stock prices. 

And while music sales for the 
global S40 billion industry are 
poised to show growth for the year 
overall, the overriding trend on the 
charts appeared to be a lack of trend. 
"The trend is no trend in music,” 
said Cooper, whose clients include 
singer/songwriter Sheryl Crow. 


On any given week, the charts are 
topped w'ith a diverse list of srars 
ranging from soft-pop singer Celine 
Dion to heavy metal band Metallica 
to country stars Garth Brooks and 
Shania Twain and rap stars Master P 
and Puff Daddy. 

But many believe ihat if any musi- 
cal truth emerged in 1998, it was 
that rap music was under-estimated. 

‘The trend this year was towards 
rap music becoming a mainstream 
genre of music and I believe it wifi 
continue in 1999 and be fused w'ith 
other music forms.” said Doug Mor- 
ris, CEO of the Universal Music 
Group, now the world’s biggest 
music company. 

“It’s one of the major acknowledg- 
ments that we in the music business 
have to accept this year. A lot of us 
thought rap would be limited in its 
appeal, but record companies have 
learned a lot from these entrepre- 
neurs who look their music to the 
streets " Morris added. 

Master P and Puff Daddy each 
earned more than $50 million this 
year by performing on and produc- 
ing their own labels and gaining 
popularity with heavy but savvy 
street marketing, word of mouth . 
posters, web sites and ads. 
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The future in a cup 


A taste for fortunetelling is sweeping the country, but what can you reasonably expect to hear from a cup-reader 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — I have learnt, mainly from books 
oo science and Murphy’s Law, that what is 
going to happen (that is, if it is meant to hap- 
pen) will happen, if not today, then tomorrow 
— so why is everyone so curious to find out 
what wilf happen in the future? To find out, 
and following friends’ advice, I found myself 
ifl front of a highly recommended cup-reader; 
a true professional in her field. 

Apparently there is nothing fancy to it: if 
you want to peek into the future, all you need 
is a cup of coffee, some time to waste and 
most of all belief: not so much belief in the 
future as much as disbelief in the present. 

Safina, the 22-year-old cup reader 1 visited, 
has'. u ir dark complexion, wears colourful 
clothes ' and sports an enigmatic look about 
her plain, well-cared-for face. She is well 
known for dealing in cups of coffee and fate. 
The jingling sound of the gold chains 
around her arms adds that little extra to the 
atmosphere, so when I slurped down the last 


sip of coffee, curiosity, like a gnawing 
hunger, started grumbling as I waited for 
secrets from my future to be revealed to me. 
Whether we believe or not we all want to 
know. 

Dr. Musa Shtaiwi. professor of sociology at 
the Jordan University says that there has 
always been a trend by people to want to 
know the future. 

“Ages ago people had this fascination about 
the unknown, the mysterious. They tried sev- 
eral methods to discover what is in store for 
them,” he said. 

A visit to a cup-reader is enough to reveal, 
not only the future, but also your own naivetl 
and innocence. Some see in it an escape from 
their everyday suffering, while others merely 
view it as a pleasant experience. 

University student Yara Eriakat said that she 
does not believe in fortunetellers at all, but 
goes there anyway. 

“It is all for fun, although sometimes they 
say things that can be right,” she said. 

A fish, a rabbit, a long road, financial crises. 


death even doomsday can be on a cup-read- 
er’s list, whose ranks include both profession- 
als and amateurs. Alia, a 25-old nurse, reads 
the cups as a hobby. 

"We all have long roads ahead of us, prob- 
lems to face, weddings and funerals to attend, 
news to hear “ she said. 

“I know it is nonsense, but we do it for fun, 
especially when we have nothing to do or we 
have friends coming for a visit” she added 
with a smile. 

“For some, reading cups is a social activity, 
for others it is a job that pays no taxes, which 
is easy to perform, with no strict working 
hours and most importantly — keeps you and 
your kids from starving” Shtaiwi pointed out. 

Professionals such as Salma say that the 
curved lines and dots of the coffee residue 
make pictures, and what is significant is what 
these pictures represent. 

“Deciphering these pictures depend on their 
meaning within a specific society," according 
to Shtaiwi, who added that most fortune- 
tellers make generalisations in order that his 


or her ‘readings’ can apply to anyone. 

■‘Fortunetelling is in many ways a deceptive 
kind of therapy for those who feel insecure,” 
he said and added that it may give rise to 
obsessive behaviours in which the fortune 
teller is constantly consulted over any prob- 
lem in a person’s life; “Whether it is search- 
ing for love, wealth or just hope, following 
this trend can negatively affect peoples lives,” 
he warned [Ronald Reagan: a case in poinr?] 
After some time Salma placed the cup 
between her slim fingers and started: 

“A long straight line; international phone 
call — some black dots; news that will reach 
you, unmistakably bad — a smiling face; a 
baby. Wait, still more to come — a dove; hap- 
piness — a hand; a friend trying to help — 
some clouds; a trouble." 

All these fit pretty well into the scheme of 
things, mine as well as everyone else’s. but 
Salma was good, and soon had me rattled. 

“There is a dark cloud; something bothering 
you, and you can’t make a decision to end it.” 
(Yes. thai sounds familiar). 


“A close person to you lost a friend and this 
brought tears to your eyes” (How, I thought, 
could she know this. I was here to write an 
article but that suddenly seemed secondary ). 

My eyes grew bigger and bigger with that 
stare — you know, the one you have while sit- 
ting behind the computer and a “system 
error” message you can’t understand forces 
you to click OK and restart your computer. 

1 continued to listen without prejudice to 
her 3 dinars worth of wisdom (no Visa or 
MasterCards, only cash). 

Salma calmly asked me to place my thumb 
at the bottom of the cup. which I did without 
a question. 

“You have a big heart and a clear mind,” she 
said. (Apparently the thumbprint can reveal 
your true personality). 

But then, if I had a clear mind would I place 
my destiny in a stranger’s hand ? 

To my amazement and disbelief. Salma had 
made me stop for a second to reconsider my 
scepticism; for her it was just another satis- 
fied customer. 
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Traditions & Survival 
Robert Chendner 
Curaon Press 1997 
307 pages, £19.95 

SFFUAXED IN (he rugged 
mo untain peaks and deep val- 
leys of north eastern Caucasus, 
Daghestan — Persian for fee 
Wd of fee mountains — is fee 
siieHsf Scxitland, and is home 
to 32 distinct peoples. Each of 
these peoples has their own 
language, yet they share a sur- 
pdsangly honMgmecws culture 
that has both withstood over a 
tsntoy of Tsarist control and 
70 years of repressive Soviet 
rale. 

Robert Cheociner has trav- 
dka extensively throughout 
the region, and here he gives a 
fascinating . accounts of fee 


ways of fife in fee villages of 
inaccessible mountainous 
area. ■ 

He has tried to record Dagh- 
estan! culture, tiffining it by 
what the Soviets tried to sup- 
Pfcss. But se eking out and 
stebfehing what the traditions 


is not cafy a problem in Dagh- 
it is a microcosm of tbe 
ethnic problems in the ex- 
republics, while moun- 
jam villages in Switzerland, 
Spam, France have suffered 


■ X W 

fo^ntand tfas res ulting flight to 
cfces. In Daghestan, with 
J®2pety of i ethnic groups, two 
of fee total pcjxilation 
jive in owr 700 mountain vil- 
‘ 1 B, ya fee great liberating 
iwSP'*® sweeping *■ 

US SR republics have hardly 

•cached there. 


socieoes are 
yet akin, from village 
mo untain to plains, 
j® w*ih eastern Caucasus to 
^ *faole Caucasus. Eveiy 
JJ® and eveiy occasion, 
yhfr tiatural or man-made 
5?® » be celebrated wife a 
accompaniment 
are linked wife fer- 
tarth, male cir- 
a baby’s first steps. 

_ Vies of. Daghestan 
& - North Caucasus 



believed in fee supernatural 
powers of words, which was 
why ceremonies were 
enshrined in poems and passed 
Awn through fee generaoons. 

The author's greatest frustra- 
tion was in gaining access to 
ordinary life, rather than party 
officials and their ideas of what 
a visitor should see. This, and 
ordinary Daghestaois’ suspi- 
cions towards a stranger were 
remnants from Soviet days, 
claimed the writer, when 
Daghestan was considered ‘‘a 
closed USSR republic.” 

In his endeavours to record 
Daghestani culture Chendner 
has tried to assess the value of 
what remains — a substitute 
custom (like Christmas), a 
child's game, or a folk tale. 
This is essentially fee link 
which connects Daghestanis 
everyday lives to their tradi- 
tions. 

Another key to understand- 
ing the culture of Daghestan 
feat Cheociner undertook, was 
to examine die loyalty struc- 
tures of the mountain people of 
Daghestan and fee rate at 
which these so-called struc- 
tures are disappearing. The 
break-up of fee Daghestani 
loyalty structure was encour- 
aged by Statin in order to assert 
his control- In earlier years both 
Muslim and Russian commu- 
nists argued with varying con- 
viction that individual, family, 
clan, national and Communist 
Run- bonds were linked, yet 
later, when these fidelities 
diverged, initially at patty — 
and then at local level, party 
members found themselves tn 
a position of conflicting aile- 
aance with their colleagues. 
Willingly or unwilhDgJy 

betrayal occurred. And since in 
Daghestan, by tradition, sus- 
pected or actual betrayal would 
have been treated equally 
though ‘adaf or customary 
law, where serious offence* of 
honour were resolved by an 
inter-famiiy hlood feuA*e 
breaking up of the Daghestan 
loyally structure must have 
been swift and bkxxly. 


By Feridoo Jainroukha 


Maya Angelou makes feature 
film directorial debut 


By Sarah Tippit 

Reuters 

LITERARY LEGEND Maya 
Angelou, whose tales of growing up 
poor and black in the deep South have 
inspired millions, never thought she 
would direct a film about a black fam- 
ily written by a white man from south- 
ern Georgia. 

“But I never thought 1 wouldn’t,” 
she said of her feature film directing 
debut. “Down In The Delta,” which 
opened in U.S. theatres on Christmas 
Day.' 

After alL the poet, singer, dancer, 
teacher and master of seven languages 
who is acclaimed as one of the great 
public speakers of the 20th Century 
said, she grew up reading white writ- 
ers and is accustomed to reinterpreting 
their prose. 

“If the writer resisted me then I 
resisted him. If the writer did not 
include the fact that I was a human 
being and mentioned in some of her 
work African Americans or Chinese 
people, if the writer put people down, 
then I put him or her down. (Take) 
Rudyard Kipling, with his racism and 
imperial stances. ... I still did Jove his 
poem. I just pretended he didn’t write 
it." Angelou told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

“Down In The Delta” — written by 
43-year-old advertising executive 
Myron Goble, who had no prior 
screenwriting experience and never 
lived in the black ghettos he wrote 
about — is very simply a strong 
human story, Angelou said. 

Strong enough, if turned out, to con- 
vince her to detour from her writing so 
she could delve into film after a few 
stabs earlier at directing for stage and 
television and taking one cinematog- 
raphy class in Swedish. 

“I wasn't excited about directing a 
film. 1 didn’t think it would increase 
my understanding of life, only to find 
that of course it did. (The film) is a 
great human document, which could 
have taken place in Warsaw, Poland, 
or Warsaw, Montana.” As for writer 
Goble, he said he was delighted that 
Angelou took an interest in his pro- 
jecL 

“I had some time and a little bit of 
money that would allow me to write 
one screenplay to see if 1 could 


explore that as a possible profession. I 
wanted to write about something I 
didn't know anything about,” he said. 
“At the end of this 1 didn’t want (to 
write) the story of my life that I would 
love and my mama would love, but 
who would know if it was any good?” 
So after reading a book about the 
African American migration out of the 
South to Chicago, Goble decided to 
write about the failed promise of pros- 
perity in the North. 

“I thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be interest- 
ing if a family in Chicago were relo- 
cated ... from an urban to a rural envi- 
ronment and were reacquainted with 
their relatives.’ They're a blood family 
with ties that are strong but they don’t 
necessarily know or understand each 
other. That's how the idea came 
about,” Goble said. 

In the film, the journey is taken by 
Loretta (played by Alfre Woodard), a 
drug-addicted single mother who lives 
with her mother, Rosa Lynn (Mary 
Alice), and two young children in an 
inner-city Chicago neighbourhood. 

Loretta has neglected her children 
and her son talks of gening “strapped” 
like his gun-toting classmates. Des- 
perate to move her loved ones out of 
danger, Rosa Lynn pawns a prized 
family heirloom to send them to the 
family home in Mississippi to spend 
the summer with Uncle Earl (Al Free- 
man Jr.). 

The story involves family reconcili- 
ation and regeneration and (he soul- 
enhancing value of returning to roots. 
Wesley Snipes, who also served as the 
film's co-producer, appears in the film 
as Will. Earl’s son. 

Angelou said once she agreed to 
direct the film she got the actors she 
wanted "for peanut shells” and actual- , 
ly came in under her $3.5 million bud- 
get. She wrapped herself around the 
project and filled in the cultural details 

— dialogue, experiences and attitudes 
common among African Americans 

— that Goble attempted to recreate 
but did not fully capture. 

“It was set in the African American 
culture. There are many things he did- 
n't -know and couldn’t know. ... 1 was 
able to bring what I know about that 
culture to bear,” Angelou said. 

“The thing that was so remarkable 
about (Goble) was that he loved his 
work and was not in love with it, 


which means that his ego was not 
wrapped around it. He wanted a great 
film. If I said something he heard to be 
true, he said please do it. Now that's 
somebody to work with.” For one 
thing, Angelou eliminated all profani- 
ty from the film. “I ask that we say 
what we mean to say, use our intelli- 
gence to say what we mean to say. 
Don’t punctuate it with profanity. 1 do 
want to show that you really can use 
English to make yourself understood.” 
Goble said he agreed with all of 
Angelou’s changes. “When I finished 
this project 1 set two conditions for 
myself. One was remember you’re 
white. The ocher was there are a lot of 
humorous moments in the picture.’’ he 
said. 

“It does reflect somebody who grew 
up in the TV sitcom era, so be aware 
of that as well. Dr. Angelou is some- 
one who filled in with a knowledge 
that I don’t have and at the same time 
much more subtle in her storytelling. 
... This was a journey of illumination 
for myself and Dr. Angelou.” 
Angelou’s own childhood journey, 
which profoundly influences much of 
her work, took her from St. Louis to 
rural Stamps, Arkansas, where she 
was raised by her grandmother. As a 
child she was raped by her mother’s 
boyfriend. After she testified against 
him, he was beaten to death. 

“I was 7-1/2 and my 7-1/2 year-old 
logic deduced that my voice had killed 
him. So I stopped speaking for almost 
six years,” she said. Her grandmother 
gave the mule child poetry to read, 
telling her: “Sister, Mama loves to see 
you read that poetry. You know what 
poetry will do for you? It will put 
starch in your backbone.”’ “I memo- 
rised (the poetry).” said Angelou, now 
70. who believes age has taught her 
courage. 

“There are two themes in all my 
work. 1 mean to say we may encounter 
many defeats but we must not be 
defeated. It may be necessary to 
encounter the defeats so one can find 
out just who be or she is. Thar is one 
(theme) and the other is that human 
beings are more alike than unlike,” she 
said. 

“And I was thinking about the jour- 
neys in the film. Journey back to tbe 
roots. Journey to the heart. We're all 
on journeys.” 


If pain 
persists, 
take two 

By Jean-Claode Elias 


THE VERSATILITY of PCs 
has become a burden as 
much as it is a blessing. The 
number of tasks these 
machines can perform com- 
bined wife tbe varied nature 
of these tasks amazes some 
and drives others to despair. 

Being able to do “tradi- 
tional” work like word pro- 
cessing while at the same 
time downloading multime- 
dia files from Internet, listen- 
ing to an audio CD, printing 
out your kid’s school report, 
and scanning the photos you 
took in Wadi Rum last week- 
end. is a very attractive 
prospect. But how can this 
be done safely, without caus- 
ing the computer to crash or 
breaking your neck? 

There are two sides to fee 
question. The first is fee 
technical possibility of car- 
rying oul simultaneously, 
several, very different tasks. 
The second is how practical 
it is for one person to work 
like an octopus on one 
machine. 

Theoretically, it is possible 
to set a PC in such a way that 
it lets you accomplish all 
these various jobs. Each sys- 
tem, naturally, has its own 
limits, but they are rarely 
reached The technical diffi- 
culty is rather in tbe tuning 
of the system. Indeed, setting 
up a PC in a complex techni- 
cal environment is a delicate 
undertaking. 

Typically, adjusting the 
Windows operating system 
and all the application pro- 
grammes and software dri- 
vers feat work with it 
requires skill and experience. 
If your PC has a sophisticat- 
ed sound card, a voice- 
modem, a shock-interactive 
joystick, a SCSI recordable 
CD-ROM drive, a document 



scanner, a removable hard 
disk drive, a dedicated audio 
recording card, a network 
a d apter, a high-end colour 
ink-jet printer — I’ll stop 
there — chances are that you 
won’t be able to adjust all 
components to work in har- 
mony from the very start. 

Let's assume however that 
you managed to reach that 
stage. Your system will per- 
form smoothly until the next 
change in hardware or soft- 
ware. The balance will be so 
fragile that any modification 
could upset it. Even replac- 
ing an apparently innocent 
mouse is a risk. Not to men- 
tion the virus factor. 

The second aspect is more 
obvious. Personal computers 
may be polyvalent but our 
own polyvalence has physi- 
cal, human limits. We have 
only a pair of eyes and a pair 
of hands. Moreover, control- 
ling several operations wife 
one screen, one keyboard 
and one mouse can be a real 
challenge. 

The solution ? Using more 
than one machine. Now that 
the price of the hardware has 
fallen to incredible lows, 
acquiring two (not to say 
three ...1 PCs makes perfect 
sense. Even from the finan- 
cial point of view. In a com- 
plex setup like fee one 
described above, where large 
numbers of additional equip- 
ment (peripherals) and pro- 
grammes are used, fee price 
of a second PC becomes 
very acceptable compared to 
the total amount invested. 
Distributing fee workload 
between two computers will 
make them perform in a 
more reliable manner. 

Increased speed and per- 
formance will come only as 
fringe benefits. Monitoring 
fee various tasks will be infi- 
nitely easier for fee operator. 
Most businesses have under- 
stood fee situation. Now its 
time for honie users to take a 
step in the right direction. 
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Euro is born, markets gear up for debut 


BRUSSELS (Reuters) — 
Eleven European nations 
formally ditched rheir cur- 
rencies on Friday to launch 
the new shared euro, trig- 
gering one of the financial 
sector’s biggest operations. 

The euro, expected to 
rival the dollar as the 
world's leading currency, 
begins trading in earnest 
early on Monday (1S00 
GMT Sunday), although 
Dutch ABN AMRO bank 
claimed on Friday to have 
struck the first euro deal, 
selling five million euros 
(S5.S5 miMion) against dol- 
lars in Bombay. 

Before Monday, tens of 
thousands of staff at banks 
and businesses across 
Europe have to complete 
well-choreographed prepa- 
rations. converting trillions 
of dollars worth of shares 
and bonds from old curren- 
cies into euros and ensur- 
ing that computerised deal- 
ing systems can cope with 
the swapover. 

Close to 300 million 
Europeans in Austria, Bel- 
gium. Finland, France, 
Germany. Ireland. Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Nether- 
lands. Portugal and Spain 
now share a single curren- 
cy. for the fust time since 
the Roman Empire. 

While consumers must 
wait until 2002 for new 
euro notes and coins, they 
can open bank and credit 
card accounts, pay mort- 
gages and use travellers' 
cheques in euros. 

Old national currencies 
will still pay for cash pur- 
chases. but the mark, franc 
and others are now official- 
ly mere euro constituents. 

Britain, Denmark, Swe- 
den and Greece are outside 
the euro zone for now, but 
in London. Europe’s main 
financial centre, prepara- 
tions for a smooth euro 
transition were in full 
swing. 

Major banks and broking 
houses have laid on hotel 
beds, taxis and entertain- 
ment for staff over the long 


weekend as computer sys- 
tems are reconfigured to 
adopt the new currency. 

Salomon Smith Barney 
bank promised 300 staff 
working over the weekend 
a late New Year’s Eve party 
— in two weeks. 

In Brussels, Europe's 
self-styled capital, hun- 
dreds of bank staff saw in 
the New Year at their 
offices. 

At Euroclear, one of the 
international organisations 
overseeing payments on 
the bond markets, more 
than 200 Technicians and 
bankers rationed them- 
selves to a sip of cham- 
pagne amid piles of flow- 
charts and computer print- 
outs. 

‘This is the most impor- 
tant weekend for us. Its the 
fulfilment of four years 
work," Pierre Slecbten. 
Euroclear's managing 
director, told Reuters Tele- 
vision. 

The euro will bring dra- 
matic changes to the global 
financial scene and to the 
way Europeans do business 
with each other and with 
the rest of the world. 

Travellers will be able to 
buy goods across Europe 
without the cost of chang- 
ing money. Consumers will 
be able to compare prices 
in different countries, 
which is expected to nar- 
row the wide price gaps 
existing now. 

Businesses operating in 
the euro zone, which 
accounts for almost one 
fifth of world economic 
output and trade, will save 
on transaction costs and be 
able to plan with more cer- 
tainty. 

Politicians hailed the 
euro birth as a major step 
towards economic growth, 
job creation and, crucially, 
deeper European political 
integration. 

"The euro.. .will bring us 
more choice with our pur- 
chases, lower prices, new 
markets, new investment 
possibilities and therefore 


jobs," French President 
Jacques Chirac said in a 
New Year’s statement. 

“With the euro, Euro- 
peans are going to feel 
closer to one another, and 
stronger as well." 

Critics, however, fear a 
loss of national sovereignly 
over key economic deci- 
sions and a blurring of 
countries* identities. 

Britain’s staunchly 
eurosceptic daily Sun 
newspaper said the 1 1 
countries adopting the euro 
had all begun to die. 

The euro launch was met 
with quiet bemusement on 
Europe's streets on Friday, 
while EU officials admit a 
huge task remains to win 
over the hearts and minds 
of euro-zone citizens. 

"I haven’t really thought 
that much abour it." Dutch 
pensioner Martien Assies 
said. “We’re not really 
going to notice much of a 
difference in daily life, are 
we?" 

In Helsinki, shopkeepers 
gave the euro a mixed 
reception. “I don’t know 
when we will have prices 
in euros. Is there a law 
now? 1 guess we’U do it 
only when we have to," 
said supermarket cashier 
Tuna Rutanen. 

T think the euro is a good 
thing, it will compete well 
with the dollar...but the 
transition period is way too 
long." said chemist Taija 
Laitalainen. “Both the euro 
and markka should be in 
use so consumers can 
choose,” she said. "We 
have three years to soothe 
fears and...explain that the 
euro means more growth, 
more jobs," European 
Monetary Affairs Commis- 
sioner Yves-Thibault de 
Silguy said on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, European 
Central Bank officials on 
Saturday predicted a steady 
start to trading in the new 
euro currency on Monday 
and hailed its economic 
benefits as preparations by 
banks continued without 


apparent hitches. 

ECB Vice President 
Christian Noyer, one of the 
officials now in charge of 
monetary policy for the 11 
nations that launched the 
euro on Friday, said 
Europe's single currency 
was in no danger of becom- 
ing too strong against the 
dollar and yen. 

He said there was no rea- 
son to fear heavy demand 
for eun>denominated 
shares and bonds, which 
could lead to a strong 
appreciation of the euro 
and thereby make Euro- 
pean exports more expen- 
sive in other currencies. 

ECB board member 
Eugenio Domingo Solans 
said he expected euro- 
related changes to comput- 
er systems and accounts at 
banks and exchanges to go 
smoothly this weekend. 

“The systems and proce- 
dures have been carefully 
checked. If there were any 
failure, back-up and emer- 
gency mechanisms would 
take over,” he told the 
Spanish newspaper Expan- 
sion. 

"Risks have been reduced 
to the minim um: neverthe- 
less. I’ll be crossing my 
fingers on January 4." 

Some 50,000 staff at 
banks and businesses 
across Europe continued to 
spend the New Year week- 
end redenominating stocks 
and bonds into euros, 
adapting computer systems 
and converting mountains 
of data. 

Roger Bates, director of 
the EMU project team for 
investment banking at 
Deutsche Bank in London, 
said around 600 of the 
company’s 6.000 employ- 
ees were at work. 

"The experience so far 
has been a very positive 
one. and has shown the 
value of the dress rehearsal 
over the previous few 
months," be said. 

Mara Pengopi. a forex 
official at ABN Amro in 
Amsterdam, said the 


bank's conversion pro- 
gramme was running ahead 
of schedule. 

The Bank of Spain said it 
successfully completed 
preparations to handle 
bourse trading in euros at 
7:00 a.ra. local time on Sat- 
urday. 

Saturday was expected to 
be a lower-key day for 
banks after the announce- 
ment of the euro exchange 
rates for member curren- 
cies on Thurday and the 
official launch on Friday. 

But the pace will step up 
again on Sunday evening, 
when Sydney becomes the 
first financial centre to offi- 
cially trade the new curren- 
cy. The start of trading 
there is at 5:00 a.m. on 
Monday (.1800 GMT Sun- 
day). 

The main test will come 
on Monday evening when 
banks settle their transac- 
tions after the first day of 
trade in euros. 

ECB officials on Satur- 
day reiterated their belief 
that the currency would 
lead to a period of econom- 
ic stability in the near term 
for the countries in the euro 
zone: Austria. Belgium, 
Finland, France. Germany. 
Ireland. Italy. Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Portugal 
and Spain. 

ECB Chief Economist 
Otmar Issing said there was 
no threat of deflation in the 
euro area at present but it 
could not be ruled out in 
the future. 

Declines in import and 
producer prices in euro- 
zone countries over recent 
months have sparked con- 
cern that Europe might be 
on the brink of deflation, a 
process of price declines 
which can lead to a con- 
traction of economic activ- 
ity. 

Board member Domingo 
Solans said the current 
euro-zone interest rate of 
three per cent was not an 
obstacle to growth or job 
creation. 


Euro could create 8,000 jobs a year in Belgium 


BRUSSELS ( AFP) — per cent and create an 

The launch of the euro extra 8,000 jobs a 

single currency could year in Belgium, the 
boost growth by 0.25 governor of the coun- 


Super Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, a large salon and 
dining area, maid's room, independent central heating, 
telephone, satellite, a large veranda with Foreign fumi- 
! ture. Location: Jabal Amman, between 4th & 5th Circles. 

For information, 5673438, Um Anton. 


try’s central bank said 
Saturday. 

"The potential 

growth trend for Bel- 
gium at the moment is 
around 2.0 per cent 
while for Euroland it 
is about 2.5 per cent," 
Alfons Verplaetse told 
the Flemisn business 
daily Financieel 

Economische Tijd. 

“These figures 
should get closer, with 


the potential growth 
rate in Belgium rising 
from 2.0 to 2.25 per 
cent. 

"That 0.25 per cent 
extra growth should 
lead to the annual cre- 
ation of between 7.000 
and 8.000 jobs.” 

Verplaetse said his 
"prudent and minimal- 
ist" estimate was a 
purely personal opin- 
ion, not based on any 


official assessment of 
the euro’s impact. 

The governor said he 
also expected mone- 
tary union to lead to a 
wave of mergers 
between Belgian banks 
and their foreign rivals 
and to act as a "cata- 
lyst” for further social 
and economic harmon- 
isation in Europe. 
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EMIRATES COMMENCES SERVICES TO ISLAMABAD AND LAHORE 

EMIRATES' NEW services to 
Islamabad and Lahore will 
commence on January 1 and 
2, 1999 respectively. The two 
north Pakistani cities become 
Emirates' 46th and 47th desti- 
nations and will give the airline 
a total of four cities served in 
Pakistan — by far the largest 
number for Emirates in any sin- 
gle country. 

Emirates will provide four 
flights a week to Islamabad 

and three to Lahore, all non- 

stop from Dubai. Both the Air- ^ are the result of a landmark Memorandum 

bus A31 0-300 and the Boeing 777 will be of Understanding between Pakistan and 

deployed on the routes. Dubai which allows Emirates to operate a 

The new services add to Emirates' 16 total of nine flights a week to three north 
weekly flights to Karachi and twice weekly Pakistani allports — Peshawar, Islamabad 
to Peshawar (launched on July 14). They and Lahore. 
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Dubci - Lahore 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 



21 Bud's Costello 


29 Mil. address 

32 Car choice 

35 Castro's island 

36 Swaddle 

37 Asseverate 

36 Musical units 

39 Pro (in 

proportion) 

40 Fishing pole 

41 Baltic Sea 
feeder 

42 Calumny's Kin 

43 Hffl dweller? 

44 Gulf of the 
Arabian Sea 

45 Devotee 

46 MaSciouS' 
campaigners 

51 Soap opera 


56 Catch on 

57 Know-ft-aB ’ 
athlete 

61 _ Spumante 

62 Period in a 
process 

63 Church recess 

64 Blob 

65 impatient 

66 Mulligan's dish 

DOWN . 

1 " of God* 

2 Loa volcano 

3 Violinist Mischa 

4 Seize suddenly 

5 Abandon 
ashore 

6 Full-length 

7 Knight's title 

8 Ostrich kin 


By Carol Lachance 
Massey, Ont 

9 Frult-and-wine 
concoctions 

10 Okinawa port 

11 Computer 
hacker 

12 Nudnik 

13 Be mouthy 
18 DeGeneres 


19 Swear 

24 Miniature 

25 Makes tighter 

26 Burning coal 

29 Saud, e.g. 

30 Meat paste 

31 Milky gem 

32 Legendary tale 

33 Author Hunter 

34 Quick and 

Skinful 

35 Cryptographic 

36 Twist and 
squeeze 

36 Knobby 
42 Sri 

44 Oriental 
nursemaid 

45 Packing 
* material 
47 Feudal lord 
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48 Land of the 
Copts 

49 Singer Della 

50 Spread here 
and there 

51 Confidence 
game 

52 *Bom Free* 
lioness 


53 Repetitive 
routines 

54 StorWike 
wading bird 

58 Old-time 
actress Hagen 

59 Droop 

60 Existed at one 
time 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 

Central Bank expects JD46 million financial 
gap in ‘99 to widen to JDIOOm in 2000 


WLLETH 


CCH 


** The current account of the balance 
nf payments is expected to register a 
jdM million in 1999 or 2.2 per cent 
: jross domestic product com- 

pared to an expected JD50- million 
deficit for 1998 or one per cent of the 
grpss domestic product. 

“This forecast was part of a memoran- 
da presented by the Central Bank of 
Jordan 10 the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment outlining the monetary policy 
^.measures taken during 1 998. 

Xbe widening deficit is envisaged to 
result from a higher deficit in the bal- 
ance of trade by about JD117 million, 
or 7.5 per cent of the gross domestic 
product, and a JD5I million increase 
in "the surplus of the balance of ser- 
vices. The bigger trade deficit is seen 
resulting from imports rising by 5.5 
per cent to meet the expected growth 
m economic activity and from expons 
ooidg-np by 3.1 per cent in anticipation 
of renewed activity of exports to tradi- 
tional markets. 

As for the balance of services, the 
Central Bank expects revenue from 
travel and tourism to rise by 3.1 per 
cent and from expatriate remittances 
by 3.2 per cent. As for the net unre- 
quited transfers, the Central Bank sees 
it. almost maintaining the same level 
with a slight JD6 million decline. 
Financial aid to the government was 
predicted at no more than the JD256 
million level, 
capit 
_ JD2 

million higher than the 1998 figure. 
This net result was expected from 
drawing more on undisbursed foreign 
loans lesser repayments by about JDS5 
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The capital account was forecast to 
post a JD234 million surplus, JD126 


million and JD2S million respectively. 

Taking ail the aforementioned expec- 
tations into consideration, the Central 
Bank predicts that a financial gap of 
about JD46 million will appear in 
1999. This gap is even forecast to 
widen to around JD100 million in the 
year 2000. 

In the memorandum, the Central 
Bank stated the following steps to be 
pursued in 1999: 

] i To deepen the achievements of 
past years in terms of monetary' stabil- 
ity and confidence in dinar as both are 
considered the fundamental pillars for 
sustained economic growth. 

2 1 To continue indirect intervention 
in managing the monetary policy 
which in whole depends on market 
forces and characterised by transparen- 
cy, flexibility and comprehensivity. 

Within this framework, the memo- 
randum said, the Central Bank will 
seek to review the public debt law and 
to upgrade it to be in line with the 
financial and monetary developments 
witnessed by the Kingdom over the 
past few* years and in line with the 
aims of the financial and monetary 
policies. “Such an approach would 
provide the necessary flexibility for 
the government to borrow through 
internal public debt tools instead of 
direct borrowing from bunks,” the 
Central Bank said. 

The Central Bank aims at developing 
the capital market in the coming stage 
through a diversification of medium 
and long-term financial tools which 
are now possible in light of the new 
securities and companies laws,” the 
memorandum concluded. 
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FORECAST FOR JANUARY, SUNDAY 3, 1999 


By Linda C. Black Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’ll be in a much calmer 
frame of mind today. Its partially because the moon has 
eone into Leo. giving you a tendency to settle down. It also 
-Dims your mind a little more to other people. Since Leo is 
such a romantic sign, you might find yourself falling in 
love, an excellent wav to spend this beautiful Sunday. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You’ll want to stick close 
ip home today. That’s your nature most of the time, any- 
way. You’d rather have people come to your house than 
vjqe versa. Besides, your home is so comfortable, most 
folks want to come over. If you put the word out. you could 
.toe more than you can afford to feed Tell them to bnng 

l-sracks. , . . , 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You re in the mood o 
learn. Maybe you’d like to snuggle up with a good book, 
but today's lesson can’t be learned that way. You re going 
I fo have to get out and practice. That could be fun. espeejaJ- 
'Tyifwhat you're learning is something like skiing or roller- 
■ gartinp Make sure you've got a good coach and the rest 

tJSNCER: (June 22 to July 21 J You may feel a tad 
pressed but don't give up. The person who’s giving you die 
most trouble is the one who needs your advice. This may 
. take diplomacy and tact, but you can do it. Soften him or 
her up with good smells from the kitchen and even the rat- 
tiest scruffier will settle down and listen. Don t waste your 
breath before then. 

LEO: (July '22 to August 21 ) There’s quite a bit of work to 
be done, and that’s tree the whole time the sun s in Capri- 
corn. ft goes right through your solar sixth house 
so yon should be serving other people right now-, mat san 
uncomfortable situation, but good tor you nonetheless. T be 
more you take care of others, of course, the more they II 

mGO: (August 22 to September 22) Somebody could be 
laying a guilt trip on you today. You don t have to accept ; it. 
Knowing you, you’ve been meticulous about meeting l 
promises. Now it looks like somebody wants somethin- 
else od top of all that If this is your day ot rest, you ff et 
decide whether you're going to do it or oo L . , 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) There s ^ 
going on in your life right now that your ^ends .an^help 
you with. One of your buddies can see > om * * , 
missing. That’s why God put so many ot us on 
— so we can view situations from a multiple. . P e 
spective. Today it could be your turn to le ?™- . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November .11 1 You JJu ^ 

kow-tow to an older person and pretend ,.- s 
authority over you, even though you know ** bu i 

Yon allow some people to think they re ® y * the 
tbat’s'just so they ^1 be out there catching the fiacL Letme 
person with the big mouth have centre sia- 
back and watch. 


oacK ana watcn. _ ^ , , This is 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December ~ ) - 

a good day for travel. Looks like you ha\ e g ^ ^ 

sWvisit. and a good reason for gomg there. You^ouio 


also get a lucky b^ak later 
*as not going to happen comes through in ' - - 

editto. Its your attitude that makes the e ^ j ^ 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
^celleni day to make a deal. Why 
when you can get the best? Today, ft ltx ' including a 
Hems for your home are the b f sl . ,nve * . oett j n a a new 
Home itself. Have you been thinking a ^ 

nln/W) If M nnw. Somebody CISC ■ SUI,L 


““nt iiACU. nave yuu ~ . , 

place? If so, go shopping now. Somebody 
«>uM be your big opportunity. , 0l You’ve been 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) „ 


^fUAKius: (January rf n conipo 

bree4 “S along for tbe last few Jays u ^ h ^ uttons . Just 
| .sure, today, somebody may hit one ot v . e[se 
mmernber what you’ve been telling ev yeais 

fep breaths, relax and keep thinking. A hundred y 

6mi»w, whai the heck difference ^ 1 probably in 
f®CES: (February 20 to Mutch. -0> J0t 

4emoodtodosomethingprodu«.Dve Yv ^ you . vtf 

Jlot of energy built up by now. I * s ’ en erev lately. 
j*en absorbing so much of other P ^- aU se of 
they’re feeling better now. and » 
you- So let. them help out a litxlc with >i 

Birthstone of January'! Garnet Rose Quartz 


1 998 was 
a good 
year for 
Hollywood 

L.OS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Hollywood entered the New 
Year after recording close io 
$7 billion in profits for 1998. 
a 10 per cent hike over 1997. 
Daily Variety has said. 

The movie industry owes a 
lot to the growing secondary 
video movie market which 
was expected to earn more 
than SI .1 billion in the North 
American market and another 
SI billion internationally. 
Daily Variety said. 

Overall, theatre ticket sales 
in the U.S. and Canada were 
up by five per cent, to 1.38 
billion tickets — the highest 
number of sales since 1966. 

For the fifth time since 
1 V90, Buena Vista (owned by 
Disney) came out ahead of iu» 
competitors, taking SI. I bil- 
lion in receipts — or 1 2.7 per 
cent of the market — and 
pocketing another one billion 
abroad. 

Paramount came second 
with 5I.0S5 billion. James 
Cameron’s “Titanic” account- 
ed for 40 per cent of Par- 
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London-based banks 
push on with euro drive 


LONDON (Reuters) — 
Banks on Saturday said 
they had covered much of 
the ground in preparation 
for ihe market launch of 
Europe's single currency 
on Monday, and every- 
thing was going according 
to plan so far. 

“We have been operat- 
ing a helpline this week- 
end, and we haven’t really 
had any calls on it. so pre- 
sumably no one has any 
problems,” said an official 
from the British Bankers’ 
Association. 

Thousands of staff have 
been working around the 
clock in market centres 
around the world, but the 
workload has been heavi- 
est in London, where an 
estimated 30.000 were 
expected to be in the 
office ihrouch the week- 
end. 

The euro became a legal 
currency on Friday and 
will go live on the markets 
on Monday. 

Trillions of dollars of 
stocks and bonds must be 
redenominated from their 
original currencies into 
euros, computer systems 
must be reconfigured and 
mountains of data con- 
verted. 

Some estimates put the 
total of government secu- 
rities thai need to be con- 
vened into euros this 
weekend at S2.1 trillion. 


The conversion weekend 
kicked off on Thursday 
after the lock-in rates for 
converting 1 1 member 
currencies into the euro 
were set. Banks need to be 
ready by Monday's mar- 
ket iebut in Asia, which 
will be Sunday evening 
London time. The Bank of 
England said indications 
from institutions and firms 
were positive. 

“Things are progressing 
smoothly so far." a Bank 
of England official told 
Reuters. “At the moment 
we’ve had positive 
reports.” 

An official at Britain's 
banking regulator, the 
Financial Services 

Authority, said staff w*ere 
on standby this weekend 
to help banks with any 
problems, but none had 
emerged so far. 

Many banks said they 
had completed the internal 
task of redenomination in 
euros, but had yet to finish 
confirming their data 
against reports from clear- 
ing organisations. 

Denis Peters, vice presi- 
dent at international set- 
tlement and clearing 
organisation Euroclear in 
Brussels, said Euroclear 
had finished redenominat- 
ing securities and released 
details on its Internet w-eb- 
site overnight on Friday. 
Euroclear had redenomi- 


nated around 3,500 debt 
securities and 13,500 
equities. 

Luxembourg-based set- 
tlement and custody bank 
Cedel said the eruo 
changeover was going 
smoothly, and it had 
begun the process of rec- 
onciling its calculations 
with those of its customer 
banks and brokerages. 

Tim Irving. euro~ project 
manager at Bank of Amer- 
ica in London, said the 
bank had ironed out a cou- 
ple of minor systems 
glitches, and remained “a 
Tittle bit ahead of plan.” 

Around 250 of Bank of 
America’s nearly 3,000 
U.K. staff were working 
this weekend. Irving said, 
along with 50 staff in con- 
tinental Europe. 50 in the 
U.S. and 50 in Asia. 

Banks said traders were 
on hand to test out their 
systems and provide 
moral support ahead of 
crunch trading time on 
Monday — or Sunday 
evening for Asian trading 
— but no actual euro deals 
were being completed. 

Frequent price quotes 
were updated on Saturday 
on the Reuters foreign 
exchange dealing system 
for the euro/dollar 
exchange rate, but a 
Reuters" official said these 
were rest prices only. 


Saudi shares lose nearly 
28 per cent in 1998 


RIYADH (Reuters) — 
Shares on Saudi Ara- 
bia’s stock exchange, 
the largest in the Middle 
East, fell 27.9 per cent 
in 1998, the market’s 
third worst performing 
year since the index w*as 
set up fifteen yeas ago. 
brokers said. 

Bakheet Financial 
Advisors (BFA) said the 
index closed at 141.31 
points on Thursday, 
down from 142.66 
points a week earlier. 

The index had closed 
1997 at 195.89 points 
after gaining 27.8 per 
cent in that year. 

BFA said the other bad 
years were 1985 when 
the market lost 30 per 
cent and 1994 which 
saw a loss of 29 per 
cent. 

Traders have blamed 
the fall of the market on 
a business slowdown 
after steep cuts in state 
spending as oil prices 
fell to 12-year low's. 

“The Saudi oil-depen- 
dency problem was very 
amplified in 1998. it 
became very clear that 


would be in a roller 
coaster ride as long as it 
is depending on a single 
commodity: oil," BFA 
said in a report. 

“All eyes are are 
watching the govern- 
ment efforts on the 
diversification and pri- 
vatisation fronts, which 
should be the main 
theme for 1999 and its 
success would be mir- 
rored by the stock mar- 
ket,” the Riyadh-based 
consultants added. 

Saudi Arabia, the 
world's largest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter, has 
said that actual 199S 
budget spending was 
down to 189 "billion 
riyals (S50.4 billion) 
from the projected 196 
billion riyals. It said 
revenue fell in the year 
to 143 billion riyals 
from the forecast 178 
billion riyals. 

But the Saudi Finance 
Ministry said the 
strength of the king- 
dom’s economy had 
helped cushion the mar- 
ket from bigger losses 
suffered by some other 


The markets in neigh- 
bouring Oman and 
Kuwait plunged by 52.5 
perc ent and 40 per cent 
respectively in 1998. 

The ministry said on 
Monday that the total 
value of shares traded 
so far in 1998 stood at 
51 billion riyals, an 18 
per cent drop from last 
year. 

In 1997, the value of 
traded shares soared 
150.4 per cent to 62.1 
billion riyals. 

BFA said prices of 34 
companies fell in the 
week, while 16 rose and 
nine were unchanged. 
The remaining 15 stocks 
did not trade. The value 
of shares traded 
decreased to 765 million 
riyals from 785 million 
riyals in the previous 
week. 

Al-Rajhi Banking and 
Investment Corp (ARA- 
BIC) dominated trade in 
the week, accounting 
for 28.3 per cent of the 
total value of shares 
traded. Its stocks lost 
0.7 per cent to close at 
J. 1 7 rivaic. 



DAJANI JEWELLERS 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grf ndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


WAVES 


*lp>m ridehet* fimmeut 



CRysr 


Qua lity Serviced Suites 

★One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Daiiy & 
Long Slay * Reasonable Rates 


5 th Circle 
Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 
email : ciysalW go-cgm-Jo 



At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


,, FOR 
| RENT 

5o Dplnxe Villas 


WE 


Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SANMEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIF1YEH 
A. Hajarat Complex 
Tai 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


The Arts Center 



Nygoota 
Start tym Heat tyxi 

Study Art. 

Register Now 
Tel. 5529610 





li 


* 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 



Bayerischer Hof 
Restaurant 

is open daily during Ramadan 
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Street 
Tel: 5819730/ 5810811 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 



mrex yorum 
Hotel 


At 6th Circle 
Tel: 5510001 




Traditional Iftar Buffet at 
al Azrak Coffee 
Shop... 
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ampras withdraws 
from Australian 



PERTH (AFP) — World 
number one men's rennis 
player Peie Sampras has 
withdrawn from the 
Australian Open later this 
month, tournament director 
Paul McNamee said here 
Saturday. 

Sampras had cired “physi- 
cal and mental fatigue” and 
needed a rest after a heavy 
programme. McNamee 
said. 

He said the withdrawal 
from the event starting 
January IS, advised by 
Sampras's agent late 
Saturday, was disappoint- 
ing, but the field remained 
very strong. 

“He obviously had a very 
long end of the year, he 
played seven weeks in a row 
in Europe, which is the first 
time he had done that in his 
career, obviously with the 
aim of finishing No. 1 in the 
world.” McNamee said. 

“He is pretty worn out and 
needs to take a rest. From an 
Australian Open perspec- 
tive. it is disappointing. 

“It was a very big decision 
for Pete. It will be the first 
Grand Slam he will have 
missed in five years. He also 
misses the chance at the 
Australian Open of 
equalling Australian Roy 
Emerson's record 12 Grand 
Slam singles victories. 

“h also opens up the race 
for No. I position in the 
world." 



Pete Sampras 


Mallorca aim to continue 
surprise run 


MADRID (AFP) — Surprise Spanish league leaders Real 
Mallorca aim to reignite their title challenge after the holi- 
day break when they play away to bottom club 
Extremadura on Sunday. 

The island team resume the season with a four-point 
advantage over nearest challengers Celta Vigo and 
Valencia, with the big names of Spanish football — Real 
Madrid and Barcelona — left in their wake. 

“It is not a match we are going to take lightly, even 
though Extremadura are bottom the standings'’ said 
Mallorca coach Hector Cuper. “They are a difficult team to 
break down, particularly at home.” 

Cuper must however, be concerned by his team’s inabil- 
ity to find the net. Despite topping the table they have 
scored only 15 times in 16 matches — far fewer than most 
of their rivals. Goalkeeper Carlos Roa, however, has con- 
ceded only six goals. 

Mallorca, on top of the standings for the first time in 35 
years, are seven points clear of both Real Madrid and 
Barca. 

“We are at the top on merit, not just because some of the 
big clubs have had some bad moments and not because we 
are lucky,” said a defiant Cuper. 

Chasing duo Celta Vigo and Valencia have home games 
this weekend, with Valencia taking on Real Sociedad on 
Saturday night and Vigo playing fifth-placed Oviedo on 
Sunday afternoon. 

Barcelona, whose Dutch coach Louis van Gaal is still 
holding onto his job despite fans’ demands he be removed, 
are at home to struggling promoted side Alaves, for whom 
new Italian international signing Nicola Berti will not be 
available. 

Real Madrid, meanwhile, are at home to relegation strag- 
glers Tenerife, who are looking for improved results under 
new coach Carlos Aimar. 


Germans leads race 


MARIBOR. Slovenia l AFP) — Hilde Gerg edged out compa- 
triot Martina Ertl as German racers finished 1-2 in Saturday's 
fog-plagued World Cup women's Super G race here. 

Olympic slalom champion Gerg, who won a downhill event 
at Veysonnaz, Switzerland, a week before Christmas, clocked 
lmin 30.17sec to finish 0.13 seconds in front of Ertl. 

Michaela Dorfineister of Austria was third at 0;29, followed 
by compatriot Christiane Mitterwallner at 0:38. Then came 
Corinne Rey-BelJet of Switzerland and Pemilla Wiberg of 
Sweden. 

Overall World Cup leader Alexandra Meissnitzer of Austria 
finished back in ninth place as 23-year-old Gerg recorded the 
eighth World Cup victory of her career. 

Ertl. the Olympic combined silver medallist, also finished 
second, behind Meissnizter, in the last women’s Super G at Val 
D’Isere. France, last month. 

Early morning fog continued a run of weather problems that 
have plagued World Cup events at the Slovenian resort and 
briefly delayed matters on Saturday. 

The first race in World Cup history scheduled for New Year’s 
Day was postponed due to heavy fog when the Super G — 
originally scheduled for Friday — was delayed three times 
before organizers rescheduled it for Saturday. . 


SPORTS 
IN BRIEF 


Hong Kong rac- 
ing turnover 
hit again 

HONG KONG (AFP) 
Hong Kong's economic 
difficulties have badly hit 
punters who cutback ‘ on 
wagers on New Year Day 
races. There was a 13 per- 
cent slump in turnover in 
die races on Friday — nor- 
mally a bonanza event for 
the Hong Kong Jockey 
Club. The total of 1256 bil- 
lion Hong Kong dollars 
($162 million) was down 
from $1.45 billion a year 
ago, a spokesman said. 
More than a million of 
Hong Kong's 6.4 million 
population are considered 
regular gamblers, making 
the jockey club a key part 
of the economy. 

Rain plays 
havoc with early 
matches 

GOLD COAST (AP) — 
The first day of the 
Australian women's hard- 
court tennis championships 
scheduled for Sunday was 
likely to be postponed after 
a continuing forecast of 
steady rain. A Tennis 
Australia spokesman 
Saturday said officials had 
not lost hope of some 
matches being played if the 
rain cleared, but it was 
more likely that the main 
draw would get under way 
at the Hope Island Tennis 
Club on Monday. Rain 
washed out qualifying 
matches Friday and only 
allowed a few matches 
Saturday indoors at the 
Royal Pines Resort The 
tournament features four of 
the world's top 20 — 
France's Mary Pierce (7), 
Switzerland’s Party 
Schnyder (11), Romania's 
Irina Spirlea (15) and 
defending champion Ai 
Sugiyama (18) of Japan. 


Hingis loses as slimmer Davenport rises to the top 


PARIS (AFP) — Martina 
Hingis won the first and 
last '"major titles of 1998 
— but in between she lost 
her World No. 1 ranking 
to new-look American 
Lindsay Davenport 

The 6ft 3in (lm89) 
Davenport, who lost 35 
pounds < 16 kilos) in 199S 
in a concerted effort to 
improve her stamina and 
mobility, ended an S0- 
week reign by the Swiss 
teenager at Filderstadt in 
Ocrober - one month after 
capturing her first Grand 
Slam singles title at the 
United States Open. 

The popular 22-year- 
old American, who didn’t 
drop a set at Flushing 
Meadow, overpowered 
Hingis 6-3. 7-5 in the 
final to become the first 
American-born woman to 
win the home Grand 
Slam title since Chris 
Evert in 1 982. 

And. with refreshing 
simplicity after her tri- 
umph. she thanked her 


were not ready to move 
over, however. 

Hingis got off to a fly- 
ing start when she beat 
the 1994 Wimbledon 
champion Martinez in 
straight-sets in the final 
of the Australian Open. 
But thereafter she lost her 
way. 

Meanwhile the ‘old 
guard’ had the French 
Open final all to them- 
selves. 

Sanchez Vicario, 26, 
beat three-times champi- 
on Seles in an emotional 
three-set final - and after 
lifting the trophy prompt- 
ly apologised for her vic- 
tory. 

“I’m sorry I had to beat 
you." she told the 24- 
year-old Seles after 
notching up her third win 
in the event. 

“AH of the players are 
sorry for what has hap- 
pened to you and we all 
congratulate you on what 
you have managed to 
achieve in these difficult 



Lindsay Davenport 



Martina Hingis 

parents for keeping her 
normal and insisted they 
had been right to insist 
she graduate before turn- 
ing professional. 

“The whole family have 
been great," she said. 
“They kept me humble. 
They didn't tell me I was 
great whenever I won a 
tournament or tell me I 
was going to be number- 
one. They were just nor- 
mal. 

"Having two sisters 
helped a lot. Both of them 
tola me ‘You can’t leave 
school.... that's ridicu- 
lous' and stuff like that. 

“I loved school and I 
never wanted to stop 
studying. I’m so pleased 
with the way things 
turned out.” 

Davenport’s new dra- 
conian training schedules 
as she set about exchang- 
ing weight for power, 
paid rich dividends. 

She was a semi-finalist 
at both the Australian 
Open and Roland Garros, 
and a quarter-finalist at 
Wimbledon and ended 
the season as a finalist at 
the WTA Championships 
in New York. 

The year was marked by 
the battle between the ris- 
ing teenage brigade and 
the established stars. 

With former world No. 
1 Steffi Graf unable to 
compete for much of the 
year because of injuries, 
the new wave, headed by 
Hingis, Russia’s pin-up 
Anna Kournikova and 
American sisters Venus 
and Serena Williams 
moved in to take over. 

Experienced campaign- 
ers such as Jana Novotna 
of the Czech Republic, 
Spaniards Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and 
Conchita Martinez, and 
American Monica Seles, 


times.' You are a great 
champion.” ‘ 

She was referring to the 
death the previous month 
of Seles' father and 
coach, Karolj Seles, and 


to her opponent's remark- 
able run despite lack of 
match practice. ' At' 
Wimbledon two 29-year- 
olds met for the title. Jana 
Novotna made it ‘third- 


time lucky’ when she beat 
another experienced cam- 
paigner Nathalie Tauziat 
in "straight-sets for the 
title she had come so 
close to winning in 1993 
and 1997. 

This time the stylish 
Czech made no mistakes 
and outplayed the canny 
French player who was 
bidding to become the 
first French winner of the 
tournament since the leg- 
endary Suzanne Lenglen 
won her sixth title back in 
1925. 

Novotna’s 6-4, 7-6 (7/2) 
win received an emotion- 
al standing ovation from 
die 14,000 fans packed 
around the centre-court. 

In contrast to 

Wimbledon, the final of 
the Grand Slam Cup in 
October was an all- 
teenage affair — Venus 
' Williams eventually 
defeating . Switzerland's 
-Patty Schnyder 6-2,- 3-6, 
6-2. It was ...- the 

American's third title of 
the season. The big-hit- 
ting Williams, who had 




celebrated her 18th birth- 
day four months earlier.* 
and who has never 
short on proclaiming, be^ 
talent, continued to 
diet that before the yi 
2000 she and her yo 
sister Serena would - r 6g 
facing each other in 
major finals. /SS 

They would also be bat^^ 
tling it out for the wori 
number-one ranking. 

Unfortunately h 

results in the ma 
events through the seas 
remained relative^ 
mediocre although s 
climbed to fifth in the : 
rankings. 

She was stopped in the - 
quarter-finals at the'; 
Australian Open, French/ 1 
Open and Wimbledon, .f 
and she went out to 
Davenport in the semi?/* 
finals at the United States: 

Open. 

Williams withdrew 
from the WTA „ 
-Championships -in. News/iiffpijW 
.York because of.acluoni^fejfJUU U 
knee injury and her with- 
drawal left the door open 
for Graf. 

The former world num- 
ber-one, who had serious- 
ly considered retirement 
during a season of injury 
stoppages, staged an- 

impressive return in 

November after a wrist 
injury. 

And once she was able 
to return to sustained 
competition she quickly 
showed that she is still a 
force to be reckoned 
with. 
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Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 


Graf defied the pundits. J 
who claimed her often 1 
‘one-dimensional’ fore- _ * 
hand tennis was outdated, r 
by sweeping to un expect— } 
ed victories in Leipzig. - 
and Philadelphia. - - 1 

It swelled the number of 
tournaments the 29-yeari 
old German player has 

won to 1 06. : fe.,/. /./ ..'V : : ' 

Graf, who reigned ast -*A'Ai " ' i 

world number-one for a 
record 377 weeks before . 
injury forced an extended : 
lay-off, also postal/ 
impressive victories ovfer'j 
most of the world 'stop- 
ranked players in her late " 
season spurt. 

It was enough to. sug^ 
gest that she will add to- 
her 21 Grand Slam sin/ - 
gles titles in 1 999. . • : 

Spain, led by Sanchez/ 

Vicario and MaitinezV 
scored their fifth Fed Cupte 
victory in September 
when they beat - 
Switzerland 3-2 in_v 
Geneva. - 

Hingis won both of her;;-Tf 
singles but Schnyder lost;/ ’ 
both of hers and thf-S- 
Spaniards clinched theiC 
triumph with a one-sided ‘ 
win in the doubles. - 
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CINEMA 


TELI463-1H4 
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PHILADELPHIA '1 


Sean Connery & 
Nicholas Cage .. in 

THE ROCK 


Shows: 12:15. 2:15. 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


V 


CINEMA 


TELI463-4I44 


CINEMA 


TEL ^5699238 


PHILADELPHIA '2 


Meryll Streep & 

Kevin Bacon .. in 

THE RIVER WILD 


Shows: 12:15, 2:15. 6:30, 
8:30. 10 JO 


PLAZA 


v 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


J 


CINEMA 


CONCORDE 


TEL:5&77420 S. CINEMA 


-is- 


\ 


C QMQ QR PJ^Ul 
Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

KAMANNANA 

Shows: 6:30. 9:00 
CO N CO R DE.^:. 

Adel Imam .. in 
RISALA ILAL WALI 
Shows: 12:15,2:15,6:15, 8:15. 10:15 


TELl5934793 / CINEMA TEL:59347ciT" 


GALLERIA 1 




ABDOUN 

ktvm’. cns. com . jo/Ga 1 1 eria 

Sharon Stone & 
Dustin Hoffman .. in 


SPHERE 


Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


V 


O&LLERIA 2 


V, 


ABDOUN 

vww.ens. com, jo/Ga ileria 

Helena Bonham A 
Units Roache .. in 

WINGS OF 
THE DOVE 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30. 10;3 q 


Hi sham Yanee Theatre 

TEU *25155 




Watch out for 
the new play 
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Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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NBA players to make final proposal 


(AFP) —After rejecting what 
Si : ®ymmiSsioaeE David Stem iermed 
i°l^S. rfinal offer", the players are 
their own “final” proposal in an 
®?l?SLwiPs- the basketball season. 


*4 


" if I 


>r cajfed- David Stern and requested an 
present it (the proposal > to 
J^A^Uboar committee as soon as 
CL’^lavaSaWe” said Players association 
Billy Hunter. 

PjiflA^^utive vice-president and chief 
i. Jeffrey Mishkin issued a state- 

i S^Spday regarding the stains of col- 
^^^gaming negotiations 
[tr^J^ e bave beeD told b y L he union 
rtai 1 y el^n i gx P ect t0 receive its final pro- 
^p^rdy. That proposal will be for- 
Labor Relations Comminee 
inform the union of the 
fojan^’s response. 

^eti^e assured the union that, if no fur- 
between the negotiating com- 
_^j^^scheduled prior to January 7, the 
Inmoa'Sffatf proposal will be put before the 
S^^jBoyernors when it votes on that 


day.” 

Stem sent the owners’ final 20-page pro- 
posal directly to more than 400 NBA play- 
ers on Wednesday, urging a vote by the rank 
and file on the offer before the owners are 
expected to vote to cancel the season next 
Thursday. 

Such a move would be unprecedented in 
North American professional sports. 

The NBA never had lost games to a work 
stoppage until this year but their first one 
could be the most epic in North American 
sports history. 

Baseball owners voted to cancel the 1 994 
World Series in a labor dispute under which 
ownership changes to work conditions 
prompted a strike with the season two- 
thirds over. 

In 1982, American football teams lost 
seven games each to a players’ strike, but an 
agreement was reached, a shortened sched- 
ule was completed and an expanded playoff 
system was installed, preserving the season. 
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| Italians Gianni Lamia Lora and Roberto di Persio get out of their Nissan Patrol 
after thdr accident during the first stage of the 21st edition of the Dakar Rally 
near Granada. Hundred and seventy cars, motorbikes and trucks are taking part 
m the race which is scheduled to finish 17 January in Dakar. Senegal. Heavy rain 
lotted the cancellation of the first official stage of the rally, with a 5km special 
stage organised instead, officials said (AFP photo) 



cud says he will clean up 
his act in 1 999 


(AP) — Australian 
Philippoussis says he 
ly to replace conflicts 
have marred his tennis 
leer with new confidence 
^ jp|> bned by working with for- 
]s w Wimbledon champion 
acasfa. 

^ UL " Philippoussis clashed 
ith Davis Cup bosses 
®y Roche and John 
fcwcombe, and also threat- 
«d to pull out of 

HUon 
ntf 

nri‘ 


he 


re* 




luff 


lumped 


as his 
last year. 


form 

But 


of encouragement by 
pc;: itemed "bis year around 
5-1 . Eliminated in him con- 

ii< *- l 'l '• sting the U.S. Open final 
•ii 1 -' , ^ fellow Australian Pat 

. hftcc. 

■'U.yf’jj 


h- year was definitely 

pijs-'f 1 


lftilkr-coaster ride, but I 
,f*ed ■ off OK,” 
:l! ^? W • r*PP°ussis said Saturday. 

IK hf1„ : L lt S 611534 ^ 1 ^' ash Came 
^ if the scene, and that’s 


jO 




j®fcmemore positive. I’m 
,v\. myself a lot more 
> • ,. „« p 1 had been, Tm enjoy- 
vU ‘ r ' u ^ challenge a lot 
r> Ht ^ we, and hopefully it's 
^p^gto be a good year.’ 

dfe* ^bout his clashes 
K i >j jn ' ^authority, as well as 
i«° u . decisions. 

p> - J nl *r~ din g declining to play 


new 

it 




fl? 1 


y-'U'SKS^rfes. 

fil'ih ^ % ellas made throughout his 
Srl% Jer. '• 

% 1 make decisions, right or 

mug,” he said. “That’s 
f 1 of learning, that's part 


. * 
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season gets under- 
S. a the Hopraan Cup. 
^jPPonssis is partnering 
JJm number one junior 
iitaf D°kic in the interaa- 
^ team competition. 

® working extremely 
aad my fitness level 
5? to best it’s been," 
m Philippoussis. 
I’m getting 
but the most 
thing is that I 
, Paying out there. 
**“ . 1 ^ssed 

t0 ?k a trip down 
.(try lane when he read 
jte/ 1 what Philippoussis 
S°uig through before 






Mark Philippoussis 

Wimbledon last year and 
sent him some words or 
encouragement. TTiey soon 
began workjng together, 
with spectacular results 

*“He‘s been there. He s 
been through so many 
things that I've been going 
through . too, 
Philippoussis. He kn 
how 1 feel, which is impor- 

'Z aid i.’s 

someone there von tan talk 
“bn Saturday. . Franee 

claimed the remaining pla>.e 

■»** H ZT ^defeated 

Sabwe^inaaualify- 
IZZ Tested rallied to 


overcome former World 
junior No. 1 Cara Black 4- 
6. 6-1, 6-2. and Guillaume 
Raoux clinched the match 
with a 6-1. 6-3 win over 
Wayne Black. In the mixed 
doubles, Zimbabwe beat 
France 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-5). 

Teams are split into two 
groups in the round-robin 
competition. Group A con- 
sists of South Africa. 
Australia, Spain and 
France. Group B is made up 
of the United States, 
Switzerland, Sweden and 
lhe Slovak Republic. 

Australia plays South 
Africa to open the tourna- 
ment on Sunday. 


France 

sweep 

aside 

Zimbabwe 

in 

Hopman 

Cup 


PERTH (AFP) — France 
swept in to Group A of the 
AS900.000 ($550,620) 

Hopman Cup tennis mixed 
teams tournament here 
Saturday when they com- 
fortably defeated 

Zimbabwe 2-1 in a play-off 
dash at Burs wood Dome. 

Guillaume Raoux, ranked 
53rd in the world, crushed 
Wayne Black (95th) 6-1,6- 
3 in straight sets in the 
men's singles after 
Sandrine Testud, who is 
ranked 14th. had given 
France a flying start by 
brushing aside the 44th- 
ranked Cara Black, Wayne 
Black's sister, in the 
women’s singles. 

Testud won 4-6, 6-1, 6-2. 
In the dead mixed doubles, 
the Zimbabwe pair gained 
some consolation with a 
straight sets win, 7-6 (7/4), 
7-6 (7/5). 

It was the first time 
Testud, 26, and 2S-year-old 
Raoux had played togeth- 
er. 

Testud said she was 
pleased she had arrived in- 
Penh early id practise and 
to acclimatise to the hot 
weather. 

“That, of course, was my 
first match of the year, and 
I have not played much 
tennis in the past two 
months because 1 had a 
long break," she said. 

“I knew 1 would feel bet- 
ter as 1 went along. I am 
very happy to be here and 
for us ro have qualified for 
the tournament," she said. 

"I struggled a bit in the 
opening set, but I played a 
bit bener in the next two 
sets. 

“It is always good to have 
the chance to play a quali- 
lying match.” 

She was encouraged by 
the success of the Slovak 
Republic in the previous 
year’s tournament. They 
also had to win a pre-tour- 
nament play-off to reach 
the last eighr — and 
Karina Habsudova and 
Karol Kucera went on to 
snatch the top prize when 
they beat French pair Mary 
Pierce and Cedric Pioline 
in the final. 

“But it is not going to be 
easy here,” Testud said. “1 
think everybody has a 
chance to win." 

Raoux, who now lives in 
Florida, said he had had a 
concentrated workout in 
Noumea immediately 
before coming here. 

France’s win means they 
qualify for Group A of the 
tournament. 

They will come up 
against top-seeded Spanish 
pair Carlos Moya and 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
Monday, Australians Mark 
Philippoussis and Jelena 
Dokic on Wednesday and 
South Africans Wayne 
Ferreira and Amanda 
Coetzer on Thursday. 

The Spaniards will be an 
especially big challenge. 
Moya is ranked number 
five, while Sanchez Vicario 
is ranked fourth. 

France have never won 
the Hopman Cup, and last 
year’s appearance in the 
showdown was their besr 
effort in the competition. 


Double alert for round 
the world yacht race 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — A 
solo round the world yacht 
race was in chaos Saturday 
after the leader had ro be 
towed to safety following a 
mayday alert and a top 
woman yachtsman collided 
with a whale. 

Overall leader Mike 
Golding of England was 
battling to stay in the Alone 
Around race after he sent 
out a mayday alert Friday 
night off Cape Reinga in 
northern New Zealand. 

The latest victim was 
French yachting star 
Isabelle Autissier, whose 
yachr PRB hit a whale In 
the Tasman Sea. Organisers 
said Autissier was safe but 
her vessel had sustained 
rudder damage. 

Golding's yacht Team 
Group 4 is now at Tom 
Bowling Bay near the cape 
while his suppon crew 
assesses damage to the hull 
and swing keel of the 18 
metre (60 foot) vessel. 

Team Group 4 designer 
Pascal Conq flew to the 
yacht Saturday hoping to 
make it safe for the 340 
kilometre (2 10 miles) run to 
the finishing line in 
Auckland. 

The team were to make a 
statement on Sunday on 
whether they would stay in 
the race. 

The second leg of the race 
was won by Giovanni 
Soldini of Italy. Golding 
had a two day, 17 hour over 
ail lead over Soldini before 
his disaster. 

The second leg started in 
Cape Town on December 5 
and Soldini finished at 4:24 
a:m. on Saturday (1524 
GMT Friday). The Italian 
covered the 6,884 miles to 
Auckland in 27 days, 5hrs. 
24min and 52sec. 

Marc Thiereelin of France 
overtook Autissier to go 



Englishman Mike Golding, the overall leader of the solo round the world yacht race, 
stands on his boat after sending out a Mayday distress call because of a collision off 
New Zealand. Around Alone race organisers said he “struck an object” while Radio 
New Zealand (RNZ) said he hit a reef off Cape Reinga (AFP photo) 


third. Thiereelin and 
Autissier were expected in 
Auckland on Sunday. 

Race headquarters said 
Autissier was not in danger 
as the weather was fine. 

In this race four years ago 
she had to abandon her 
yacht in the Tasman Sea 
and was lifted off by naval 
helicopter. This time she 
was forced to make a 
Boxing Day pit stop in 
Tasmania to repair her 
mainsail track. 

Golding survived the dan- 
gerous Southern Ocean and 
was last week caught up in 
the deadly storm which 
claimed six lives in the 
Sydney-to-Hobart yacht 
race. 

But when he sounded the 
alert off Cape Reinga the 
weather was calm and 
clear. Race organisers say 
Golding struck something 
just after sunset on Friday 


night. 

Nine minutes laier he 
issued a Mayday distress 
call, saying he was taking 
on water, and was helped 
by a nearby fishing boat. 

Soldini was sure that 
Golding would stay in the 
race, which leaves again 
for Punte del Este in 
Uruguay on February 6. 
“Mike is healthy and 
Group 4 has a great team, 
they will fix the boat,” he 
said. 

The Italian said he had 
sensed danger as he 
approached Cape Reinga. 

"You feel danger up 
there,” he told a press con- 
ference. "You are very' 
tired. When I passed North 
Cape I wrote a message to 
Isabelle and told her to be 
careful. 

The race, which began in 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
on September 26. is going 


ahead ac Australia still 
seeks to get over the 
tragedy of the six dead from 
the" Sydney-Hoban race. 

A special memorial ser- 
vice was held in Tasmania 
on Friday and soul-search- 
ing over the future of the 
race continued Saturday. 

The Australian newspaper 
said in an editorial: "The 
cost of the 1998 Sydney to 
Hobart race was too high: 
six men lost at sea. For 
their families, friends and 
the wider community it is a 
terrible price to pay for a 
race we all expect to be ftin. 

"But the urge that sends 
men and women to sea is no 
different to that which 
sends others to the top of 
mountains or into space or 
even into the business 
world to take the risk that 
will make or break them.” 
it said. 


Korda vows to play on after drugs scandal 


DOHA (AFP) — Czech 
tennis star Petr Korda 
vowed here on Friday to 
continue playing for anoth- 
er two years, scotching 
repons that he could quit 
following a drugs scandal. 

The reigning Australian 
Open tennis champion, 
who failed a test for the 
anabolic steroid nan- 
drolone at Wimbeldon last 
year, claimed: “I have been 
proved innocent by the 
International tennis 

Federation (1TF) and the 
decision will be announced 
shortly. 

*TH prove myself as a 
player here at Doha. I am 
determined to climb back 
up the world rankings. I 
intend to quit in around two 
years." 

It was earlier reported 
that Korda, ranked 13th in 
the world and one of the 
stars of the ATP Tour event 
here starting on Monday, 
was on the brink of retire- 
ment after his failed drugs 
test in July. 

The 30-vear-old Czech. 



Petr Korda 

whose top ranking of sev- 
enth in the world came in 
1992, was forced by the 
ITF to forfeit rhe $94,529 


he won as a Wimbledon 
quaner-finalist. 

But the ITF ruled out a 
ban. saying it accepted he 


could have been unaware 
of being given the steroid 
in an injection following an 
injury. 
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Opening lu:id: Four uf * 

If you are in a contract that does 
not have much chance, do every- 
thing m vaur power to get home. 
South's desperate maneuvers on 
this deni ore worth emulating. 

South's cue-bid of four clubs wos 
something of o stretch. Who could 
blame North, looking at a baud 


with three prune cords, support for 
partner’s suit and a ruffing value, 
for pushing on to slam? 

West led a spade, and declarer 
was not thrilled with the prospect*, 
of .» voiding two heorl Insc-rs. The 
only possibility was to maneuver an 
■■ndpljy. and ih.n would require .1 
very -penile distribution — 
w null I hate tn hate hoih heart h.m- 
iii-h ur a linublciun K ID ur Q lu uf 
hearts, and nu mure than three 
eluh-i In addition, trumps would 
heie lo be evenly divided 

Declarer won the ?pade lead in 
dummy, cleared the ace nf clubs 
co-shed the king uf diumundo, then 
crossed to the tabic with the ace uf 
trumps. Fortunately, both defend- 
ers followed. A club w-js ruffed, and 
the remaining high spude provided 
the vnLry for .1 second club ruff. 
Now declarer exited with j low 
heart. 

It was South's lucky day. West 
took the qm.-en of hi'urtj and was 
faced with a choice of ways to com- 
mit suicide. A spade would permit 
declarer to discard a heart frxun the 
table, eagh the ace nf hearts and 
then ruff a heart, setting up the 
13th heart tn hand than Kb to the 5- 
.1 split A low heart would allow the 
jack in win and a heart ruff on ihc 
tahle would round out 12 tricks, 
■lust unnt her routine slum. 
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FOR 

Beginners 
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Language Centre 

The British Council encourages people Bo 
improve their Arabic language sl<ah by 
offering a range of eommunkathre language 
course) for beginners. 

This term we offer 

• Arabic 1 (total beginners) 

• Arabic 2 (false beginners) 

All classes emphasize spoken Jordanian Arabic. 
Classes wm g ht by a qualified native Arabic 
speaker. ■ 

f lint ritwee: 6 JO - 8 30pm 

3-6 January 1999 
lU 0 un- 4 J 0 poi 

JD 120.00 


For more infbnnfltioo call us on 4636167/8, 
4613368, between I l: 0 Uun md 5:00pm. 
Fix m oo 4656413 or 4613389 


Note: are on a ft* come fint served basis. Please come 

on the fira day of registration with your lest and ooune fires. 
F-mail: DTO/aftC- AM MAN swint.cOm 
Registered in England ss a charity no. 209131 
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Western teams start probe 
into Yemen rescue bid 


SANAA (R) — American 
and British reams have 
begun investigations into 
Tuesday’s rescue operation 
by Yemeni troops in which 
four hostages died and two 
were injured a U.S. embassy 
spokesman said on Saturday. 

“They [investigators] are 
working together with their 
appropriate Yemeni counter- 
parts.” the spokesman said 
adding that the teams were 
receiving good cooperation. 

An FBI team and British 
detectives arrived in Yemen 
on Friday to probe the rescue 
operation in which three 
Britons and an Australian 
died and two tourists, includ- 
ing an American, were 
injured. 

The investigation teams 
arrived a day after Britain 
accused Yemen of lack of 
cooperation in providing a 
full account of Tuesday's 
raid 

One diplomat said the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation had sent about 
10 agents to Sanaa, while the 
British team was made up of 
four detectives. 

A Yemeni official said ear- 
lier that Australia's ambas- 
sador to neighbouring Saudi 


Arabia was also expected to 
join the probe into the abduc- 
tion and the storming of the 
kidnappers' hideout 

Britain and Yemen moved 
closer to a diplomatic row as 
London summoned the 
Yemeni ambassador for the 
second time in two days on 
Friday to express its dissatis- 
faction over not receiving a 
full account of the raid 

British Ministers have said 
London would be very con- 
cerned if it turned out its 
advice to seek a negotiated 
solution to the kidnap had 
been ignored by Sanaa. 

According to a Yemeni 
official quoted in Saturday's 
London Times newspaper, 
Yemeni security chiefs knew 
days before the 16 tourists 
were kidnapped that Islamic 
militants were planning to 
attack a British taiget. 

However they failed to 
alert British diplomats who 
only learnt about the plot 
after the hostages were killed 
in the rescue bid. 

Yemen has insisted its 
security forces had to go in 
because the kidnappers had 
started killing hostages. But 
some hostages have said they 
were used by the kidnappers 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


2,000 killed in year of Kurd-Turkish violence 

ANKARA (AFP) — The Turkish army killed 1,843 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) rebels during 1998 in oper- 
ations in the east and south-east of the country, accord- 
ing to the official toll released Saturday. The figure's 
show 311 members of the security forces died in the 
fighting. The PKK launched its armed campaign for a 
Kurdish homeland in south-eastern Turkey in 1984. The 
violence has claimed 3 1 .000 lives. 

Shopkeeper finds fox in shop after holiday 

NAPLES (API — It wasn't exactly a fox in the hen- 
house. but it came dose. A Naples shopkeeper reopening 
after the New Year's holiday found a fox in her clothing 
store in the heart of this southern city's bustling down- 
town. Annamaria Pacel/i managed to comer the fox in 
the bathroom, then call police, who captured the animal 
and turned it over to a wildlife rescue group, news 
reports said. The uproar roused the entire neighbourhood 
and sent several superstitious neighbours scurrying off 
for lottery tickets with the numbers 2 and 8, which sig- 
nify “fox" and “surprise" in a popular Neapolitan book 
on the numerical interpretation of dreams. 

KLM flight forced to return to Istanbul airport 

ISTANBUL { AP) — A KLM Royal Dutch Airlines plane 
bound for Amsterdam had to make an emergency land- 
ing at the Istanbul- airport Saturday after its tail hit the 
runway during takeoff, reports said. None of 124 the 
passengers or crew aboard the Boeing 737-400 were 
hurt, the Anatolia news agency reported. The agency 
said the plane made a steeper-than-usual takeoff and the 
tail hit the ground. The plane took off for Amsterdam a 
couple of hours later after airport technical crews deter- 
mined it has suffered no serious damage. 

Taleban: Ben Laden too poor to run bases 

KABUL (R) — A minister in Afghanistan’s Taleban 
Islamic government said on Saturday that Saudi Arabian 
dissident Osama Ben Laden, living in exile in 
Afghanistan, was now too poor to ran alleged military 
bases for terrorists. “Osama’s capital in oversens banks 
is frozen and he does not have the capability to build 
military bases, run religious schools or support anyone 
in the field of economy or education." Taleban 
Information and Culture Minister Amir Khan Mutaqi 
told reporters. Ben Laden, reputed to be a millionaire, is 
wanted by the United States for allegedly being the mas- 
termind behind the U.S. embassy bombings in Kenya 
and Tanazania in August that killed at least 263 people. 
Ben Laden denies responsibility for the bombings. The 
United States in November offered $5.0 million reward 
for information leading to his arrest and conviction. 

Five children killed in hit and run accident 

CAIRO l AP) — A mini-bus killed five school children in 
a hit and run accident in southern Egypt on Saturday, 
police said. One child survived the accident and is in hos- 
pital with a broken leg and broken arms. Police are 
searching for the driver of the bus, which was carrying no 
passengers, officials said. The accident happened as the 
children, all 13. were walking to school on the side of the 
north-south highway through Sohag province, 340 kilo- 
meters south of Cairo, said police officials. The vehicle 
struck the children from behind and sent them flying, the 
officials said, speaking on condition of anonymity. 

German tourists stranded in Turkey 

ANTALYA <R) — Around 300 German tourists were 
stranded in the southern Turkish resort of Antalya on 
Saturday because of a payment row between travel compa- 
nies, airport officials said. They said the tourists, who were 
due to fly back to Duesseldorf on Saturday, were being put 
up at a nearby hotel while the airline Air Alfa and rour oper- 
ator TransAtlas tried to resolve their disagreement 

Russian woman hides dead baby in freezer 

MOSCOW (AP) — Police found a baby's corpse in its 
mother's freezer in northern Russia, the Interfax news 
agency reported Saturday. The woman, now 38, had hidden 
her pregnancy and delivered the baby at home. It was not 
clear whether the child was still bom or was killed, Interfax 
said, citing a prosecutor in Pechora, about 1450 kilometers 
northeast of Moscow. The woman had kept the corpse in her 
apartment for more than a year, the prosecutor said. The 
report did not say whether the woman would face any 
charges. 


as human shields as Yemeni 
forces moved in. 

Eight British tourists and 
an Australian flew into 
London on Friday after sur- 
viving the gun battle when 
troops moved in to free them. 

An American woman who 
was among the survivors has 
also left " Yemen, leaving 
behind another American 
who was wounded in the 
shoot-out, the U.S. embassy 
spokesman said. 

A little-known guerrilla 
group calling itself the Aden- 
Abyan Islamic Army 
claimed responsibility for the 
kidnapping and blamed 
Sanaa for the hostage deaths. 

The government said the 
kidnappers were Islamic mil- 
itants targeting American 
and British tourists and 
demanding freedom for a 
member of the Islamic Jihad 
group held by Yemeni secu- 
rity forces. 

Dozens of tourists have 
been kidnapped in Yemen in 
recent years by tribesmen 
seeking handouts from the 
government, but in most 
cases foreigners have been 
treated well and released 
unharmed. Until Tuesday, no 
hostage had been killed. 


Saleh 

receives 

Misha’al 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
met here Saturday with the 
head of the political office of 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), the offi- 
cial SABA news agency said 

Saleh and Khaled Misha’al 
discussed “developments on 
the Palestinian question in 
light of the recent obstacles to 
the peace process because of 
Israel's intransigence,” Saba 
said. 

Saleh expressed Yemen’s 
“support for the struggle of the 
Palestinian people to recover 
their legitimate rights and 
establish an independent state 
with Jerusalem as its capital," 
it said 

Hamas last month reaf- 
firmed its commitment to 
armed struggle against Israel 
despite October's Wye River 
Iand-for-security agreement 
between the Jewish -state and 
the Palestinians. 
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Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat joins a dancing group and dances the traditional debka dance in Gaza on 
Thursday. Palestinians throughout the \test Bank and Gaza marked the 34th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Fateh movement ( AP photo) 

Palestinians rally to mark 34th 
anniversary of PLO’s Fateh 


GAZA CITY’ (AFP) — Some 4,000 Palestinians held a 
rally here Saturday to mark the 34th anniversary of the 
PLO’s leading Fateh faction, founded by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. 

Several leading Fateh officials spoke at the rally, includ- 
ing Zakaria Agha from the PLO's executive committee. 

Agha, speaking on behalf of Arafat told the crowd 
Palestinian officials would continue to work to liberate 


Palestinian prisoners from Israeli prisons. 

Meanwhile roughly 100 Palestinians gathered for a 
peacefii! rally in Bethlehem to mark the anniversary, wit- 
nesses said. 

Arafat released a statement overnight Thursday to mark 
the anniversary and vowed the Palestinian National 
Authority was committed to the establishment of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital. 


Major storm socks U.S. Midwest 
with heavy snow, gusting winds 



ST. LOUIS (API — A 
massive winter storm arc- 
ing from the U.S. Gulf 
Coast to the upper 
Midwest grounded scores 
of New Year’s flights, 
knocked out power to 
thousands and threatened 
to dump more than 1/3 
metre of snow across the 
northern half of the 
region. 

Highway officials 

warned motorists to stay 
off roads and airlines can- 
celled flights Saturday, 
hoping the storm would 
lift in time for the post- 
holiday traffic peak 
Sunday. 


The storm was blamed 
for at least seven deaths. 
Six of them — two in 
Arkansas. two in 

Nebraska and two in 
Missouri — occurred in 
traffic accidents. 

The seventh. in 

Edinboro. Pennsylvania, 
was that of a quadriplegic 
college student who froze 
to death after bis electric 
wheelchair became stuck 
in the snow early Friday 
on his way home from a 
New Year’s Eve party. 

About 15 centimetres of 
snow covered St. Louis by- 
Friday night, along with 
areas of central and south- 


eastern Illinois and central 
Iowa. 

More than three dozen 
flights were cancelled 
Friday at Lambert Airport 
in St. Louis and dozens of 
others were delayed, some 
for three hours or more. 
Trans World Airlines can- 
celled all of its Saturday 
morning flights into and 
out of the airport — about 
140 total. 

In Chicago, walls of 
sandbags were placed 
along Lakesbore Drive to 
prevent waves from Lake 
Michigan from flooding 
the busy road. O’Hare and 
Midway airports assem- 


bled than 100 pieces of 
snow removal equipment, 
along with hundreds of 
cots for travellers who 
may be stranded by the 
storm. 

Deputies in Texas said 
tornadoes injured at least 
seven people and 
destroyed three mobile 
homes east of Huntsville. 
None of the injuries were 
life-threatening, said hos- 
pital spokeswoman Jill 
Baine. 

Over the state Line in 
Arkansas, freezing rain 
toppled power lines and 
cut service to more than 
100,000 utility customers. 


Thousands preparing for euro’s trading debut 


(Continued from |ia«c 1) 


In Belgium, only a tiny 
proportion of bank 
accounts will be immedi- 
ately. converted from 
francs to euros. The 
Belgian Association of 
Banks said requests to 
switch to euros represent- 
ed only 0.16 per cent of 
the country's bank 
accounts at the last count. 

Countries around the 
world welcomed the 


launch of Europe’s single 
currency. 

Taiwan reportedly 

switched up to $20 billion 
of its vast reserves into the 
new currency, while 
Japan’s Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi saw the 
euro as a rival to the dollar 
and yen. The United 
States also officially wel- 
comed the launch, though 
analysts differ on whether 
the euro will ultimately 
help or hinder U.S. eco- 
nomic growth. 


EU Monetary Affairs 
Commissioner Yves- 
Thibault de Silguy warned 
Saturday that "the euro 
will not be the miracle 
solution” for Europe’s 
economy and unemploy- 
ment problems. 

'There is still a lot to 
do," he said in an inter- 
view with Italian daily II 
Sole 24 Ore. citing as an 
example the “structural 
reforms required by eco- 
nomic globalisation." ' 
The Euaipean press 


hailed the launch of the 
single currency. 

In Spain, the financial 
daily Expansion called on 
European leaders to make 
the single currency a pre- 
lude to political union and 
a more democratic 
Europe. 

The German media 
commented that the 
“hardest part remains to 
be done" as European cit- 
izens must “now bring the 
euro to life”, and “every- 
thing now depends on the 


ability to create enough 
jobs on the joint European 
market.” 

The Saudi press said the 
euro should be viewed 
jealously by Arabs who 
are unable to unify them- 
selves. 

And in Denmark, which 
has opted out of the single 
currency because of a lack 
of public support. Prime 
Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen said he would 
like to see his country join 
the euro. 


Hizbollah warns Israel against Lebanon strike 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

“The lives of people of the 
south should not become votes 
to stuff the ballot boxes. 

We want to remind 
Netanyahu that Lebanon was 
the graveyard of many Israeli 
governments and that betting 
on Lebanon to win the elec- 
tions will backfire." The 
Shi’ite Muslim cleric was 
referring to the 17-day blitz 
launched by former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres against 
Lebanon a few weeks before 
the 1996 election. 

The “Grapes of Wrath" 
operation resulted in the 
deaths of 200 people, mainly 
civilians, and Peres lost his bid 
for reelection after Israeli 
Arabs declined to vote for him 
in a close-run race. 

South Lebanon is the last 
active Arab-Israeb" battle front 

Twenty-one Israeli soldiers 
were killed there in 1998. 
prompting the Jewish state to 
review its presence in area. 

The Jewish stale has con- 
trolled parts of the south for 20 
years, including a 15-kilome- 


tre deep occupation zone it 
carved out in 1985 with the 
aim of protecting its northern 
borders from potential guerril- 
la attacks. 

NasralJah said such threats 
would not spare the Jewish 
state or halt Hizbollab’s war of 
attrition against the occupa- 
tion. 

“Words won’t do them any 
good, they must take action. 

They must withdraw uncon- 
ditionally and if they really 
want to avoid the Katyushas, 
they should not attack civil- 
ians." he said. 

"We only launch the 
Katyushas at occupied north- 
ern Palestine to revive the 
understanding which protects 
civilians.” Under the “April 
Understanding" ceasefire deal 
which ended^rhe 19% bom- 
bardment. the guerrillas and 
the Israeli army are barred 
from striking civilian targets, 
but not military' ones. 

Despite the agreement, the 
bloody conflict claimed 28 
civilian lives last year. 

Dozens of guerrillas, mostly 
from Hizbollah. were also 


killed by Israel or its local 
proxy die South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) in 1998. 

On Friday. Netanyahu 
wanted Lebanon that it can 
expect tough reprisals if north- 
ern Israel comes under rocket 
attack again from Lebanese 
territory. 

“We will not tolerate the fir- 
ing of Katyusha rockets and 
will respond with attacks on 
targets within Lebanon.” 
Netanyahu told Israeli army 
radio, in what was seen as a 
threat to launch air raids 
against Lebanese infrastruc- 
ture. 

Netanyahu’s warning to 
Beirut came a day after his 
inner security cabinet rejected 
suggestions that Israel cany 
out a unilateral withdrawal 
from the “security zone" set 
up in southern Lebanon to pre- 
vent cross-border attacks. 

In a statement issued 
Thursday after a meeting of 
the security cabinet to discuss 
the situation in southern 
Lebanon, the government said 
the ‘'Lebanese government 
was responsible for everything 


that happens inside Lebanon.” 

It also warned that there 
would be reprisals to any. 
Katyusha fire and said an 
effort would be made to avoid 
civilian casualties. 

in the most recent Katyusha 
attack, guerrillas of the Shiite 
Muslim Hizbollah rained vol- 
leys of rockets on northern 
Israel on Dec. 23, injuring 13 
Israelis. 

The Katyushas were fired in 
retaliation ax a botched Israeli 
air raid on Hizbollah a day ear- 
lier which left a Lebanese 
woman and six of her children 
dead The raid itself was part 
of a series of tit-for-tat attacks. 

After the rockets struck 
northern Israel, Internal 
Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani called for the bom- 
bardment of power stations 
supplying electricity to the 
Lebanese capital. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon, architect of Israel’s 
19S2 invasion of its northern 
neighbour, called for a mas- 
sive warning strike followed 
by the start of a phased unilat- 
eral withdrawal, according to 


the newspaper Yediot 
Aharonot. 

Neither proposal was 
accepted by Netanyahu amid 
concern they could lead to a 
dangerous escalation of ten- 
sions. 

Netanyahu has also cast 
aside calls for a unilateral 
withdrawal 

‘There cannot be a with- 
drawal until the conclusion of 
a security agreement with 
Beirut under which it would 
prevent attacks on Israel from 
Lebanon," he said 
. Lebanon has refused to enter 
into such an agreement and 
has demanded an immediate 
and unconditional Israeli with- 

^ southern 

Lebaron in line with 20-year- 
old U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425. 

Lebanon has also linked any 
agreement with Israel to a 
F«a«? deal between the Jewish 
S?? and Syria, which is 
demanding an Israeli with- 
drawal f rora ^ 

Israel in 

me 1967 Middle East war and 
annexed in 1981. 


Tonnes of trash 
follow New Year’s 
party 

RIO DE JANEIRO (Ap. 

— What could possibj! 
follow the World's BiggJ. 
Party? The World’s Bigg^ 
Cleanup, of course. Seven, 
thousand garbage woricj, 
began the New Year earf 
Friday morning, 'scouri £ 
some 720 tonnes of tr® 
from Rio’s 60 kms r 
beaches, reported Glob 
TV News. On worti 
famous Copacabana beatj 
three million revelt, 
danced to samba bands & 
welcomed in the New Ye 
in what Rio officials trad 
tiooally claim is y 
world’s largest out** 
party'. More than 7,000 fm 
works exploded, beer ^ 
champagne flowed fretjj 
Much of the garbage cm 
sists of New Year's ojf a 
mgs for Iemanja. $ 
African goddess of these 

Year 2000 bug 
comes 12 morrtfo 
early 

STOCKHOLM (AFP). 
Police at three Swedish ft 
ports Friday got a foretaa 
of the much-feared Ye 
2000 bug — their comp 
ers malfunctioned . a 6 
stroke of rmdnighL-causs 
distress for passporr-fe; 
travellers. The bug- 1 
police offices at aiip# 
that issue immediate, kj| 
porary passports' to k 
minute or forgetful, m 
ellers. The compute 
refused to acknowMj 
that 1999 had arrived a 
stubbornly refused 
authorise the one-mon 
documents. Apparently, tl 
fault was caused by then 
of 99 in some program 
as a code to mean “end 
run” or “end of file." j 

Unemployed 
elephants facing 
starvation - 

NEW DELHI. (AP) b 
Jobless elephants in lnd 
are wondering where to 
next meal will come fra 
Some 100 elephants a 
starving in the northeast 
state of Tripura after 
recent Supreme Coun b 
on felling trees in the des 
jungles in the area. Ownc 
of the elephants are fittfe 
it difficult to feed the d 
phants. Press Trust of M , 
news agency report 
Friday. One man pi® 
ads in local newspapers 
sell an elephant, ' but i 
found no buyers. Elepha ■ 
are widely used in tl : 
Northeast to haul timber 
the steep terrain vvta , 
mechanised vehicles cai 
not be used. The -stated 
eminent has asked the fo 
eral environment jninfi® , 
to ask the court to reco 051 . 
er the ban. 

Shakespeare - ] 

voted personality 1 
of the millennium , 

- • i 

LONDON (AFP)- ' '■ 
William Shakespeart * l 
voted personality bfj < 
mill e nniu m by BBC I® 1 G 
listeners, the c 

announced here- < 

The great English' 

wright and poet/ ■ ‘ 

1616) beat wartin* ! 
Minister Winston Chuff™ 
(1874-1965) and.Wtll* * 
Caxton (1422-9U .® ( 
introduced the P 110 
press to Britain: , 

Charles Dfflw»f - 3 

and inatheraanciaa - 
physicist Isaac' , 
(1642-1727) it 

and fifth place in t| 
by around 45,000 fc 
teners. Rock far. m i 
Jagger, Miss Piggy ''V i; 
puppet charactffiife^, 4 
vision’s The MupP®? . j * 

- and Ofiwttjg* } 

(1599-1658). the BE, 
civil war leader 
Protector of 'E^!*^ ) 

scored weff : ■- ; - - r 







